Chapter 8

Theo sets out on a walk to Binsey to fulfill a promise to Julian, driven partly by pride
and partly by practicality—avoiding future encounters. The landscape is desolate, with
boarded-up farmhouses and overgrown gardens reflecting a world in decline. The
once-bustling Perch Inn is closed, and the natural beauty of Port Meadow contrasts
sharply with the decay of human habitation. Theo feels like a ghost of his former self,
observing the neglected chestnut avenue leading to St. Margaret’s Church, a path now

barely maintained as society’s priorities shift toward urban survival.

The chapter highlights the broader societal collapse, where the young disregard the
countryside, fearing its isolation, while the elderly and middle-aged struggle to
preserve it. The countryside, once cherished, is nhow seen as menacing, with woods
symbolizing danger and disorientation. People flock to urban areas, seeking safety and
community as resources dwindle. Theo’s walk underscores the theme of
abandonment, both of places and of shared cultural values, as the world edges toward

an uncertain, depopulated future.

Upon reaching Binsey, Theo encounters a partly occupied house and a paranoid
elderly priest who complains about desecration of the church by occult rituals. The
priest’s ramblings reveal a world where traditional order has broken down, replaced by
chaos and neglect. The church, once a sanctuary of peace, is now a site of disorder, its
sanctity violated by black masses and left in disarray. The priest’s helplessness mirrors

the broader societal collapse, where institutions crumble and authority is meaningless.

Inside the church, Theo meets Julian and her group, who seem fragmented and
restless. The atmosphere is heavy with incense and a primal scent, a far cry from the
spiritual solace the church once offered. The group’s leader, Julian’s husband, steps
forward, setting the stage for a confrontation. The chapter ends with Theo and the

leader facing each other, hinting at tensions to come. The scene encapsulates the



novel’'s themes of decay, lost faith, and the struggle for meaning in a dying world.



