
Chapter 2

The chapter delves into the complex relationship between the narrator and his cousin,
Xan, dispelling the myth that they were as close as brothers. While they spent
summers together during their youth, their bond was marked by mutual respect and
unspoken boundaries rather than deep affection. Xan’s charisma and ability to make
others feel valued are highlighted, though the narrator acknowledges his cousin’s
potential for ruthlessness. Their upbringing differed significantly—Xan in a grand
manor house, the narrator in a modest suburban home—laying the groundwork for
their contrasting perspectives.

The narrator reflects on Xan’s enigmatic personality, noting his ability to charm while
remaining emotionally detached. Xan’s father’s mysterious death and the narrator’s
lingering suspicions about Xan’s involvement underscore the tension in their
relationship. The narrator’s mother harbored resentment toward her sister’s privileged
life, which subtly influenced his perception of Xan’s family. Despite their differences,
the narrator and Xan shared a connection rooted in their shared summers at
Woolcombe, where Xan’s need for a companion without emotional obligations became
apparent.

The chapter also explores themes of class and identity, as the narrator contrasts his
middle-class upbringing with Xan’s aristocratic background. Xan’s family name and
inherited status set him apart, while the narrator’s mother’s bitterness about their
social disparity lingers in his memories. The narrator’s unexpected skill in shooting
during their summer activities reveals a hidden aspect of his personality, one that both
surprises and unsettles him. This shared activity becomes a rare moment of
camaraderie, though it is tinged with underlying tension.

Ultimately, the chapter paints a portrait of a relationship built on convenience rather
than genuine closeness. Xan’s need for a companion to deflect parental scrutiny and



the narrator’s role as a passive participant in their dynamic highlight the emotional
distance between them. The narrator’s retrospective analysis reveals his lingering
ambivalence toward Xan, whose charm and power remain both captivating and
unsettling. The chapter sets the stage for deeper exploration of their relationship and
the societal forces that shaped them.


