Chapter 35

In this chapter, the protagonist navigates a tense period of espionage and careful
observation in a city scarred by past conflicts. Over two days, they balance the need
for truth with the necessity of deception, deliberately avoiding drawing attention to
their search for the elusive Book. Rhys ensures the protagonist remains uninvolved in
high-level meetings, allowing them to secretly explore the city’s streets and docks for
clues. Their cautious wandering is marked by subtle magic practice and keen
observation, as they seek signs of Tarquin’s influence or the Book’s presence amidst
the remnants of war and rebellion. The chapter emphasizes the delicate dance of

espionage amid a city still healing from its scars.

The narrative vividly depicts the city’s aftermath of destruction, highlighting the
physical and emotional scars borne by its inhabitants. The protagonist witnesses
buildings damaged by retaliation, yet notices the resilience and hope in the eyes of the
people—High Fae and faeries alike—who are slowly recovering from decades of
torment. The city’s repair efforts are ongoing, with workers restoring turrets and
rebuilding structures, symbolizing a collective effort to mend both physical and
psychological wounds. The protagonist reflects on their own role in saving these
oppressed beings, feeling a complex mix of regret and relief, knowing their actions,

though terrible, have granted them a chance at redemption.

As night falls, the protagonist observes subtle interactions among the palace residents,
including Amren’s aloof demeanor and Varian’s silent tension. Their casual, almost
playful, exchanges contrast with the underlying seriousness of the mission. The
protagonist’s attention is drawn to a small, half-submerged building near the tidal
causeway—an intriguing clue that might hold the key to finding the Book. The sight of
this relic of home stirs a sense of urgency and focus, as they realize they must confirm

its significance before risking a dangerous search. The chapter underscores the



importance of patience and certainty in their quest.

The chapter concludes with a warm, somewhat personal moment during a dinner with
Tarquin, Cresseida, and Varian. The protagonist’s attire and demeanor reflect their
intent to blend in, and they enjoy a rare moment of camaraderie and hope. They
discuss plans for the next day, contemplating a walk along the causeway to examine
the mysterious building further. This scene reveals a fragile sense of normalcy amid
the larger tension of their mission. The chapter ends with the protagonist
contemplating their-next'move, aware that every step is fraught with danger but also

filled with the potential for discovery and connection.



