PART THREE: Chapter 3

In this chapter, O’Brien guides Winston through the second stage of his reintegration:
understanding. Winston remains physically restrained yet experiences a slight easing
of his bonds and the terror of the electric dial. The sessions between O’Brien and
Winston continue over an indefinite period, during which O’'Brien probes Winston’s
comprehension of the Party’s motives. He reveals that he co-authored Goldstein’s
book, a text Winston had read and found partially enlightening, but O’Brien dismisses
its proposed revolutionary ideas as naive and impossible, emphasizing the Party’s

unshakeable hold on power.

O’Brien challenges Winston to grasp not only the mechanics of the Party’s control but
also its driving motivation. Winston anticipates the Party’s justification as a protective
force for the weak, maintaining order for the happiness of the majority. O’'Brien’s
fervent belief in this rationale contrasts with Winston’s skepticism, highlighting the
tension between ideological conviction and personal doubt. Winston recognizes
O’Brien’s deep understanding of human degradation and Party tyranny, yet is struck

by how O’Brien’s intelligence only deepens his ruthless justification of absolute power.

When Winston tentatively accuses the Party of ruling for the people’s own good, he is
immediately punished with the dial’s pain, reinforcing the peril of dissent. O’Brien then
delivers a chilling confession: the Party’s pursuit of power is not altruistic but absolute
and self-serving. He asserts that power is an end in itself, not a means to any greater
good or happiness. Unlike past regimes, the Party openly acknowledges its desire for
perpetual domination, with no pretense of relinquishing control or achieving a utopian

ideal.

The chapter closes with Winston’s impression of O’'Brien’s weary yet commanding
presence. O'Brien embodies the brutal intelligence and relentless passion

underpinning the Party’s ideology, revealing a calculated, unyielding force behind the



facade of governance. This encounter crystallizes the terrifying reality that the Party’s
power is sustained by a conscious, deliberate exercise of cruelty and control, leaving

Winston feeling helpless against a system that values power above all else.



