Wish You Were Here:

In Wish You Were Here, bestselling author Jodi Picoult delivers a gripping and
emotionally resonant novel set against the backdrop of a global pandemic. The story
follows Diana O'Toole, a young art specialist on the brink of her dream career and a
planned romantic getaway with her surgeon boyfriend. But when the pandemic upends
their plans, Diana finds herself stranded alone on the Galdpagos Islands—a place of

stark beauty and isolation.

As the world locks down, Diana’s forced retreat becomes a journey of self-discovery,
challenging her perceptions of love, resilience, and what truly matters in life. With
Picoult’s signature blend of meticulous research and deeply human storytelling, the
novel explores themes of survival, adaptation, and the unexpected paths that lead us

to our futures.

A thought-provoking and timely tale, Wish You Were Here questions whether the life
you’'ve always imagined is the one you’'re meant to live—and what happens when the

universe has other plans.

Chapter 1: One

The chapter opens with Diana reminiscing about her childhood, recalling a poignant
moment when her father, a conservator restoring Grand Central Terminal’s zodiac
ceiling, let her assist in gilding stars. She reflects on the hidden history uncovered
during the restoration, including signatures and personal notes left by the original
artists. Her father’s lesson about preserving a small section of the original ceiling as a

reference point resonates with her, symbolizing the importance of remembering one’s



origins. This memory surfaces as Diana navigates a strangely quiet New York City on
March 13, 2020, amid early Covid-19 concerns, setting a reflective tone for the

narrative.

Diana, an associate specialist at Sotheby'’s, is en route to meet Kitomi Ito, the widow of
legendary musician Sam Pride, at the iconic Ansonia building. The city feels eerily
empty due to pandemic-related closures, and Diana muses on the contrast to its usual
vibrancy. She recalls Kitomi’s tragic past—Sam’s murder on the Ansonia’s steps—and
the couple’s fame, which'still lingers decades later. Diana’s professional excitement
about handling Kitomi’s art collection is tempered by the weight of the widow's history,
as well as her own personal anticipation of Finn’s impending proposal during their

upcoming vacation.

As Diana arrives at Kitomi’'s apartment, she notes the grandeur of the Ansonia and its
storied residents, juxtaposed with Kitomi’s enduring grief. The chapter delves into
Diana’s internal monologue, revealing her meticulous life plan—career success,
marriage by thirty, and motherhood by thirty-five—a stark contrast to her mother’s
unpredictable nature. Despite her achievements, Diana’s self-assuredness is tinged
with vulnerability, especially as she anticipates Finn’s proposal. The encounter with
Kitomi, a figure of both glamour and tragedy, forces Diana to confront the

unpredictability of life, even as she clings to her carefully laid plans.

The chapter closes with Diana’s arrival at Kitomi’s doorstep, where the widow greets
her warmly, blurring the lines between professionalism and personal connection.
Diana’s reflection on Kitomi’s resilience—staying in the Ansonia despite its painful
memories—hints at themes of loss and endurance. The narrative weaves together
Diana’s past, present, and future, framing her journey against the backdrop of a city
on the brink of change, both personally and globally. The chapter sets the stage for

deeper exploration of memory, legacy, and the unforeseen twists that define a life.



Chapter 2: Two

The chapter opens with Diana, the protagonist, accidentally touching poisonous apples
on Isabela Island, unaware of their danger. A local man chastises her for ignoring
warning signs, revealing his disdain for tourists. Despite his rudeness, he advises her
to soak her blistered hand in cold water. Their tense exchange escalates when he
notices her borrowed shirt and accuses her of bringing the pandemic to the island.
Diana defends herself, highlighting her boyfriend Finn’s role as a frontline healthcare
worker in New York, but the man dismisses her as a selfish tourist. Their confrontation

ends with Diana storming off, frustrated by his hostility.

Returning to her rented apartment at night, Diana reflects on her isolation and longing
for Finn. She imagines how different the trip would be if he were with her, sharing
laughs and snacks. The island’s beauty feels overshadowed by her discomfort and
hunger, but a surprise quesadilla left by her kind landlady, Abuela, offers a moment of
warmth. Diana writes a grateful postcard to Abuela, contrasting the man’s hostility
with the landlady’s generosity. She then drafts a postcard to Finn, describing the
island’s rugged charm and her hopes for a future visit together, though her loneliness

is palpable.

The narrative shifts to Diana’s past, revealing her artistic talent and complicated
relationship with her parents. Her father, a conservator, admired her creative gift,
comparing it to her mother's—a photojournalist often absent due to work. This
comparison unsettled Diana, leading her to abandon studio art in college to avoid
living in her mother’s shadow. The flashback underscores her desire to carve her own
path, mirroring her current struggle to navigate an unfamiliar environment without

Finn or a clear plan.

The chapter closes with Diana’s unresolved tension between adventure and

vulnerability. Her encounter with the poisonous apples and the hostile local symbolizes



the unpredictability of her journey, while Abuela’s kindness and the postcard to Finn
hint at her need for connection. The contrast between her artistic past and present
uncertainty highlights her internal conflict—whether to embrace the unknown or
retreat to safety. The chapter captures Diana’s isolation, resilience, and the

bittersweet reality of being stranded in a paradise that feels both enchanting and

alien.



Chapter 3: Three

The chapter follows Diana, a foreigner stranded on Isabela Island during a pandemic,
as she settles into a solitary routine. She spends her mornings running along the
beach, exploring the island’s rugged terrain, and observing the quiet lives of locals.
Despite the curfew restricting her movements, she finds solace in reading, swinging in
a hammock, and watching wildlife. Her isolation is punctuated only by occasional
meals brought by Abuela, a local woman, and her longing for Finn, her boyfriend,
whom she communicates with through unsent postcards. Diana’s days blend into a

rhythm of loneliness and reflection, underscored by the island’s stark beauty.

Diana’s isolation leads her to engage in small, personal rituals to fill the silence, like
reciting poetry or singing to the ocean. Her attempts to connect with the outside
world—finding stamps, buying clothes, or accessing the internet—are thwarted by the
island’s limited resources. One morning, while writing another postcard to Finn, she
notices Beatriz, a teenage girl she previously saw self-harming, collecting trash on the
beach. Diana approaches her, cautiously striking up a conversation. Beatriz, initially
standoffish, reveals her frustration with the island and her strained relationship with

her father, Gabriel.

The interaction between Diana and Beatriz unfolds with tension and curiosity. Beatriz,
fluent in English, is sharp and dismissive, yet Diana persists, drawn to her as a
potential companion in their shared isolation. Beatriz shares snippets of her life: her
attendance at a school on Santa Cruz, her disdain for Isabela, and her father’s
controlling nature. Diana learns that Gabriel, once a tour guide, now lives austerely in
the highlands, forcing Beatriz into a life she resents. The conversation hints at deeper

familial conflicts and Beatriz’'s desire to escape the island.

As the chapter closes, Diana’s attempt to connect with Beatriz reveals their parallel

struggles—both feel out of place, one as a stranded foreigner, the other as a reluctant



local. The encounter leaves Diana questioning her own reasons for staying on Isabela,
while Beatriz's bitterness underscores the island’s complexities. The chapter captures
themes of isolation, longing, and the fleeting connections that emerge in unexpected
circumstances, set against the backdrop of the Galapagos’ wild and unforgiving

landscape.



Chapter 4: Four

The chapter opens with Diana reflecting on her discomfort with solitude during her
forced isolation on a remote island. Unlike those who might relish alone time, she
struggles with the absence of companionship, relying on interactions with locals like
Beatriz and Gabriel to break the monotony. Her attempts to contact Finn, her partner,
are largely unsuccessful, leaving her feeling disconnected and adrift. The pandemic
exacerbates her sense of displacement, making her future and career feel increasingly

uncertain as time passes.

Diana’s postcard to Finn reveals her anxieties about her job at Sotheby’s, where she
fears she may no longer have a position upon her return. She grapples with the irony
of her situation—having always known her career path as an art specialist, she now
faces the possibility of losing it. Yet, she finds solace in the natural beauty around her,
recognizing art in unexpected places like the patterns of crabs and rays. Her longing

for Finn is palpable, underscoring her emotional isolation.

The narrative shifts to Diana’s recollection of her first meeting with Kitomi Ito, a
controversial figure linked to the breakup of the legendary band the Nightjars. Initially
skeptical of Kitomi, Diana is surprised by her quiet presence and the unexpected
opportunity to view a Toulouse-Lautrec painting. The encounter highlights Diana’s
professional ambitions, as she aspires to emulate her boss, Eva, and make a name for
herself in the art world. The painting’s vivid details transport her, showcasing her deep

connection to art.

The chapter concludes with Diana’s fascination with Toulouse-Lautrec’s life and work,
reflecting her passion for art history. She recounts the artist’s tumultuous personal life
and his ties to Montmartre’s bohemian culture, drawing parallels between his world
and her own professional journey. The chapter blends Diana’s personal struggles with

her professional aspirations, painting a portrait of a woman navigating isolation,



uncertainty, and the enduring power of art.



Chapter 5: Five

In Chapter Five, the protagonist explores the local flea market after discovering the
island remains closed due to the pandemic. The market operates on a barter system,
with locals trading goods like clothing, food, and household items instead of using
money. The protagonist encounters Abuela, a former hotel employee, who warmly
greets her despite their language barrier. Observing the vibrant exchange of goods,
the protagonist realizes she has little to offer but reflects on the community’s

resilience and adaptability in the face of supply chain disruptions.

The chapter highlights a poignant moment when the protagonist sketches a young boy
who had been bullied by other children. Using a postcard and pencil, she draws his
portrait, emphasizing his missing teeth and adding a superhero cape to boost his
confidence. The boy’s delighted reaction and his gift of a spiky guanabana fruit in
return underscore the unexpected connections formed through creativity and
kindness. This interaction reignites the protagonist’s artistic passion, a skill she had
sidelined for her career, and reveals the power of small gestures in fostering human

connection.

As the day progresses, the protagonist trades her sketches for practical items like a
sunhat, shorts, and flip-flops, while Abuela prepares a meal using bartered ingredients.
The protagonist’s growing comfort on the island is evident when she refers to her
temporary residence as “home” for the first time. This subtle shift reflects her gradual
acceptance of her unexpected circumstances and the island’s role in providing solace

during global uncertainty.

The chapter concludes with an email from the protagonist’s friend, Finn, detailing the
grim reality of New York’s Covid-19 crisis. Finn describes the isolation of healthcare
workers, the lack of tests, and the heartbreaking deaths of patients without family

present. This stark contrast to the protagonist’s experience on the island emphasizes



the theme of finding unexpected refuge and purpose amidst chaos, while also

underscoring the pandemic’s devastating impact elsewhere.



Chapter 6: Six

The chapter opens with the protagonist receiving a batch of old emails on Isabela
Island, including updates about her mother’s stable health and news of her furlough
from Sotheby’s due to the art industry’s downturn. A friend, Rodney, advises her to
stay in paradise, reinforcing her isolation from her former life. On her birthday, Gabriel,
a local, invites her and Abuela to his farm, where the relaxed atmosphere contrasts
with the global pandemic. Despite the lockdown, islanders are beginning to venture

out, hinting at a return to normalcy amid the crisis.

Gabriel’s farm reveals a self-sufficient lifestyle, with livestock and crops sustaining the
community during supply shortages. The protagonist notices Gabriel’s efforts to
expand his home, possibly for his daughter, Beatriz, whose emotional struggles weigh
on the protagonist’s mind. Beatriz had previously confided her suicidal thoughts and
unrequited feelings for another girl, Ana Maria, leaving the protagonist torn between
protecting her and respecting her privacy. The tension between cultural norms and

LGBTQ+ acceptance lingers, especially in the island’s Catholic context.

The protagonist and Gabriel bond over farm chores, harvesting papayas and yams,
while Beatriz secretly prepares a birthday cake. The protagonist reflects on her
growing connection to the island and its people, contrasting it with her uncertain
future back home. Gabriel’s humor and warmth, along with Beatriz's tentative trust,
create a sense of belonging. The chapter underscores themes of resilience and

community, as the characters adapt to the pandemic’s challenges.

The protagonist’s internal conflict—balancing Beatriz's safety with her right to
privacy—mirrors her broader adjustment to life on Isabela. Her interactions with
Gabriel and Beatriz highlight the importance of human connection during isolation. The
chapter closes with a quiet celebration, emphasizing the small joys and complexities of

their intertwined lives. The narrative weaves together personal growth, cultural



nuances, and the enduring impact of kindness in uncertain times.



Chapter 7: Seven

The chapter titled "Wish You Were Here" opens with a poignant tone, suggesting a
sense of absence or longing. The brevity of the title and the subsequent single word
"Help" in the chapter heading create an atmosphere of urgency or despair. This
minimalistic approach hints at a deeper emotional or psychological struggle, possibly
reflecting the protagonist's internal conflict or a cry for assistance in a dire situation.
The sparse text leaves much to interpretation, inviting readers to infer the underlying

narrative.

The chapter's structure, with its stark spacing and isolated words, emphasizes isolation
and fragmentation. The word "Help" stands alone, possibly symbolizing a moment of
crisis or a turning point in the story. This stylistic choice could mirror the character's
feelings of being overwhelmed or disconnected from their surroundings. The lack of
additional context forces readers to rely on subtext and prior knowledge of the story to

grasp the full significance of this moment.

The emotional weight of the chapter lies in its simplicity. The phrase "Wish You Were

Here" evokes nostalgia or loss, while "Help" introduces a sudden shift to desperation.

This juxtaposition suggests a narrative that oscillates between longing and immediate
need. The chapter may serve as a pivotal moment where the protagonist's emotional

state is laid bare, revealing vulnerability or a breaking point. The sparse wording

amplifies the impact, making each word carry significant narrative weight.

Overall, this chapter relies on minimalism to convey profound emotional depth. The
combination of "Wish You Were Here" and "Help" creates a powerful contrast between
yearning and distress. The absence of detailed exposition allows readers to project
their own interpretations onto the text, making it a versatile and evocative piece of
storytelling. The chapter's effectiveness lies in its ability to communicate complex

emotions with few words, leaving a lasting impression on the reader.



Chapter 8: Eight

The chapter titled "Wish You Were Here" opens with a poignant and brief exchange,
capturing a moment of intense emotion and urgency. The phrase "Hold on" suggests a
critical situation, possibly life-threatening, where one character is reassuring another.
The direct address to "Diana" personalizes the scene, implying a close relationship
between the speaker and the named individual. This fleeting dialogue sets a tone of

desperation and hope, leaving much to the reader's interpretation.

The core of the chapter revolves around the speaker's attempt to comfort and
motivate Diana, assuring her that she will survive whatever ordeal they are facing. The
words "Look at me" emphasize the need for connection and focus, hinting at a struggle
against overwhelming circumstances. The brevity of the exchange ampilifies its
emotional weight, suggesting a moment of crisis where every second counts. The
chapter's sparse language forces readers to infer the broader context from minimal

clues.

Despite its conciseness, the chapter conveys a powerful message about resilience and

human connection in dire situations. The speaker's reassurance, "You're going to make
it," serves as a lifeline, highlighting themes of hope and perseverance. The absence of
additional details creates a sense of universality, allowing readers to project their own

experiences onto the scenario. This minimalist approach makes the chapter

emotionally resonant while leaving room for imagination.

Overall, the chapter excels in capturing a fleeting yet profound moment of
vulnerability and strength. The dialogue, though brief, encapsulates a narrative of
survival and solidarity. The title "Wish You Were Here" adds a layer of longing, possibly
reflecting on absence or loss. The chapter's impact lies in its ability to evoke deep

emotion with minimal words, leaving a lasting impression on the reader.



Chapter 9: Nine

The chapter "Wish You Were Here" opens with a contemplative tone, posing the
question, "Do you know where you are?" This line sets the stage for a deeper
exploration of self-awareness and existential reflection. The brevity of the text
suggests a minimalist style, inviting readers to ponder their own sense of place and
identity. The chapter’s title, evoking a sense of longing, hints at themes of absence

and connection, though the content remains enigmatic.

The second part of the chapter, consisting of the fragmented line "Where is my voice,"
introduces a theme of disconnection or loss. This phrase could symbolize a struggle for
self-expression or a search for meaning in a chaotic world. The sparse wording leaves
much to interpretation, allowing readers to project their own experiences onto the
text. The chapter’s style is poetic, relying on implication rather than explicit

explanation.

The juxtaposition of the two questions—"Do you know where you are?" and "Where is
my voice"—creates a dialogue between external and internal awareness. The chapter
seems to examine the tension between understanding one’s surroundings and
understanding oneself. The lack of narrative context amplifies the universality of these
questions, making them relatable to a wide audience. The tone remains introspective,

almost meditative.

In summary, this chapter uses minimalistic language to explore profound themes of
location, identity, and voice. Its open-ended nature encourages readers to engage in
personal reflection, while the poetic structure underscores the emotional weight of the
questions posed. The chapter’s ambiguity is its strength, allowing for multiple
interpretations while maintaining a cohesive, thought-provoking core. The style is

consistent with a larger work that values subtlety and reader participation.



Chapter 10: Ten

The chapter "Wish You Were Here" opens with a poignant and disorienting tone, as the
narrator questions an unidentified person's awareness and physical responsiveness.
The repeated inquiries—"Can you squeeze my hand? Wiggle your toes?"—suggest a
scene of medical urgency or emotional distress, hinting at a possible hospitalization or
unconscious state. The fragmented style creates a sense of unease, drawing the

reader into the narrator's concern and confusion.

The central question—"Do you know where you are?"—further emphasizes the
disorientation, implying a loss of spatial or cognitive awareness. This line could reflect
the perspective of a caregiver or loved one trying to gauge the person's mental state.
The brevity of the dialogue intensifies the emotional weight, leaving room for
interpretation about the circumstances. The chapter's sparse language underscores

themes of vulnerability and uncertainty.

The final line—"Where is Gabriel"—introduces a key figure, Gabriel, whose absence or
whereabouts is a source of anxiety. This question shifts the focus from the immediate
physical state of the person being addressed to a broader emotional or narrative
concern. Gabriel's identity and significance remain ambiguous, adding mystery and

prompting readers to speculate about their role in the story.

Overall, the chapter captures a moment of tension and longing, blending physical and
emotional disorientation. The minimalist dialogue and unanswered questions create a
haunting atmosphere, inviting readers to piece together the context. The title "Wish
You Were Here" reinforces themes of absence and yearning, suggesting a deeper

narrative about connection, loss, or recovery that will unfold in subsequent chapters.



Chapter 11: Eleven

Diana awakens in a hospital, disoriented and unable to speak due to a tube in her
throat. The bright lights and mechanical sounds confirm she is in an ICU. A medical
professional instructs her to blink for answers and remove the tube by coughing, which
leaves her throat painfully raw. As her vision clears, she notices "COVID +" written on
the window, signaling her diagnosis. Finn, dressed in full protective gear, holds her

hand, revealing he broke protocol to see her, as visitors are barred from the ICU.

Finn explains Diana was on a ventilator for five days after collapsing at home, and her
recent breathing trial allowed her extubation. Diana struggles to process this
information, her mind clouded by sedation. When Finn is urged to leave by another
nurse, Diana urgently asks about Gabriel, a person she recalls being with in the water.
Finn dismisses this as delirium common in COVID patients, but Diana insists her

memories are clear—she remembers drowning and letting go of Gabriel.

Confused, Diana questions how she returned from the Galapagos, where she believed
she was with Gabriel. Finn is baffled, stating she never went there. This revelation
shocks Diana, as her vivid memories clash with Finn's account. The chapter highlights
her disorientation and the disconnect between her perceived reality and the facts

presented by Finn, leaving her grappling with uncertainty.

The emotional core of the chapter lies in Diana's struggle to reconcile her memories
with the present. Finn's tears and protective demeanor underscore the gravity of her
condition, while her insistence on Gabriel's existence hints at deeper psychological or
supernatural elements. The chapter ends on a haunting note, blurring the lines
between reality and illusion, setting the stage for further exploration of Diana's

mysterious experiences.



Chapter 12: Twelve

The chapter follows a patient recovering from severe COVID-19 in an ICU, struggling to
reconcile her vivid memories of an alternate reality with the harsh truths of her
hospitalization. She recalls a detailed two-month stay in the Galdpagos, where she
formed relationships and experienced adventures, yet medical staff dismiss these as
hallucinations. The protagonist undergoes a sedation vacation—a process to assess
her readiness for ventilator removal—while grappling with physical weakness,
isolation, and the emotional toll of grieving people who may not exist. Her nurse,
Syreta, attributes her confusion to the trauma of critical iliness, but the patient

remains convinced of her memories' authenticity.

The protagonist's physical condition highlights the brutal aftermath of COVID-19: she
relies on a feeding tube, wears a diaper, and cannot sit up unassisted. Yet her
psychological distress overshadows these challenges, as she clings to the belief that
her Galapagos experiences were real. Syreta and other staff members attempt to
reassure her, citing similar delusions in other patients, but their explanations only
deepen her frustration. The protagonist's desperation for validation grows, especially
when she discovers her phone lacks evidence of her supposed travels, further isolating

her in a reality no one else acknowledges.

The ICU environment exacerbates her loneliness, with strict visitation protocols leaving
her starved for human connection. Her interactions with nurses Betty and Syreta
reveal the strain on medical staff and the rarity of recovery stories like hers. When she
expresses fears of permanent brain damage from oxygen deprivation, Betty reassures
her that "COVID fog" is temporary, but the protagonist remains unsettled. Her
agitation peaks as she demands answers, refusing sedation to preserve her contested
memories. A failed attempt to contact Finn, her apparent lifeline to reality,

underscores her emotional vulnerability.



The chapter culminates in a bittersweet reunion with Finn via video call, where his
presence momentarily anchors her to the present. Yet the protagonist's internal
conflict persists, as she questions the nature of her reality. The juxtaposition of Finn's
tangible warmth and her lingering doubts encapsulates her psychological turmoil. The
chapter leaves unresolved whether her Galdpagos memories are a coping mechanism,
a neurological side effect, or something inexplicable, mirroring the broader

uncertainties of pandemic-era trauma and recovery.



Chapter 13: Thirteen

The chapter opens with the protagonist, Diana, grappling with anxiety after her
partner, Finn, leaves for work. Despite assuring him she’s fine, she experiences a panic
attack, overwhelmed by fears of vulnerability in her weakened state. She distracts
herself by making coffee, a small victory that marks the start of her post-recovery life.
The mundane task contrasts sharply with her internal turmoil, highlighting her struggle

to adapt to her new reality amid the ongoing pandemic.

Diana reflects on her past routine with Finn, where they’d leisurely read news
together, and her job at Sotheby’s, which she now fears she may never return to. The
pandemic’s financial and emotional toll looms large, compounded by grim headlines
about rising death tolls and overwhelmed hospitals. As she reads obituaries, including
one about a couple who died hours apart, she’s haunted by survivor’s guilt,
questioning why she survived when others didn’t. This existential crisis forces her to

confront the randomness of the virus and the fragility of life.

Struggling to find purpose, Diana searches for new career paths, initially focusing on
the art business but feeling uninspired. A memory of creating art with a child in the
Galapagos sparks an idea: art therapy. This realization feels like a revelation,
suggesting her past experiences might have subconsciously guided her toward this
field. However, doubts creep in as she imagines the practical hurdles of pursuing it.
The chapter captures her tentative hope and the overwhelming uncertainty of

reinventing herself post-illness.

The chapter closes with Diana scrolling through social media, where she discovers Finn
had posted about her hospitalization without her knowledge. The mix of supportive
and divisive comments mirrors the pandemic’s polarizing impact. She stumbles upon a
Covid-19 survivors’ group, reading about others’ altered senses and struggles, which

grounds her in a shared experience. The chapter ends on an unresolved note,



emphasizing Diana’s search for meaning and connection in a world still reeling from

the pandemic’s chaos.



Chapter 14: Fourteen

The chapter opens with a video chat between the protagonist and her friend Rodney,
where she reveals she told Finn a partial truth about her recent dreamlike experience.
Their banter shifts to her struggles with reality after rehab, as she describes
attempting to follow routines but still feeling disconnected. Rodney suggests her
alternate reality might be Gabriel trying to reach her, much like Finn did during her
hospitalization. This sparks her existential dilemma: which version of her life is real?
The conversation blends humor and tension, highlighting her confusion and the blurred

lines between her two perceived realities.

Rodney introduces his sister Rayanne, a self-proclaimed psychic, who offers a
metaphysical perspective on the protagonist’s situation. Rayanne theorizes that death
might not be an endpoint but a transition into a new reality, where time is compressed
like a stitch in fabric. She suggests the protagonist’s near-death experience allowed
her to glimpse another existence, making her current reality feel unstable. The
protagonist is both intrigued and unsettled by this idea, which challenges her
understanding of life and control. Rayanne’s matter-of-fact delivery and cryptic
warning—"you’re not done with all this yet"—Ileave the protagonist with more

questions than answers.

The chapter then shifts to the protagonist’s visits to her mother at The Greens, a care
facility. Their interactions are tender yet distant, as they bond over small rituals like
picnics and watching *American Idol*. Her mother’s vivid recollections of her
photojournalism career—capturing global crises and human stories—reveal a shared
curiosity about the world. Yet, their relationship remains strained, with unspoken
tensions lingering beneath the surface. These moments contrast with the earlier
metaphysical discussion, grounding the protagonist in the tangible world while

underscoring her search for connection and meaning.



The chapter weaves together themes of reality, identity, and belonging, juxtaposing
the protagonist’s internal turmoil with her external relationships. Rodney’s humor,
Rayanne’s mysticism, and her mother’s fragmented memories create a tapestry of
perspectives that mirror her fractured sense of self. The narrative leaves open whether
her experiences are psychological or supernatural, inviting readers to ponder the
nature of existence alongside her. The chapter’s blend of wit, emotion, and existential

inquiry captures the protagonist’s journey toward understanding her place in—or

between—worlds.



Chapter 15: Fifteen

Chapter Fifteen, titled "Wish You Were Here," is strikingly minimal in its content,
consisting of only two words: "Go away." This brevity suggests a deliberate choice by
the author to convey a powerful message through simplicity. The chapter’s tone
appears dismissive or confrontational, possibly reflecting a character's emotional state
or a pivotal moment in the narrative. The lack of additional context forces readers to

interpret the meaning based on preceding events or themes.

The chapter’s title, "Wish You Were Here," contrasts sharply with its content, creating
an ironic or bittersweet tone. While the title evokes a sense of longing or absence, the
directive "Go away" implies rejection or solitude. This juxtaposition may highlight a
conflict between desire and reality, or it could symbolize a character's internal struggle
with attachment and detachment. The chapter’s brevity amplifies its emotional impact,

leaving room for multiple interpretations.

The sparse wording of the chapter could serve as a turning point in the narrative,
marking a moment of defiance, resignation, or emotional rupture. Its placement in the
book suggests it holds significance, whether as a standalone statement or a reaction
to prior events. The author’s choice to isolate these words emphasizes their weight,
inviting readers to ponder their implications for the story’s broader themes of

connection, separation, or autonomy.

Ultimately, Chapter Fifteen’s effectiveness lies in its ambiguity and economy of
language. By stripping the chapter down to its essence, the author challenges readers
to engage deeply with the text, inferring meaning from what is left unsaid. The
chapter’s starkness may resonate as a reflection of human emotions that are often
simple in expression yet complex in origin, leaving a lasting impression despite its

brevity.



Chapter 16: Sixteen

The chapter "Wish You Were Here" opens with a stark and emotional tone, as the
narrator describes their physical state—eyes swollen shut—suggesting intense grief or
exhaustion. The brevity of the lines underscores a sense of despair, with the narrator's
inability to rise with the sun symbolizing a disconnect from the natural world or a loss
of motivation. The title itself, "Wish You Were Here," hints at longing or absence,

possibly reflecting a deeper emotional narrative.

The imagery of the swollen eyes and the rising sun creates a poignhant contrast
between the narrator's inner turmoil and the external world's continuity. While the sun
represents renewal and hope, the narrator's immobility emphasizes their emotional
paralysis. This juxtaposition highlights themes of isolation and unprocessed pain, as

the narrator seems trapped in their suffering, unable to engage with the new day.

The chapter's sparse language amplifies its emotional weight, leaving much to
interpretation. The narrator's refusal or inability to rise suggests a rejection of the
day's possibilities, perhaps due to overwhelming sadness or a sense of futility. The
absence of additional context forces readers to focus on the raw emotion conveyed in

these few lines, making the chapter a powerful snapshot of despair.

Ultimately, this brief chapter serves as a meditation on grief and disconnection. The
narrator's physical and emotional state reflects a profound struggle, while the title and
imagery evoke a sense of longing for someone or something lost. The minimalist style
reinforces the intensity of the narrator's experience, leaving a lasting impression of

solitude and unspoken pain.



Chapter 17: Seventeen

The chapter opens with a poignant and introspective question from the narrator, who
wonders if they are alone in experiencing the unique grief of losing their mother twice.
This rhetorical question sets a deeply personal and emotional tone, hinting at a
complex relationship with loss and memory. The brevity of the excerpt underscores
the weight of the narrator’s sorrow, leaving readers to ponder the layers of meaning

behind the statement.

The narrator’s query suggests a metaphorical or symbolic interpretation of death,
implying that their mother’s passing was not just a physical event but also an
emotional or psychological one. This duality of loss could reflect unresolved grief, a
strained relationship, or even a sense of abandonment. The chapter’s title, "Wish You
Were Here," further amplifies the theme of longing and absence, evoking a sense of

yearning for connection with the departed.

The sparse yet powerful language invites readers to project their own experiences of
loss onto the narrator’s words, creating a universal resonance. The chapter’s
emotional core lies in its exploration of how grief can be multifaceted, with death
sometimes occurring in stages rather than a single moment. This perspective
challenges conventional notions of mourning, suggesting that loss can be an ongoing

process rather than a finite event.

Ultimately, the chapter serves as a meditation on the enduring impact of losing a loved
one and the ways in which that loss can manifest over time. The narrator’s
vulnerability and raw honesty make the excerpt relatable, offering solace to others
who have faced similar struggles. While brief, the passage leaves a lasting impression,
encouraging readers to reflect on their own experiences with grief and the

complexities of memory.



Chapter 18: Eighteen

The chapter opens with Finn coaxing the protagonist out of bed after three days of
grief following her mother’s death. Despite being in quarantine, Finn insists they take a
walk, bending the rules to help her heal. The protagonist reflects on her absence from
the alternate reality of the Galdpagos, which she had previously escaped to during her
COVID illness, and questions why it didn’t reappear during her grief. This absence
leaves her unsettled, hinting at a deeper existential uncertainty about her place in the

world.

As they walk through Manhattan, the protagonist observes the stark contrast between
the city’s usual vibrancy and its current subdued state during the pandemic. The
streets are quieter, interactions are cautious, and the “new normal” feels fragile and
uncertain. She wonders aloud if life will ever return to its pre-pandemic state,
prompting Finn to reflect on how trauma leaves lasting scars, both physical and
emotional. His analogy to surgery underscores the inevitability of change, even in

recovery.

In Carl Schurz Park, Finn surprises the protagonist with a marriage proposal,
expressing his desire to move forward together despite the chaos around them. He
envisions a future filled with shared dreams—children, a home, and stability. The
protagonist, however, hesitates, distracted by a sudden question about why Finn
abandoned his childhood dream of becoming a magician. This moment reveals a
disconnect between them, as Finn’s practical nature clashes with her newfound

introspection about authenticity and purpose.

The chapter culminates in the protagonist rejecting Finn’s proposal, realizing she no
longer aligns with the life they once planned. She acknowledges Finn’s goodness but
admits he isn’t right for her, emphasizing that life cannot be rigidly planned. Her

decision symbolizes a desire to embrace change and redefine her reality, even if it



means letting go of stability. The chapter ends with Finn heartbroken and confused,

while the protagonist feels a sense of liberation, poised to forge her own path.



Epilogue

The epilogue reflects on the protagonist’s journey of recovery and self-discovery three
years after surviving Covid. Emphasizing the importance of living in the present, the
narrator dismisses grand ambitions in favor of appreciating small victories—health,
shelter, and loved ones. Now an art therapist with her own practice, she travels to the
Galapagos alone, symbolizing closure and independence. The chapter underscores the
fleeting nature of moments and the value of cherishing what one has, rather than

yearning for what’s absent.

Arriving in Puerto Villamil, the protagonist observes the vibrant, tourist-filled town,
contrasting it with her pandemic memories. She reconnects humorously with her friend
Rodney, who supported her through her breakup with Finn and her mother’s death.
The narrative touches on Finn’s new life with another woman, acknowledging the
protagonist’s genuine wish for his happiness. Her solo trip represents a final chapter, a

deliberate step toward personal resolution and growth after years of upheaval.

The protagonist checks into a boutique hotel, noting its dissimilarity to her dreams,
and inquires about a woman named Elena, hinting at unresolved threads from her
past. She reflects on her master’s thesis about memory’s unreliability, drawing
parallels to Japan’s tsunami stones—monuments meant to preserve hard-earned
wisdom across generations. Her art therapy practice has channeled this idea into
creating “pandemic stones,” collaborative artworks by survivors to memorialize their
collective trauma and lessons. One such stone stands in the MoMA, near her mother’s

photograph, bridging personal and communal healing.

Exploring Isabela Island, the protagonist confronts discrepancies between her
memories and reality, blending familiarity with newfound details. She visits the tortoise
breeding ground, another site that diverges from her imagination, and jogs along the

coast, savoring the ability to breathe freely—a stark contrast to her Covid experience.



The epilogue closes with her embracing the present, acknowledging the past’'s weight
while stepping forward into a life shaped by resilience, art, and the quiet joy of

survival.



