Chapter 13

In this chapter, the protagonist awakens to a serene yet tense environment,
surrounded by snowcapped mountains and sunlight, indicating a new and isolated
setting. Rhysand, sitting nearby, displays an unusual solemnity and icy anger,
contrasting with his typical demeanor. The protagonist's disoriented state and the
aftermath of her recent trauma are evident as she struggles to recall what happened
and fears she may have harmed others. Rhysand reassures her that her actions were
contained and explains the legal and strategic reasons behind her rescue, emphasizing

the importance of protocol and the delicate political situation they navigate.

The dialogue reveals the protagonist's conflicted feelings about returning to her
previous life, especially under Tamlin’s control, who had locked her away. Rhysand
offers her refuge and the choice to stay, highlighting that her presence in the Spring
Court is not obligatory and that she has the freedom to remain in his sanctuary
indefinitely. Her plea for safety and her sense of being trapped resonate deeply,
reflecting her internal struggle with trust, safety, and her uncertain future. Rhysand’s
calm yet firm responses underscore his understanding and willingness to support her

decision, even as he hints at the possibility of her returning when she’s ready.

Rhysand’s offer of aid extends beyond mere shelter; he proposes that she work for him
in exchange for food, clothing, and protection, acknowledging a debt owed to her. The
protagonist's internal conflict about this arrangement is palpable, as she considers her
options and the implications of accepting such help. Her thoughts drift toward her past
captivity and the anger and despair it has fostered, making her reluctant to return to

her former life. The chapter explores her feelings of powerlessness and her desire to

find her own path, even if that means staying in a place of safety for now to regain her

strength.



As the chapter progresses, Rhysand discusses her inherited powers, hinting at the
origins of her darkness, wings, and other abilities. Their conversation reveals that her
gifts are linked to the various courts and their unique magic, but she is still
inexperienced and uncertain about her potential. Rhysand advises her to rest and take
time to understand her powers, signaling that her journey of self-discovery is just
beginning. Despite her fatigue and emotional exhaustion, she requests to accompany
Rhysand on his travels, seeking connection and purpose amid her inner turmoil. The
chapter ends with her pleading to stay close, emphasizing her need for companionship

and stability as she navigates her uncertain future.



