6. A Loose Thread

The chapter opens with Radiant, hooded and disoriented, hearing Adolin's voice as he
attempts to rescue her. Despite considering immediate action, she hesitates, aligning
with Veil and Shallan's plan to confront lalai Sadeas directly. The scene shifts as
Radiant is forcibly led through a hidden tunnel, its smooth walls suggesting Shardblade
craftsmanship. The tension escalates as the conspirators, including Ulina, guide her
upward, their urgency hinting at their desperation to evade capture. Radiant's internal
monologue reveals her strategic patience, even as she remains alert for any

opportunity to act.

The group emerges into what appears to be a cellar, likely part of the Sadeas
warcamp's hidden infrastructure. Radiant notes the conspirators' disarray as they
remove their disguises, their muttered plans reflecting their fraying coordination. The
narrative underscores the warcamp's history of political instability, with lalai's foresight
in constructing escape routes highlighting her cunning. Radiant's forced march
through the streets, hood still intact, is punctuated by Shallan's keen directional sense,
mapping their winding path to a fortress-like building near the eastern edge of the

camp.

Inside the sparse, utilitarian room, Veil takes over, removing the hood and assessing
her surroundings. The setting—a bare stone chamber with minimal comforts—mirrors
the Sadeas family's pragmatic brutality. Veil reflects on lalai's rise to power, recalling
how she eliminated rivals like Thanadal and Vamah, consolidating control over the
warcamps. The conspirators' frantic arguments in the adjacent room reveal their fear
of failure, further emphasizing lalai's grip on the situation. Veil's cautious entry into

lalai's shadowed domain sets the stage for their confrontation.

The chapter culminates with Veil stepping into lalai's presence, the room's oppressive

atmosphere underscoring the gravity of the encounter. lalai, shrouded in darkness,



embodies the remnants of Alethkar's fractious past. Veil's internal
deliberation—weighing Radiant's discipline against Shallan's instincts—hints at the
psychological complexity driving her actions. The hutch nearby adds an air of mystery,
suggesting hidden tools or secrets. The chapter leaves the reader anticipating the

clash between Veil's resolve and lalai's calculated dominance.



