
PART TWO: Chapter 6

In this pivotal chapter, Winston finally encounters O’Brien, a moment he has
anticipated for a long time. Their meeting occurs in the Ministry’s corridor, where
O’Brien approaches Winston with a friendly demeanor, initiating a conversation that
immediately sets Winston’s heart racing. O’Brien’s polished and courteous manner
distinguishes him from other Inner Party members, and his mention of Winston’s
Newspeak article hints at a deeper connection. The interaction is layered with subtle
signals, particularly O’Brien’s reference to Syme, an unperson, which serves as a
clandestine acknowledgment of shared dissent within the Party’s oppressive regime.

O’Brien’s discourse revolves around Newspeak and its evolution, specifically the
impending tenth edition of the Newspeak Dictionary. He offers Winston access to this
advanced copy, suggesting a meeting at his flat to discuss the linguistic changes,
particularly the reduction of verbs, which would intrigue Winston. This invitation is
conveyed through a discreet exchange of a handwritten address beneath a telescreen,
underscoring the risks involved in such communication. Winston carefully memorizes
the address before destroying the physical evidence, reflecting the constant danger of
discovery in their totalitarian world.

The chapter reveals that O’Brien’s gesture is more than mere intellectual camaraderie;
it is an invitation into a covert conspiracy against the Party. Winston recognizes that
this encounter marks his progression from private thoughtcrime to active engagement
with a resistance movement. The secrecy surrounding O’Brien’s residence and the
absence of public directories highlight the pervasive surveillance and control exerted
by the regime. This meeting symbolizes Winston’s tentative step toward rebellion,
fueled by a long-held hope for an underground opposition.

Despite the excitement of connection, Winston is acutely aware of the peril he faces.
The chapter closes with a somber reflection on the inevitability of his fate, hinting at



the Ministry of Love where dissidents are punished. His feelings are a mixture of fear
and resignation, likened to a gradual approach to death. This foreboding atmosphere
captures the psychological torment of living under constant threat, emphasizing the
profound courage required to challenge the Party’s dominance. The chapter thus
encapsulates a critical turning point in Winston’s journey toward resistance and the
haunting cost it entails.


