7. The Rarest Vintage

The chapter opens with an epigraph detailing fabrial mechanics, explaining how zinc
and brass wires can manipulate spren manifestation within gemstones. This technical
introduction contrasts sharply with the ensuing scene, where Veil confronts lalai
Sadeas, a cunning but visibly diminished noblewoman. lalai’s gaunt appearance and
hollow demeanor surprise Veil, who expected a more formidable opponent. Their tense
exchange reveals lalai’s political maneuvering, as she claims to support the rightful
child heir while subtly challenging Dalinar’s rule. Veil wrestles with her conflicting
personas—Radiant’s honor, Shallan’s caution, and her own violent impulses—before

opting for diplomacy.

lalai’s dialogue exposes her calculated rhetoric: she frames her rebellion as a patriotic
effort to restore the "correct" Alethi lineage. Veil remains skeptical, noting lalai’s
haunted demeanor and suspecting her motives. The confrontation escalates as lalai
reveals a collection of rare wines, offering Veil a clear, sweet vintage—a symbolic
gesture that hints at hidden truths. Their verbal sparring grows more pointed when
lalai alludes to prior assassination attempts, implying she knows Veil’s lethal intent.
The wine’s clarity, lalai notes, mirrors the need to "reveal what was truly inside," a

veiled challenge to Veil’'s disguise.

Veil’s internal conflict intensifies as she covertly summons her Shardblade to signal
Adolin, aware that direct action against lalai’s fortified position would be perilous.
lalai’s probing questions—about poison, past attacks, and the wine’s origins—force Veil
to reassess her approach. The chapter masterfully blends political intrigue with
psychological tension, as lalai’s weariness belies her sharp mind, and Veil’s fractured
identity complicates her mission. The rare vintage becomes a metaphor for the

deceptive surfaces both women navigate.



The chapter culminates in a standoff where power dynamics shift subtly. lalai’'s
deliberate movements and cryptic remarks suggest she is several steps ahead, while
Veil's hesitation underscores the moral ambiguity of her task. The unresolved
tension—Will Veil kill lalai? Does lalai have an escape plan?—leaves the reader
anticipating the next confrontation. The prose balances action with introspection,
weaving together themes of loyalty, deception, and the cost of power through vivid

character dynamics and rich symbolism.



