
Chapter 17

The chapter opens with the narrator, Dr. Faron, recounting a visit from two State
Security Police officers, Chief Inspector George Rawlings and Sergeant Oliver Cathcart.
Despite the potential risk to his incriminating diary, the officers did not search his
home, focusing instead on broader concerns. Rawlings, the more senior officer,
engages in a seemingly casual conversation, subtly undermining Faron’s past lectures
on Victorian Life and Times. The dialogue reveals Rawlings’ manipulative tactics, as he
probes Faron’s reactions while maintaining a veneer of politeness. The tension is
palpable, though both parties avoid direct confrontation.

The conversation shifts to historical topics, with Rawlings expressing interest in the
Tudor period, particularly its blend of cruelty and grandeur. Faron responds with a
critique of the era’s violence, prompting Rawlings to reflect on the universal nature of
suffering, including the torment of children. This exchange hints at deeper
philosophical and moral undercurrents, as Rawlings uses personal anecdotes—like his
grandfather’s harsh teachings—to unsettle Faron. The dialogue serves as a veiled
power struggle, with Rawlings asserting control while Faron remains guarded.

Rawlings eventually reveals the true purpose of the visit: the Council’s concern over
recent subversive activities, including the disruption of Quietus ceremonies, where
elderly citizens voluntarily end their lives. The sabotage of ramps and distribution of
pamphlets targeting the treatment of Sojourners (likely marginalized groups) suggest
organized resistance. Rawlings frames these incidents as minor but worrisome,
emphasizing the Council’s strategy of suppressing publicity to avoid fueling dissent.
Faron feigns indifference, though his suggestion that the officers search his house
hints at his awareness of their underlying suspicions.

The chapter concludes with an unresolved tension, as Rawlings hints at a broader
conspiracy while Faron maintains his facade of cooperation. The interplay between the



characters underscores the oppressive atmosphere of the society, where even casual
conversations are laden with surveillance and mistrust. The narrative leaves readers
questioning Faron’s true allegiances and the potential consequences of the growing
resistance movement. The chapter effectively sets the stage for further exploration of
power, control, and dissent in a dystopian world.


