
9. Contradictions

The chapter opens with Kaladin aboard the *Fourth Bridge*, watching his abandoned
hometown of Hearthstone shrink below. Despite once envisioning a triumphant return,
he feels little pain at leaving it forever, recognizing it ceased being his home long ago.
His attention shifts to the expanded ranks of Bridge Four, now hundreds strong, which
feels overwhelming compared to its original tight-knit camaraderie. Exhausted and
battered, Kaladin reflects on his physical and emotional state, noting how
Stormlight—usually invigorating—now feels insufficient to lift his spirits.

Kaladin’s inner turmoil deepens as he grapples with past failures, particularly the
deaths of Tien and King Elhokar. These memories haunt him, overshadowing any
sense of wonder at flying. His guilt and self-doubt resurface when Syl, his spren,
appears and informs him of Laran’s achievement in speaking the Third Ideal. Kaladin’s
muted response hints at his emotional detachment. He then fixates on his
confrontation with Moash, questioning why he hesitated to kill him and ruminating on
Moash’s taunts about inevitable loss and despair.

Syl expresses concern over Kaladin’s worsening mental state, noting his exhaustion
and emotional numbness seem tied to his Stormlight depletion. She struggles to
comprehend his pain, pleading for guidance on how to help him. Kaladin initially
deflects, claiming he just needs rest, but eventually admits Moash’s manipulation
triggered old wounds, including memories of the Honor Chasm—a place where he once
contemplated suicide. The chapter underscores his inability to reconcile past
camaraderie with Moash’s betrayal.

The chapter closes with Kaladin’s silent struggle, as Syl’s desperation to understand
his despair highlights their deepening disconnect. His trauma manifests in recurring
visions of fallen comrades and bridge runs, symbolizing his unresolved guilt. Syl’s
helplessness mirrors Kaladin’s own sense of isolation, leaving him trapped in a cycle of



exhaustion and self-reproach. The narrative paints a poignant picture of a hero
grappling with the weight of his past and the erosion of his resilience.


