Oathbringer

Oathbringer is the third epic installment in Brandon Sanderson’s acclaimed Stormlight
Archive series. Set in the richly detailed world of Roshar, the novel follows Dalinar
Kholin as he strives to unite a fractured world threatened by ancient enemies. As
secrets of the past come to light and new powers awaken, the characters must
confront their inner demons and the true cost of leadership. With intricate world-
building, complex characters, and sweeping action, Oathbringer delivers a powerful,

emotional, and thrilling fantasy experience.

1. Broken and Divided

The chapter opens with a provocative quote from the preface of *Oathbringer*, hinting
at the contentious and transformative nature of the revelations to come. Dalinar
Kholin, a central figure, finds himself in a vision standing beside the memory of a dead
god, Honor, amidst the ruins of Kholinar, his home city. This vision occurs shortly after
Dalinar’s forces arrive at Urithiru, seeking refuge from a devastating storm. Despite
their escape, Dalinar feels overwhelmed and uncertain, struggling to comprehend the
forces at play, including the storm’s significance and the return of the ancient enemies
known as the Voidbringers. His quest for understanding drives him to seek divine

insight through visions.

Dalinar’s visions serve as a cryptic form of divine communication, offering fragmented
insights into the past, present, and possible futures. In this particular vision, he
witnesses Kholinar in ruins, destroyed by an unknown destructive force. Dalinar,

bonded with the Stormfather—an immensely powerful spren—uses his ability to



traverse these visions at will to investigate the aftermath of the city’s destruction. He
perceives the chaos of shattered buildings, smashed storm formations, and claw marks
suggesting a monstrous force. Despite the divine monologue he receives, Dalinar
seeks concrete details, especially about the impending threats, and questions the
nature of the destruction, which is linked to the return of the Voidbringers and the

ominous Everstorm.

The narrative emphasizes the urgency of Dalinar’s warnings about the approaching
storm and the impending catastrophe. Though he has shared his concerns with leaders
across Roshar, most dismiss his warnings, underestimating the storm's destructive
potential. Dalinar recognizes that the Everstorm, which appeared suddenly and with
unprecedented power, will return and devastate the land further, awakening the
Parshendi and transforming them into Voidbringers. The storm’s destructive cycle and
the failure of political leaders to heed his warnings leave Dalinar feeling isolated and
desperate, as he attempts to piece together divine clues to prevent catastrophe while

confronting the reality that traditional defenses and alliances are faltering.

In the final analysis, Dalinar reflects on the broader implications of the visions and the
impending conflict. The ruined Kholinar symbolizes the coming destruction, not only of
cities but of the entire world order. He perceives signs of a monstrous force capable of
tearing through stone and flesh, hinting at the chaos that will ensue. The divine
message suggests that the storm is merely a precursor to even greater calamities—an
apocalyptic conflict driven by inscrutable enemies and ancient powers long thought
dead. With the gods silent and the Knights Radiant diminished, Dalinar faces the
overwhelming burden of preventing the ultimate desolation, knowing that hope hinges

on fragile divine guidance and his own resolve to confront the encroaching darkness.



2. One Problem Solved

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of the chaos and logistical challenges faced
during the aftermath of a conflict. Adolin Kholin finds himself supervising the unloading
of supplies in a vast, dark cavern that has been converted into a staging area for
refugees and soldiers. Despite the disorder, Adolin is focused on ensuring that the
supplies, including alcohol and water, are distributed according to orders from his aunt
Navani. His observations reveal the strain on both the infrastructure and the people,
many of whom are weary from recent battles. Adolin’s sense of duty compels him to
manage the situation with a mixture of authority and concern for the well-being of the

displaced.

Amidst the logistical chaos, Adolin’s personal struggles surface as he grapples with
guilt over recent violence, particularly the possibility that he may have killed Torol
Sadeas. His physical injuries—an aching wrist and a bruise—mirror his internal turmoil.
The chapter emphasizes his desire to stay busy and avoid dwelling on his actions,
which weigh heavily on his conscience. His focus on minor details and the day-to-day
operations serve as a distraction, yet the shadow of doubt about his morality persists.
This internal conflict underscores the emotional toll war and leadership exact on

individuals like Adolin.

Meanwhile, Dalinar Kholin’s storyline unfolds with a tense scene of political and
physical conflict. Dalinar arrives at a scene of a violent confrontation between soldiers,
where a highprince’s body has been discovered in the tunnels. The scene is charged
with suspicion and chaos, as accusations fly about the circumstances of the death.
Dalinar’s authoritative presence manages to restore some order, and he quickly
deduces that the body has been left untouched for hours, indicating that the death
was either accidental or staged. His investigation reveals the complex and dangerous

political landscape, where loyalty and treachery are intertwined with the brutal



realities of war.

The chapter concludes with Dalinar’'s somber reflection on death and violence,
highlighting his familiarity with the sight of fallen men. As he examines Sadeas’s
mutilated body, he recognizes the wounds as the work of an assassin—an act that
signals deeper intrigue and treachery within the ranks. Navani’s disapproval
underscores the gravity of the situation, emphasizing that the political tensions are
escalating. The chapter’s tone underscores the brutal, often grisly nature of leadership
during wartime, where death is both a familiar and a feared presence, and where

every event could have far-reaching consequences.



3. Momentum

The chapter opens with a vivid flashback to a battle fought thirty-four years prior,
highlighting Dalinar’s leadership and combat prowess. He leads a diverse elite force
across a scorched battlefield, demonstrating confidence and strategic acumen. The
environment is chaotic, filled with smoldering rockbuds and flamespren, emphasizing
the intensity of the conflict. Dalinar’s tactical approach involves a classic hammer-and-
anvil formation, aiming to trap and crush the enemy. His readiness to engage directly
and push forward exemplifies his aggressive and fearless nature, setting the tone for
understanding his combat philosophy rooted in momentum and relentless pursuit of

victory.

Dalinar’'s combat style is characterized by raw physicality and a focus on maintaining
momentum. As he charges into the enemy ranks, he relies on instinct, strength, and
overwhelming force rather than finesse or hesitation. His actions are brutal but
calculated, designed to intimidate and break the enemy’s morale quickly. The scene
captures the chaos of close-quarters combat, with Dalinar smashing through enemy
lines, killing with primal ferocity, and disregarding fear or mercy. His approach
underscores a belief that in battle, relentless forward motion is essential to destabilize
foes and secure victory, emphasizing the importance of not stopping or overthinking in

the heat of combat.

The narrative then shifts to a specific engagement where Dalinar encounters a group
of enemy soldiers led by a commanding officer on a horse, who appears to be a high-
ranking lighteyes. Dalinar’s desire for a challenge drives him to attack fiercely, seeking
to test his strength and resolve. The fight is depicted as brutal and unrelenting, with
Dalinar using quick, powerful strikes to dominate his opponent. The scene underscores
his need for adrenaline and the thrill of combat, illustrating how momentum and

aggression are central to his fighting style. This confrontation also hints at political or



social tensions, as Dalinar considers the significance of his opponent’s status.

In the climax of the chapter, Dalinar demonstrates tactical ingenuity by using a
shortbow to shoot the horse, causing chaos and creating an opening to engage the
enemy leader directly. His focus remains on maintaining momentum, pushing forward
with relentless energy. The battle becomes a frantic, life-or-death contest, with Dalinar
fighting fiercely to control the fight's flow. His physical and mental resilience shine
through, as he refuses to yield or be turned aside by the storm of combat. The chapter
concludes with Dalinar’s continued drive to dominate his opponent, illustrating his core

belief that momentum is the key to victory in war and life alike.



4. Oaths

The chapter "Oaths" opens with a reflective tone, quoting Dalinar’s preface from
*Qathbringer* that hints at his perceived heresy and the weight of his beliefs. It sets a
somber mood, emphasizing themes of faith, doubt, and the burden of leadership. The
narrative then shifts to a pivotal moment: Dalinar’s awareness of an unnatural,
ominous storm—the reappearance of the Everstorm—signaling impending chaos. His
connection with the Stormfather underscores the mystical relationship between the
Storms and the world of Roshar. Dalinar’s internal feelings of dread and the storm’s
strange, vengeful nature foreshadow a coming catastrophe that threatens the land

and its people.

The scene vividly describes the storm’s destructive power and its eerie, almost
sentient presence. Dalinar observes the storm’s ominous approach, feeling its
unnatural cold and inner chill, which signifies something more sinister than a typical
highstorm. The Stormfather’s distant voice confirms this, revealing that the storm is a
new, unknown force—an enemy riding the storm itself, intent on destruction. Dalinar
perceives visions of devastation—cities razed, fields destroyed, and people
fleeing—highlighting the storm’s malevolence and the threat it poses to Roshar’s
stability. This portrayal underscores the storm as a symbol of an emerging, vengeful

adversary that aims to sow chaos and death.

Further introspection reveals Dalinar’s understanding that the storm’s wrath is
targeted at the vulnerable—small towns, fields, and unprepared populations—rather
than just large cities. The storm’s deliberate attacks and the red lightning hint at a
calculated assault, not just a natural phenomenon. The imagery of glowing red eyes
and the storm’s anger evoke a sense of an active, intelligent enemy. Dalinar
recognizes that this storm’s purpose is to weaken and destabilize, possibly to facilitate

the rise of the Voidbringers and turn parshmen into tools of destruction. The chapter



emphasizes that this is a new level of threat, reminiscent of the Desolations, with a

focus on bloodshed and chaos.

In the closing sections, Dalinar’s personal struggles and relationships come into focus.
Navani’'s support and her attempt to comfort him reveal the emotional toll of
leadership and the burden of responsibility. Their intimate exchange underscores
Dalinar’s internal conflict—his desire for control and stability versus the chaos
threatening to engulf them. His resolve to find a solution through oaths symbolizes a
commitment to unity and binding promises, vital in facing the impending darkness.
The chapter concludes with Dalinar’s determination to act decisively, recognizing that
the path forward involves firm commitments and unwavering resolve, even amid

uncertainty and peril.



5. Hearthstone

Kaladin’s journey in this chapter highlights his deep sense of responsibility and the
emotional toll of his efforts to prevent catastrophe. As he trudges through a landscape
that contrasts sharply with the familiar, fertile fields of Hearthstone, he reflects on his
recent struggles, including his failed attempt to reach his home before the arrival of
the Everstorm. His awareness of the storm’s destructive power and its unnatural origin
intensifies his sense of urgency and despair. Despite traveling over a thousand miles in
a short time, exhaustion and the storm’s threat weigh heavily on him, emphasizing the

relentless pressure he faces as a protector and warrior.

The chapter vividly depicts Kaladin's environment, emphasizing the contrast between
the lush, vibrant landscapes and the desolation caused by the storm. He notices debris
from human constructions, such as a broken churn and a roof’s edge, revealing signs
of recent destruction. These remnants serve as tangible evidence of the storm’s
ferocity and the ongoing danger. Kaladin’s observations also reflect humankind’s
resilience, as the buildings are designed to withstand storms, though the arrival of the
Everstorm—blowing from an unexpected direction—poses an unprecedented threat
that heightens his anxiety. His internal struggle is compounded by memories of

previous battles and the storm’s unnatural, almost horrific nature.

Kaladin’s inner conflict deepens as he approaches his destination, feeling the
emptiness of being without Stormlight, which leaves him drained and vulnerable. His
thoughts turn to the significance of symbols and identity, noting the change in his
appearance and the absence of the Bridge Four insignia—an emblem of his past. Syl's
playful interactions contrast with his somber mood, providing moments of levity amid
tension. Her curiosity and lightheartedness underscore her role as both companion and
reminder of the innocence he longs to protect. Their dialogue reveals Kaladin’s longing

for home and the emotional weight of the storm’s threat to Hearthstone.



As Kaladin nears Hearthstone, his focus shifts to the impending danger posed by the
Everstorm. He recognizes the landscape and the signs of recent destruction, feeling an
urgent need to reach his loved ones and ensure their safety. The chapter ends with his
realization that he has failed to beat the storm, fueling his anxiety and sense of guilt.
Syl’s innocent questions and her attempt to cheer him up highlight the contrast
between her carefree nature and the gravity of his mission. Kaladin’s determination to
continue despite exhaustion underscores the core theme of perseverance in the face

of overwhelming odds.



6. Four Lifetimes

The chapter opens with Kaladin navigating the aftermath of a harrowing battle,
stepping into Roshone’s manor amidst a landscape of destruction and chaos. As his
visions of death fade, he recognizes familiar faces among the townspeople, indicating
that they have survived the Voidbringer assault. Despite the outward appearance of
fatigue and dishevelment, the town is alive, suggesting resilience and survival.
Kaladin’s internal struggle is palpable as he searches for his parents, driven by a
desire for connection and closure. His initial hope for a triumphant reunion contrasts
sharply with the reality of his appearance and the tense atmosphere, highlighting the

emotional distance and the scars of his experiences.

Kaladin’s interaction with the guards and townspeople reveals a stark social divide and
the lingering stigma attached to his past as a slave and deserter. The soldiers treat
him with suspicion and hostility, framing him as a dangerous outsider. Kaladin’s
instinctive defiance, exemplified by his “old sergeant’s trick,” underscores his
resilience and refusal to be subdued by authority figures. Meanwhile, the
townspeople’s fearful whispers about him—calling him “deserter” and
“dangerous”—illustrate how his past actions and current state have marginalized him.
Despite the hostility, Kaladin’s core identity remains intact, and his internal resolve

begins to surface amid the external rejection.

As Kaladin advances through the manor, memories flood his mind—familiar locations
and painful recollections of his childhood and past conflicts. The estate’s portraits and
rooms evoke a sense of personal history, contrasting sharply with his current ragged
appearance. His concern about confronting his parents over Tien’s fate reveals
lingering guilt and emotional turmoil. His internal conflict intensifies as he
contemplates the possibility of facing his family, haunted by fears that they may no

longer want him or that he might be unable to reconcile his past with his present. This



emotional tension underscores the chapter’s exploration of identity, loss, and the

longing for acceptance.

The chapter culminates in a poignant reunion with his father, Lirin, who is wounded but
alive. The emotional intensity peaks as Kaladin finally sees his father, and they share
an embrace filled with relief and unspoken pain. Kaladin’s apology for failing to protect
Tien reveals his deep quilt and remorse, highlighting the heavy burden he carries. His
mother’s shock and subsequent tenderness deepen the scene’s emotional resonance,
emphasizing the importance of family bonds amid chaos. The chapter ends with
Kaladin among the wounded, contemplating his struggles and newfound hope, even as
the scars of his past remain a powerful reminder of the cost of his sacrifices and the

possibility of healing.



7. A Watcher at the Rim

The chapter opens with a reflection on survival and resilience, referencing the preface
of *Oathbringer* and emphasizing that experiencing something worse than death can
be a profound and harrowing ordeal. This sets a tone of inner struggle and growth,
highlighting the emotional and psychological toll faced by the protagonist, Kaladin. The
narrative then shifts to a tense confrontation in Roshone’s manor, where Kaladin’s
actions escalate from a physical altercation to a display of authority. Despite the
chaos, Kaladin demonstrates restraint and a desire to act morally, recognizing the
importance of maintaining his integrity even when provoked, which underscores his

evolving sense of responsibility and self-awareness.

Kaladin’s leadership qualities come to the forefront as he attempts to de-escalate the
situation with the guards and Roshone. His commanding presence and sharp wit help
him regain control, ordering the soldiers to stand down and questioning what
happened to the parshmen. His interactions reveal a deeper understanding of the
political and social tensions at play, while also exposing his internal conflict about
violence and justice. Kaladin’s ability to balance assertiveness with restraint illustrates
his growth from a former slave to a leader trying to uphold moral principles amidst

chaos and hostility.

The chapter also explores the mysterious nature of the parshmen and their recent
transformations following a strange storm. Kaladin investigates the scene, discovering
that the parshmen appeared more monstrous and formidable, resembling
Voidbringers. Despite their increased size and aggression, they did not attack, which
raises questions about their motives and the larger threat they pose. The guards’
reports of the storm’s destruction and the parshmen’s behavior hint at a new and
more dangerous phase of the conflict, compelling Kaladin to consider the strategic

implications for the ongoing war and his own role within it.



Finally, Kaladin’s focus shifts to gathering intelligence on the Voidbringers’ movements
and potential threats. He recognizes the importance of maps and detailed information
to understand their plans and predict their next moves. His concern about the
kingdom’s food supply and the refugees underscores the broader human stakes
involved in the conflict. As he prepares to report to Elhokar, Kaladin’s determination to
uncover the enemy’s intentions and to find a way to protect his people demonstrates
his commitment to leadership and the pursuit of justice, even amid uncertainty and

danger.



8. A Powerful Lie

The chapter opens with Shallan reflecting on her long-standing inner struggles,
revealing that her creative process and emotional turmoil have been intertwined since
her youth. Her act of drawing becomes a form of expression and a means to cope with
her complex feelings. As she sketches with agitation, Pattern’s presence introduces a
confession of guilt, acknowledging his role in her past trauma—specifically her
mother’s death. Shallan’s determination to focus on her art amid the chaos illustrates
her desire to find calm and clarity amidst her inner conflict, emphasizing the

importance of her creative outlet as a form of healing.

Shallan’s sketches serve as a window into her mind, capturing her attempts to
understand the towering city of Urithiru and its significance. Her frustration with her
inability to fully grasp its scale reflects her struggle to comprehend the monumental
truths surrounding her and her environment. She is aware of the weight of her
responsibilities as a Knight Radiant, especially the need to control her powers and
confront her past. Her artistic efforts symbolize her desire to impose order on her
chaos, but her internal conflict persists, especially regarding her use of the sword and

the truths she must face.

The narrative then shifts to her interaction with the scout and her participation in
military life. Shallan’s sketches attract admiration from the scout, revealing her talent
and the surreal quality of her art, which hints at her subconscious mind processing her
fears and uncertainties. Her attempt to act more composed in front of soldiers signifies
her awareness of her public image and the pressure to embody the ideals of a Knight
Radiant. Her thoughts about the reputation of her order highlight the ongoing struggle

to restore trust and honor in a world wary of the ancient Knights Radiant’s legacy.

Finally, the chapter underscores the political and social tensions present in Urithiru and

the broader war effort. Dalinar’s leadership and the efforts to rebuild the Radiants’



reputation are contrasted with lingering skepticism among the populace. Shallan’s
internal dialogue about her art, her role, and her identity encapsulates her ongoing
journey towards self-understanding and acceptance. Her resolve to carry herself with
dignity despite the chaos around her demonstrates her commitment to her path, even

as she grapples with the profound truths and lies that define her existence.



9. The Threads of a Screw

The chapter opens with Shallan reflecting on her new status as Brightness Radiant,
which grants her a sense of inclusion in significant events, contrasting her previous
outsider status. Amidst the chaos of an investigation into a murder, she observes the
scene with a mixture of curiosity and exhaustion, especially after using her Stormlight
supply on a map that disintegrated. Her perspective offers insight into her feelings of
being both a participant and an outsider in the tense environment of the palace and

the ongoing political and military turmoil.

As the investigation progresses, the scene shifts to the discovery of a murdered
lighteyed officer, Vedekar Perel, found in a chamber with peculiar structural features
resembling a screw thread. The body bears signs of a brutal fight, with a precise and
disturbing kill—stabbed through the eye—mirroring the earlier death of Highprince
Sadeas. This pattern suggests a deliberate and methodical killer, raising fears that the
murders are interconnected and possibly orchestrated by a single perpetrator, which

alarms the characters and complicates their understanding of the threat.

Dalinar, Navani, and their guards examine the crime scene, noting the similarities in
the method of murder and the room’s unusual architecture, which includes stone
sculptures resembling spouts and a bathing chamber. Navani’'s detailed observations
underscore the meticulous nature of the killer's work, hinting at a level of intelligence
and intent behind the murders. The scene highlights the unsettling precision with
which the killer operates, adding a layer of menace to an already tense political
landscape, and emphasizing the difficulty of uncovering the perpetrator amidst

ongoing chaos.

The chapter concludes with Dalinar’s leadership focus shifting to the broader threat
facing Roshar, as he orders the withdrawal of troops and the dissemination of warnings

to potential allies. Meanwhile, Shallan’s interactions with Renarin and Adolin reveal her



internal tension and her awareness of the dangerous environment around her.
Dalinar’s somber reflection on the loss of most investigative personnel underscores the
gravity of the situation, where the murder investigation becomes just one facet of a

much larger, existential conflict that demands their full attention and resilience.



10. Distractions

The chapter begins with Kaladin reflecting on childhood influences and his evolving
perspective on heroism and heresy, setting a tone of introspection. He demonstrates
his mastery of Windrunning by leaping from a hilltop, using Stormlight to lift himself
and navigate through a rain-drenched landscape filled with dense vivim trees. His
movements are fluid and practiced, reminiscent of disciplined training, and are
accompanied by internal musings about his past and present responsibilities. Kaladin’s
physical agility and mental focus are intertwined as he prepares to face the ongoing
threat of Voidbringers, emphasizing his role as a warrior caught between duty and

personal history.

The narrative shifts to Kaladin’s interaction with Syl, who appears as a playful, surreal
raindrop and then as a young woman, providing comic relief and companionship amid
the bleak weather. Their banter reveals Kaladin’s tendency toward seriousness,
counterbalanced by Syl's lightheartedness and her role in uplifting his spirits. Their
conversations touch on themes of family, creation, and the nature of spren, illustrating
the bond between them and highlighting Syl’s playful, nurturing personality. Kaladin’s
reflections on his family and Syl’s imagined potential as a mother deepen the
chapter’s exploration of identity, purpose, and the intangible bonds that sustain him in

difficult times.

As Kaladin journeys outward, he assesses the villages he encounters, noting the
damage inflicted by storms and lightning but finding hope in the absence of
widespread attack. His spiral route from Hearthstone to Hornhollow demonstrates his
diligent efforts to warn communities about the returning storm and the threat of
Voidbringers. The scene underscores the ongoing struggle of rebuilding and survival in
a ravaged land, with Kaladin acting as a messenger and protector. His observations

about the land’s geography and the resilience of the villagers serve as a reminder of



the persistent danger and the importance of vigilance.

In the final scene, Kaladin arrives at Hornhollow, where signs of life and community
resilience emerge despite the destruction. He prepares to address the villagers as a
Knight Radiant, symbolized by his blade and his reputation. The villagers’ enthusiastic
reception, despite the relentless rain, underscores their hope and faith in Kaladin’s
leadership. The chapter concludes with Kaladin’s resolve to deliver his message,
embodying his role as a protector and leader amid adversity. This scene encapsulates
themes of hope, duty, and the enduring human spirit in the face of relentless storms

and threats.



11. The Rift

The chapter opens with a flashback to thirty-three years earlier, capturing Dalinar’s
triumphant moment of obtaining his own Shardplate through combat. As he revels in
the newfound power, he experiences a surge of energy and confidence, feeling that
the world will never be the same. His sense of achievement is tinged with the lingering
doubts he once harbored about whether he would ever attain such power. The vivid
imagery emphasizes the significance of this milestone in his life, marking a turning
point that elevates him beyond mere soldier to a formidable warrior clad in divine

armor, symbolizing strength and honor.

Dalinar’'s camaraderie with Sadeas and Gavilar is portrayed amidst the morning mist,
revealing political tensions and personal ambitions. While Dalinar remains more
focused on the battlefield, the others discuss political alliances and strategic marriages
as tools to consolidate power. Sadeas suggests that Dalinar’s marriage could forge
vital alliances, yet Dalinar dismisses the idea, preferring to focus solely on fighting.
The dialogue underscores the contrasting priorities—military valor versus political
maneuvering—that define their relationships and the larger power struggles within

their kingdom, Alethkar.

The narrative shifts to their military campaign against the city of Rathalas, also known
as the Rift. As they prepare for battle, Dalinar questions the presence of a Shardbearer
among their enemies, revealing his desire to claim that power for himself. Gavilar’s
teasing response about a rival Shardbearer named Tanalan adds a personal rivalry
element. The scene intensifies as the army launches an assault, with rocks, arrows,
and catapults hurled against them. Dalinar’s resilience and the strength of his Plate
are highlighted as he dodges projectiles and advances toward the fortifications,

embodying the chaos and brutality of war.



The chapter culminates in a fierce melee atop the city wall, where Dalinar’'s combat
prowess is vividly depicted. He leaps over defenses, fights through defenders, and
destroys enemy equipment with brutal efficiency. The scene emphasizes the visceral
nature of battle, with Dalinar experiencing a surge of the Thrill—an adrenaline-fueled
rush that heightens his combat abilities. The camaraderie and chaos of the fight reflect
his unwavering focus on the fight itself, embodying the warrior’'s code. The chapter
ends with Dalinar feeling almost invincible, overwhelmed by the violence and power he

wields in this relentless confrontation.



12. Negotiations

The chapter begins with a reflection on the grandeur and symbolism of Urithiru, a city
built above the storms, exemplified by its towering glass windows. Dalinar, standing in
an upper chamber, contemplates the Radiants’ legacy and their defiance of worldly
limitations. An internal dialogue reveals his idealization of the Radiants, contrasted
with a voice that reminds him of their betrayals and human flaws. This internal conflict
underscores Dalinar’s struggle to reconcile his admiration for their nobility with the
darker realities of their history, emphasizing themes of leadership, legacy, and the

burdens of memory.

Dalinar prepares for diplomatic negotiations with the emperor of Makabak,
represented through a formal, layered communication process involving a spanreed
and detailed titles. As he and his team await responses, they strategize how to
approach the Azish government, which is characterized by its complex bureaucratic
and religious structure. The narrative highlights the political intricacies of Azir, with its
layered clerics and the hybrid religious-political roles, illustrating the delicate balance

Dalinar must navigate to foster alliances and influence regional power dynamics.

The diplomatic exchange reveals a subtle game of diplomacy, where politeness and
formality mask underlying intentions. Dalinar extends an invitation to the Azish
emperor to visit Urithiru, emphasizing the city’s magnificence and the potential for
future cooperation. However, the response from the Azish court is cautious and non-
committal, expressing mourning for shared losses rather than engaging directly with
Dalinar’s proposal. The dialogue showcases the difficulty of diplomatic persuasion, with
the Azish avoiding direct commitments and maintaining a reserved stance, reflecting

their cultural tendency to avoid offense and their strategic patience.

Throughout the chapter, Dalinar’s frustration grows as he perceives the diplomatic

exchanges as evasive and insincere. His team recognizes the political nuances at play,



understanding that the Azish are skilled in subtlety and indirect communication. The
narrative underscores the challenge of leadership in a fractured world, where alliances
must be forged carefully amid mistrust and cultural differences. Dalinar’s
determination to unite the various factions remains central, even as he grapples with
the complexities of diplomacy and the weight of history, illustrating the ongoing

struggle to bring stability and unity to Roshar.



13. Chaperone

The chapter begins with an introspective tone as Shallan reflects on her transformation
into Veil, a persona she has been cultivating to navigate her complex circumstances.
She feels the enveloping Stormlight as a symbol of her growing powers and her desire
for independence, choosing a new living space in Sebarial’s section of Urithiru that
offers her a semblance of freedom and a view of the mountain peaks. Her focus on her
appearance and disguise highlights her ongoing efforts to master her Lightweaving
abilities, emphasizing her determination to control her identity and conceal her true

self from those around her.

Shallan’s meticulous preparations for her covert activities reveal her dedication to her
dual life. Dressed in her nightgown and practicing her Veil persona, she works on
perfecting her disguise, including her voice and mannerisms, to become more fluid
and instinctive. Her sketches serve as a visual record of her progress, capturing the
various environments and her evolving understanding of Veil’s physicality. These
drawings also reflect her internal struggle to reconcile her true self with the persona
she projects, as she strives to become more confident and effective in her clandestine

endeavors.

The narrative then shifts to a humorous and somewhat awkward encounter with
Adolin, who unexpectedly enters her chambers with a plate of food. Her reaction
underscores her embarrassment and the delicate balance she maintains to keep her
secret life hidden. Her quick efforts to dress and conceal her safehand reveal her
awareness of the importance of maintaining her disguise, even in moments of
vulnerability. Their banter adds a layer of intimacy and familiarity, illustrating their
relationship's complexity, with Adolin’s lightheartedness contrasting her guarded

demeanor.



The chapter concludes with playful exchanges between Shallan and Adolin,
emphasizing their familiarity and the teasing nature of their relationship. Despite her
efforts to remain discreet, Shallan's flirtation and their humorous dialogue reveal a
deeper connection and mutual understanding. Adolin’s insistence on revealing
personal details humorously underscores their bond, even as she navigates her secret
life as a Knight Radiant. The scene encapsulates the tension between her need for
secrecy and her genuine affection for Adolin, highlighting the chapter’s themes of

identity, trust, and the masks people wear.



14. Squires Can’t Capture

The chapter begins with Kaladin stealthily observing a group of Voidbringers,
monstrous enemies from mythological origins, whom he expects to be dangerous and
destructive. Instead, he finds them engaged in mundane activities like playing cards in
the rain, which surprises him and challenges his preconceived notions of their
brutality. The scene is set with Kaladin hiding near their camp, noting their simple
living conditions, such as tarps and a single enclosed tent, and their seemingly relaxed
demeanor, which contrasts sharply with their feared reputation. This moment prompts
a reflection on the disparity between appearances and reality, especially regarding the

enemy’s true nature.

Kaladin’s detailed observation reveals that the Voidbringers are more human-like than
expected—they speak like common villagers, wear simple clothing, and have features
that differ from the mythic monsters he anticipated. Their skin tones vary, and they
display no overt signs of the terrifying traits associated with their kind. The dialogue
between the male and female parshmen hints at their familiarity with games and
social interactions, further humanizing them. Kaladin is struck by how much his
assumptions about their ferocity might be misplaced, as they seem more like ordinary

people caught in difficult circumstances rather than monsters intent on destruction.

The narrative then shifts to a moment of realization for Kaladin, as he contemplates
the apparent disconnect between what he has been told about the Voidbringers and
what he is witnessing. He begins to question his understanding of the ongoing conflict,
pondering the absence of the expected destructive beasts and red-eyed monsters.
This sense of confusion and doubt grows as he considers the possibility that his
previous knowledge might have been incomplete or inaccurate, emphasizing a theme
of misjudgment and the importance of seeing beyond surface appearances to

understand the true nature of the enemy.



The chapter concludes with a sudden alarm, revealing that Kaladin’s presence has
been detected. As chaos erupts, the parshmen scramble with makeshift weapons,
displaying fear rather than combat readiness. Kaladin, recognizing their lack of true
combat skill and seeing their vulnerability, hesitates to attack. Instead, he chooses to
surrender, signaling a shift in his perception of the enemy and highlighting the
complex, nuanced reality behind the conflicts he faces. This moment underscores
themes of empathy, the unpredictability of war, and the importance of understanding

one’s foes before rushing into violence.



15. Brightness Radiant

The chapter opens with a stark declaration of honesty from a character reflecting on
their actions and the costs associated with them, setting a tone of raw truthfulness.
The narrative then shifts to a discussion between Shallan and Adolin, who analyze
recent murders within a tower, noting similarities in the method and positioning of the
victims, Brightlord Perel and Sadeas. They contemplate whether these killings are
connected or coincidental, considering the motives and backgrounds of the victims,
while the setting emphasizes the ongoing investigation and the darkness settling
outside. Pattern’s presence and the use of spheres for light add to the mysterious,

tense atmosphere.

Shallan considers the implications of the murders, pondering whether the victims’
prominence influenced their attention and whether lesser-known individuals might also
be victims of unexamined violence. She debates the possibility of multiple
perpetrators, each acting independently or collaboratively, and questions whether the
murders are random or orchestrated. Her analytical mind weighs the evidence,
recognizing that high-profile deaths are rarely coincidental, yet struggles to find
conclusive proof. She recognizes that the murders might be part of a larger, more

complex pattern that she needs to uncover.

As the conversation shifts, Adolin introduces a personal concern: he hints at a deeper
issue regarding Shallan’s mysterious abilities and her possession of a Shardblade. She
reveals her secret—she has a Shardblade, which she feels conflicted about, given her
traumatic past involving her parents' deaths. Adolin’s excitement about her newfound
power contrasts with her internal turmoil, highlighting her emotional struggle. Their
dialogue reveals underlying tensions about identity, secrecy, and the significance of
her abilities, emphasizing the broader theme of hidden truths beneath surface

appearances.



The chapter concludes with a poignant exchange about gender roles and expectations.
Adolin encourages Shallan to learn how to wield her Blade, dismissing traditional
notions of femininity, and urging her to embrace her power confidently. Shallan’s
internal conflict intensifies as she contemplates her past actions and the weight of her
secret—her killing of her parents. The scene ends with Adolin’s attempt to normalize
her possession of the Blade, illustrating his desire to support her despite societal
prejudices. Her internal resistance and the looming threat of her concealed truths

underscore the chapter’'s exploration of identity, power, and concealment.



16. Wrapped Three Times

In this chapter, Dalinar Kholin examines a legendary and mysterious weapon known as
the Blade of the Assassin in White, claimed to be forged during the shadowdays by
divine intervention. The blade appears ordinary at first glance—elegant, small, and
curved—yet it bears unusual characteristics, notably the absence of a gemstone
typically used to bond men to Shardblades. Dalinar’s inspection, illuminated by
Stormlight, reveals that the blade is distinct because it was crafted directly from
Honor’s soul, making it a unique artifact that does not scream when touched, unlike
conventional blades bonded through oaths and spren. This indicates a different form of

oath and connection, rooted in Honor’s divine essence.

The Stormfather explains the significance of this blade, emphasizing that it is a mark
of a different kind of oath—one directly linked to Honor’s own soul rather than the
spren-based bonds of regular Shardblades. The conversation touches on the nature of
oaths and their importance, as well as the contrast between Honor’s blade and the
other weapons associated with the dead spren. Dalinar reflects on the implications of
Honor’s death, considering that if Honor’s essence still exists in this form, perhaps
Odium’s power can also be challenged or broken. The Stormfather suggests that
Odium, being a force rather than a person, cannot break his own rules, which offers a

faint hope for eventual victory.

Dalinar also discusses the strategic potential of the Honorblade and his visions of a
future confrontation with Odium, who is depicted as a relentless, ageless force driven
by unyielding rage. The Stormfather advises that Odium is unlikely to agree to a direct
contest unless presented with the right opportunity—specifically, a champion chosen
by Dalinar. This approach might persuade Odium to accept a challenge, as it would
give him a chance to fight without risking a direct assault that could leave scars or

weaknesses. The concept of time emerges as a crucial element, as the Stormfather



reveals that patience and timing are vital to overcoming such an ancient and powerful

adversary.

The chapter concludes with Dalinar securing the Honorblade in a hidden location
within the tower, carefully concealing it from others. He reflects on the weapon’s
immense power and the importance of using it wisely, contemplating its potential
beyond mere weaponry—perhaps as a means to achieve Windrunning and other
extraordinary feats. The Stormfather humorously suggests that he cannot see all
things, but hints at the blade’s significance and the risks involved. As Dalinar prepares
to leave, he considers the strategic advantages it offers, including swift travel via
Oathgates. The chapter underscores the delicate balance of power, patience, and

divine influence in Dalinar’s ongoing quest to confront Odium and protect Roshar.



17. Trapped in Shadows

In this chapter from "17. Trapped in Shadows," the narrative centers around Kaladin,
who finds himself tied to a tree after being captured by a group of parshmen. Despite
his bindings, he remains calm, observing his captors' discussions and assessing their
intentions. The parshmen are debating whether to kill him, fearing he might reveal
their location, but they lack a clear leader. Kaladin is aware of his surroundings, noting
the weather changes and the presence of Syl, the spren, which signifies the return of
Stormlight. His reflections reveal a mixture of hope and resignation as he endures

captivity under uncertain circumstances.

The dialogue among the parshmen reveals their internal conflicts and motivations.
Khen, one of the captors, strongly advocates for killing Kaladin, fearing the threat he
poses if freed. Others question the necessity of violence, emphasizing that Kaladin’s
ability to find them indicates they are not particularly safe. The conversation hints at a
fragile, disorganized group without a strict hierarchy, united mainly by their desire to
avoid recapture. As they prepare to move, Kaladin observes the minimal possessions
they carry and notices the presence of children, which surprises him given the usual

dehumanization of parshmen in stories.

Kaladin’s captivity takes on a more personal tone as he recognizes the children among
the parshmen, noting their distinct appearance and the light orange-pink carapaces.
Their innocence and laughter contrast sharply with the harsh reality of their situation,
prompting Kaladin to reflect on the brutal truth of parshmen breeding and their
treatment as animals. The scene deepens his understanding of their circumstances,
challenging his preconceptions and stirring complex feelings about their humanity.
This moment also triggers memories of his past escape attempts, revealing his long

history of resistance and the emotional toll of his failures.



As the group prepares to leave, Kaladin is led through familiar terrain, evoking
memories of previous escapes and moments of desperation. His captors discuss
strategic matters, including the significance of certain powerful cards like the king,
illustrating their understanding of game-like tactics that mirror their own survival
struggles. Kaladin’s subtle observations and comments about the game serve as
metaphors for his situation—fragile, strategic, and fraught with danger. The chapter
ends with a tense scene where Kaladin’s words about the parshmen’s true nature as
runaway slaves are met with hostility, underscoring the ongoing conflict between

perception and reality in this world.



18. Double Vision

The chapter opens with a reflection on perception versus experience, emphasizing that
true understanding comes from direct engagement rather than description. This theme
underscores the narrative’s exploration of identity and deception, as characters
manipulate appearances and personas to achieve their goals. The protagonist, Shallan,
transforms into her alter ego Veil, adopting a more hardened, pragmatic persona. This
change involves physical alterations and a deliberate shift in behavior, highlighting her
need to conceal her vulnerabilities and navigate dangerous political and social
landscapes. The act of becoming Veil is both a protective measure and a burden,

illustrating the complex relationship between self-perception and external roles.

Shallan’s transformation is detailed through her preparations and self-presentation,
including her attire, demeanor, and the subtle internal doubts she harbors. She
carefully constructs Veil's image—more rugged, intimidating, and experienced—while
internally questioning whether her portrayal is convincing enough. Her interactions
with Pattern, her spren, reveal her internal struggles and her attempts to master her
voice and presence. Pattern’s comments about her slipping in and out of her personas
reflect the challenge of maintaining a convincing facade, and their dialogue hints at

deeper psychological tensions and her ongoing efforts to find stability amidst chaos.

As she ventures into the night, Veil’s movements through the tower’s corridors and
fields reveal her cautious approach to espionage and her awareness of the danger
posed by Mraize and the Ghostbloods. Her careful navigation of the tower’s
architecture and her awareness of watchful eyes underscore the pervasive threat and
her need for discretion. Her interaction with Pattern, including their humorous and
philosophical exchanges, provides insight into her mental state—balancing her
pragmatic espionage efforts with her emotional vulnerabilities. The chapter

emphasizes her internal conflict and the importance of maintaining her cover in a



hostile environment.

The narrative concludes with Veil reaching the bustling market called the Breakaway, a
stark contrast to the controlled plans she had envisioned for the city. The rapid
emergence of this makeshift market symbolizes the unpredictable and chaotic nature
of the political landscape she inhabits. Her focus shifts toward ongoing investigations
into Adolin’s efforts to find the murderer, illustrating her continued involvement in
complex political intrigues. Overall, the chapter intricately explores themes of identity,
deception, and the delicate balance required to survive in a world rife with danger and

hidden agendas.



19. The Subtle Art of Diplomacy

The chapter opens with a reflection on a past event, set thirty-one years ago, where
Dalinar recalls a feast amidst a stormy environment. The scene highlights the
contrasting elements of opulence and chaos, with a lavish feast hall filled with political
figures and a raging storm outside. Dalinar observes the grandeur of the gathering and
the political tensions at play, emphasizing the importance of alliances and military
strategy in their society. The setting reveals a world where diplomacy and power are
intertwined, and the storm outside symbolizes the tumultuous nature of their political

landscape.

Gavilar, a central figure, discusses military logistics and the strategic use of their
resources, such as Soulcasters and high ground, to withstand sieges and storms. The
conversation with the Westerner Toh provides insight into the technological and
magical advantages of their kingdom, emphasizing the wealth and power contained
within the Vorin kingdoms. The dialogue also touches on the legacy of historical figures
like the Sunmaker, linking past achievements to present ambitions. Dalinar,
meanwhile, observes the political maneuvering and the pomp surrounding Gavilar’s

regal demeanor, feeling somewhat disconnected from the celebration.

As the feast progresses, Dalinar's mood shifts from the politeness of the event to a
more introspective state. He reflects on the changing nature of warfare and the loss of
the simpler joys of battle, contrasting the current political focus with the earlier days of
fighting and riding into combat. His discomfort is compounded by practical issues, such
as the absence of a knife to eat his food, symbolizing his sense of being an outsider
amid the formalities. The chapter underscores the tension between duty and personal

desire, illustrating Dalinar’s internal conflict within the political hierarchy.

The scene concludes with Dalinar stepping outside into the storm, seeking clarity amid

the chaos. The highstorm’s fury mirrors the turbulent political and personal struggles



he faces. His search for a missing knife and subsequent confrontation with armed men
in a bunker reveal his ongoing responsibilities and the dangerous, unpredictable
nature of his environment. This ending emphasizes the recurring theme of facing
external chaos while grappling with internal conflicts, highlighting Dalinar’s resilience

and sense of duty in a world rife with political intrigue and natural fury.



20. Cords to Bind

The chapter opens with a reflection on the importance of caution when dealing with
dangerous elements, drawing a parallel to the use of spices and the pain of lessons
learned through hardship. The quote from *Oathbringer* emphasizes the painful yet
necessary process of growth and understanding. This sets the tone for a narrative
centered on survival, learning, and the complex emotions tied to freedom and
captivity. The author explores how pain and caution serve as guides in life, highlighting

the importance of experience in shaping resilience and wisdom amidst adversity.

Kaladin’s practical approach to injury and survival is demonstrated through his careful
treatment of Khen’s wound. He emphasizes cleanliness and infection prevention,
reflecting his practical knowledge and leadership. As the characters tend to their
wounds and gather resources, the scene shifts to their makeshift camp, where
resourcefulness is evident—using metal buckets for boiling water and crafting tools
from available materials. This setting underscores their struggle to adapt and survive
in the wilderness after fleeing captivity, emphasizing their resilience despite limited

resources.

The narrative deepens with a dialogue between Kaladin and Sah, a parshman who
resents the authority Kaladin exerts. Sah’s frustration with their situation and feelings
of lost autonomy are palpable. He questions the legitimacy of Kaladin’s leadership,
expressing anger about the return to a hierarchy that resembles slavery. Kaladin’s
silent response reflects his understanding of their shared pain and the complexities of
leadership in a fractured world. Their exchange reveals underlying tensions—between
trust, authority, and the desire for true freedom—highlighting the emotional toll of

their escape and the uncertain future ahead.

In the concluding part, Syl’s warning of an impending highstorm introduces an external

threat, forcing Kaladin to confront the reality of their precarious situation. His internal



struggle surfaces as he grapples with the possibility of inevitable conflict and war,
recognizing that the parshmen’s desire for freedom may lead to violence. Kaladin’s
reflection on the nature of war, freedom, and the consequences of past injustices
underscores the chapter’s core themes: the moral ambiguity of rebellion, the costs of
survival, and the difficult path toward true liberation. The chapter leaves readers

contemplating the balance between peace and conflict in a fractured world.



21. Set Up to Fail

The chapter opens with a humorous and candid portrayal of Shallan’s morning after a
night of reckless behavior, highlighting her disoriented state and the chaos of her
recent actions. She wakes up in a disheveled bed, confused about the time and her
whereabouts, reflecting her internal turmoil and the consequences of her night of
drinking and clandestine investigations. Her interactions with Adolin reveal her
discomfort and vulnerability, contrasting her usual composed demeanor with her
current fragile state. The scene sets a tone of lightheartedness mixed with underlying
tension, emphasizing her struggle to balance her responsibilities and personal

vulnerabilities amidst the chaos.

Shallan’s conversation with Adolin delves into her physical and emotional state,
particularly her frustration with the stereotypical blame placed on women for their
biological cycles. Her sharp wit and humor serve to critique societal attitudes toward
gender and health, revealing her frustration with being misunderstood or dismissed.
The dialogue also explores her sense of independence and resilience, as she dismisses
her physical discomfort as minor compared to her broader challenges. Her banter with
Adolin underscores her wit and ability to find humor even in difficult circumstances,

while subtly hinting at her deeper concerns and internal conflicts.

Throughout the chapter, Shallan reflects on her recent reckless actions, including her
solo investigation into her murderer and her excessive drinking. She recognizes the
dangers of her behavior, especially given her responsibilities as a Radiant and her
need to practice with Stormlight. Her concern about the depletion of her infused
spheres reveals her awareness of her limits and the importance of managing her
powers carefully. The conversation with Adolin also highlights her resourcefulness and
her tendency to push boundaries, which could jeopardize her safety and mission. Her

internal monologue exposes her growing realization of the risks involved in her current



lifestyle and the need for restraint.

The chapter concludes with a mix of humor and introspection, as Shallan contemplates
her reckless choices and their implications. Her gratitude toward Adolin and Palona is
tinged with guilt and concern, especially regarding her use of Stormlight and her
recent activities. The scene emphasizes her desire to maintain her composure and
responsibility, despite her impulsive tendencies. Her awareness of her dwindling
resources and the mysterious persistence of Stormlight in her environment deepen the
sense of urgency and uncertainty. Overall, the chapter combines humor, vulnerability,
and introspection to portray Shallan’s complex character as she navigates her perilous

world with wit and resilience.



22. The Darkness Within

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of Mraize, a scarred soldier dressed in
Sadeas’s uniform, accompanied by an unusual pet chicken that appears more
predatory than typical farmyard fowl. This scene sets a tone of intrigue and subtle
menace, emphasizing the strange and layered nature of Mraize’s character. The
setting is tense, as Shallan and Adolin observe Mraize’'s demeanor and the
environment, hinting at underlying political and military tensions. The presence of the
chicken and Mraize’s appearance suggest a deeper symbolism, possibly reflecting

hidden threats or the predatory nature of the characters involved.

The dialogue shifts to a political confrontation, where lalai discusses the behavior of
whitespines and the dangers they pose, metaphorically linking this to the ongoing
political machinations. Adolin and lalai exchange veiled accusations and accusations,
revealing the fragile alliances and mistrust among the highprinces. Adolin’s earnest
declaration that he does not believe his father is responsible for a recent murder
underscores the chapter’s focus on loyalty, suspicion, and the high stakes of court
intrigue. Shallan observes these exchanges, recognizing the complex web of deception

and truth that underpins their interactions.

Shallan’s interaction with Mraize in the side room exposes the clandestine nature of
their relationship and the larger conspiracy at play. Mraize’s calm, calculating manner
and his revelations about the interest in Shallan’s actions highlight the covert
operations and the presence of powerful, secretive factions. Mraize’s assertion that
morality is irrelevant compared to loyalty and power underscores the ruthless
philosophy guiding these characters. Shallan’s defiance and her insistence that she is
not one of them reveal her internal conflict and her resistance to being fully drawn into

their schemes.



The chapter concludes with Mraize issuing a clandestine task: to secure Urithiru and
investigate the source of the darkness within it. This mission is presented as vital for
controlling the emerging threat of the Voidbringers, with Mraize offering information
about Helaran as a reward. His departure, marked by a seemingly bumbling gait,
leaves the reader with a sense of foreboding and the understanding that the
characters’ actions are intertwined with larger, ominous forces. The chapter
emphasizes themes of loyalty, secrecy, and the struggle for power amid looming

chaos.



23. Storming Strange

The chapter begins with Kaladin and his parshmen seeking refuge during a storm,
highlighting the tense atmosphere and the ongoing threat posed by the unpredictable
weather phenomena. Kaladin negotiates with a merchant for shelter and supplies,
emphasizing the importance of secrecy regarding his group’s movements. The
merchant mentions strange disappearances of caravans from Revolar, adding an
element of mystery and foreboding to the setting. Kaladin's concern about the storm's
recurrence and its potential implications underscores the unpredictable nature of the

environment they are navigating, setting a tone of uncertainty and danger.

As they prepare for the storm, Kaladin arranges for shelter and supplies, emphasizing
the need for discretion and security. He instructs the merchant to keep their arrival
hidden from the army, reflecting the covert nature of their mission and the importance
of maintaining secrecy. The chapter reveals Kaladin’s strategic mindset, balancing
immediate survival with the larger goal of protecting his group. The parshmen, led by
Khen and others, gather anxiously, demonstrating their reliance on Kaladin’s

leadership and the ongoing urgency of their situation amidst the storm's fury.

The narrative then shifts to the parshmen’s arrival at a bunker, where they hunker
down as the storm intensifies outside. Kaladin reflects on his feelings toward the
storm, feeling both a kinship and wariness due to its destructive power, which has
repeatedly threatened his life. The storm is depicted as a force that renews the
gemstones carrying Stormlight, symbolizing both danger and potential power.
Kaladin’s internal conflict about how long he can remain in this isolated position, and
his growing awareness of the broader world’s chaos, adds depth to his character and

hints at the larger stakes beyond their immediate survival.

In the final moments, Kaladin considers the need to send a message to his allies and

retrieve his spanreed, indicating his desire to stay connected to the wider conflict. He



notices a strange flicker of color from Syl, who appears different in appearance and
demeanor, hinting at new developments or transformations. This encounter
underscores the ongoing mystery surrounding Syl and the larger forces at play, leaving
the reader with a sense of anticipation about the unfolding events and Kaladin’s next

moves in this tumultuous landscape.



24. Men of Blood and Sorrow

The chapter opens with Dalinar reflecting on his past, specifically recalling his
relationship with Evi, a woman of striking pale yellow hair whom he courted out of
political necessity rather than love. These memories surface amidst the chaos of his
current duties, prompting questions about why he is only now remembering her and
the painful years after her death. Dalinar’s introspection hints at deeper, unresolved
grief, and his dealings with the Nightwatcher, which he believes may have taken some
of his memories as part of a bargain, leaving him haunted by fragmented recollections.

This introspection sets a tone of internal conflict and the lingering impact of his past.

As Dalinar stands on the Urithiru plateau with his guards, he observes the ongoing
efforts to harness Stormlight through technological devices and the unpredictable
weather patterns that threaten their stability. The Weeping storm has disrupted
centuries of record-keeping, complicating their understanding of climate and
impacting vital aspects like agriculture and trade. Despite these challenges, the focus
remains on maintaining the city’s defenses and technological advancements,
emphasizing the precariousness of their situation amid the Everstorm and the

Voidbringers’ threat.

The scene shifts to a diplomatic meeting at Urithiru, where Dalinar welcomes
representatives from other kingdoms, notably Taravangian of Kharbranth and
Adrotagia, the head scribe. The political dynamics are evident as Dalinar navigates
alliances and reconfirms relationships. Taravangian’s appearance reveals a figure
affected by illness, now more subdued and less sharp than before, while the
introduction of a new Knight Radiant, Malata, signifies the ongoing evolution of their
military and spiritual strength. The interactions highlight the fragile yet strategic

alliances forming in the face of external threats.



In the final scene, Taravangian and Dalinar ascend the tower, with Taravangian
expressing genuine curiosity about the technological marvels around him, such as the
lifts powered by Stormlight. Their conversation exposes Taravangian’s admiration for
the engineering and the mysteries behind it, contrasting with his usual political
cunning. The chapter underscores the political complexity of their alliance,
Taravangian’s personal struggles, and the technological innovations that symbolize
hope and resilience. Overall, the chapter blends personal reflection, political
diplomacy, and technological progress, illustrating the multifaceted efforts to confront

impending calamities.



25. The Girl Who Looked Up

The chapter opens with a stark, haunting confession from an unnamed narrator,
admitting to murders, including one involving someone who loved them dearly. This
preface sets a tone of darkness and moral complexity that permeates the story. It
hints at themes of guilt, remorse, and the weight of past actions, inviting readers to
contemplate the deeper emotional and ethical layers within the narrative. The tone is
introspective, emphasizing the gravity of the narrator’s deeds and establishing a
somber mood that contrasts with the vivid world of Roshar where the story unfolds.
This opening underscores the chapter’s exploration of human flaws and the burden of

truth.

The narrative then shifts to Shallan exploring the ancient, abandoned city of Urithiru,
depicted as a skeletal, cavernous structure beneath the surface. The imagery of veins
and strata emphasizes the city’s organic, almost alive, but decayed state, with
corridors that have never seen sunlight. Despite the grandeur of the ruins, there is a
pervasive sense of emptiness and darkness, symbolizing the lost knowledge and the
futility of mankind’s conquest over nature and time. Shallan’s wandering through
these silent halls reflects her desire to connect with history and understand the
mysteries of the past, even as disappointment looms over her expectations of

discovering advanced technology or significant artifacts.

As she ventures deeper into the city, Shallan encounters a large, theater-like chamber
and perceives it as a space for storytelling and shared imagination. Her reflections on
plays and stories reveal her longing for human connection and the comfort found in
shared lies—stories that create meaning and unity amid chaos. Pattern’s curiosity
about these “lies” underscores a recurring theme of storytelling as a form of
understanding others and oneself. This scene highlights the importance of narrative in

shaping identity and offers a glimpse into Shallan’s inner world, where imagination and



memory serve as anchors amid the unknown.

In the final part of the chapter, Shallan visualizes a childhood scene involving a girl
with a scarf and a wall that symbolizes barriers and mysteries of the past. She
constructs a vivid, symbolic tableau using her sketches and Stormlight, illustrating the
contrast between innocence and the fears of the unknown. The wall represents both
physical and metaphorical obstacles—barriers that protect yet imprison. Through her
storytelling, Shallan emphasizes themes of curiosity, exploration, and the human
tendency to seek understanding beyond what is visible. The chapter concludes with
the girl’s persistent gaze at the wall, embodying hope and wonder in the face of

uncertainty.



26. Blackthorn Unleashed

The chapter begins with a flashback to twenty-nine years earlier, depicting Dalinar's
spiritual and cultural practices amid a warcamp. He observes Evi performing her
unique prayers with burning glyphs, highlighting her heretical beliefs and her
divergence from traditional religious customs. Dalinar’s simple prayer for strength
reveals his pragmatic mindset, while Evi’'s words about the One and her heretical faith
contrast with the orthodox Ardents' teachings. Their interaction underscores Dalinar's
internal conflict regarding his faith and his relationship with Evi, emphasizing the

tension between personal beliefs and societal expectations in their world.

As the narrative transitions to the present, Dalinar prepares for an upcoming battle,
donning his Shardplate and mounting his horse amid the gathering army. The scene
captures the scale of the conflict, with soldiers, cavalry, and archers readying for
combat. Dalinar’'s thoughts reveal his focus on the strategic importance of this
confrontation, not just as a military engagement but as a pivotal moment for the
kingdom’s future. The atmosphere is tense, filled with anticipation for the impending

clash, symbolizing a critical turning point in the ongoing war and political struggles.

Dalinar’s interaction with his brother Gavilar introduces political intrigue and military
strategy. Gavilar’s plans to eliminate Highprince Kalanor and solidify control through
the death of Kalanor, a Shardbearer, highlight the ruthless tactics employed to
consolidate power. Dalinar’s disdain for certain leaders and his skepticism about their
motives reflect his own moral code and desire for decisive action. Gavilar’'s confidence
in his plans and his subtle manipulations reveal the complex political landscape,
setting the stage for a confrontation that could dramatically alter the power dynamics

within their realm.

The chapter concludes with Dalinar contemplating Gavilar’s desire for him to bring

Kalanor into battle to "unleash" him, symbolizing the need to provoke Kalanor into



action. Dalinar’s internal suspicion about Gavilar’s true intentions—whether they aim
to control or destroy Kalanor—adds layers of complexity to their relationship. The
narrative underscores the overarching theme of power, control, and the unpredictable
nature of leadership within a war-torn society. Dalinar’s resolve to act decisively
reflects his role as the Blackthorn, poised to influence the course of events with

strength and strategic insight.



27. Playing Pretend

The chapter opens with Shallan observing the political tension within Urithiru, where
leaders debate the strategic movements of the enemy and the threat posed to various
kingdoms. Despite her presence at the meeting, she finds herself distracted by her
surroundings and her own artistic pursuits, sketching the scene rather than
participating in the discussion. Her discomfort with the political atmosphere and her
desire for solitude are evident as she prefers the light and quiet of the upper levels,
away from the watchful eyes of others. Pattern, her spren, inspects her drawings,
revealing a mysterious, ancient spren linked to Odium, hinting at long-forgotten

histories that still influence current events.

The narrative shifts to the ongoing military and diplomatic concerns, with Dalinar and
other highprinces discussing enemy movements and the threat to key locations like
Azir and the Oathgates. The enemy’s strategic focus appears to be on gaining control
of these critical gateways, with reports indicating enemy armies gathering in Marat
and a mysterious blackout affecting major cities. The loss of spanreeds, essential for
communication and navigation, raises fears of enemy interference, possibly locating
and disabling these vital tools. Kaladin’s safety is acknowledged, but uncertainty
remains about the enemy’s capabilities, fueling the urgency of the coalition’s strategic

planning.

As the meeting continues, the focus turns to internal tensions and the lingering effects
of past conflicts. Shallan sketches various figures, including former and current
leaders, as she contemplates the pattern of violence and impersonation by a spren
mimicking previous attacks. Her observations suggest a deeper, possibly malicious
influence behind the recent violence, hinting at an entity that is mimicking the
violence from past days to sow chaos. The chapter underscores the fragile state of

trust and the importance of understanding the enemy’s methods, as well as the



lingering trauma inflicted by the ongoing desolation and violence.

The chapter concludes with a personal interaction between Shallan and a Thaylen
merchant named Malata, who questions the current state of the Radiants and the
possibility of rebuilding. Their conversation reflects the uncertainty and cautious hope
for renewal, emphasizing that reliance on past strengths might be crucial in facing the
present crisis. Shallan’s reflections on the past and her cautious optimism highlight the
tension between hope and despair, illustrating the complex emotions of the characters
as they navigate a world torn by war, political strife, and ancient mysteries that

continue to influence their fate.



28. Another Option

The chapter opens with a candid reflection on human nature, as the narrator admits to
being labeled a monster and acknowledges the fears that many of us harbor about the
potential for darkness within. This introspective preface sets a tone of vulnerability and
self-awareness, suggesting that the true monster may be not an external force but an
aspect of human capacity for both good and evil. This acknowledgment frames the
broader themes of moral ambiguity and inner conflict that permeate the story,
emphasizing that even those who seek righteousness can harbor fears and flaws,

making the struggle for virtue complex and ongoing.

The narrative then shifts to a political and strategic context, where Dalinar Kholin faces
a setback as Azir’s decision to seal off the Oathgate signifies a major diplomatic
failure. The rejection from Azir underscores the fragile nature of alliances and the
delicate balance of power in this world. Despite the disappointment, Dalinar remains
resolute, focusing on forging alliances with other nations like Thaylenah and
Kharbranth. His strategic efforts aim to unite the Eastern states into a coalition, hoping
to create enough strength to influence Western nations later. The chapter highlights
the importance of diplomacy, persistence, and adaptability in the face of diplomatic

rejection.

Amidst the political turmoil, the story explores the mysterious underground tunnels
within Urithiru, which are filled with strange phenomena and potential dangers.
Dalinar’s curiosity about these tunnels, especially the strange hole at the ceiling, hints
at hidden threats lurking beneath the surface of the city. His attempt to investigate
using Stormlight demonstrates both his resourcefulness and the uncertainty of what
lies within the tunnels. The presence of a creature like a mink and the circulating air
suggest complex, possibly supernatural or fabrial-related, mechanisms at work. This

subplot adds a layer of intrigue and foreshadows potential threats that could challenge



the city’s stability.

The chapter concludes with Dalinar receiving a tense and final communication from
Queen Fen of Thaylenah, who firmly rejects his overtures for alliance. Her stark refusal
and the tone of finality reveal the deep-rooted mistrust and political complexities that
hinder unity. Dalinar’s frustration and sense of helplessness are palpable as he reflects
on the barriers to diplomacy and the personal toll of leadership. His internal struggle is
compounded by the realization that in this fractured world, alliances are fragile, and
the path forward remains uncertain. The chapter ends with Dalinar retreating into the
corridors, contemplating his next move amid the ongoing chaos and the weight of

leadership.



29. No Backing Down

The chapter opens with a reflective tone, quoting from *Oathbringer* to set a
contemplative mood. Veil, a covert operative, moves through the bustling Breakaway
market, sensing an unseen threat that only she can hear. Despite the lively trade and
highstorm activity signifying a period of stability, Veil remains alert to a lurking
predator beneath the surface of the festivities. Her heightened awareness contrasts
with the apparent normalcy, emphasizing her role as a watcher and protector amid
chaos. This sense of underlying danger underscores the tension between the vibrant

market life and the silent menace she perceives, hinting at an imminent confrontation.

Veil’s investigation intensifies as she monitors the market and the activities of her
team, aiming to detect signs of the threat she senses. Dalinar’s increased patrols and
strategic measures reflect the ongoing effort to maintain security, yet Veil believes the
real danger requires more targeted surveillance. Her team'’s fatigue and the mundane
routines of her allies, such as Shallan’s unremarkable training and sketches, highlight
the contrast between superficial appearances and underlying threats. Veil’s focus on
hunting the hunter reveals her determination to identify and neutralize the predator

before it strikes, emphasizing her role as a vigilant guardian operating in the shadows.

The narrative shifts to a scene in a tavern where Veil’s team, Gaz and Red, are
stationed, waiting for signs of trouble. The atmosphere is tense but casual, with the
team discussing their expectations and sharing light banter, demonstrating their
camaraderie. Veil’s strategic planning is evident as she anticipates an attack based on
recent violence—a bottle fight that resulted in a man’s death. Her careful distribution
of sketches and instructions illustrates her meticulous approach to surveillance. The
scene underscores her patience and confidence that the attack will occur soon,

revealing her hope that her efforts will finally bear fruit.



As the chapter progresses, Veil’'s attention is drawn to a disturbance in the market,
and she prepares herself for action. Her assessment of the crowd’s behavior and her
readiness to confront the emerging threat highlight her sharp instincts and dedication.
The scene captures her multifaceted nature—simultaneously observing, analyzing, and
preparing to intervene. Her interactions with her team and her internal reflections on
the nature of Radiants and her own role deepen the narrative, emphasizing the blend
of vigilance, strategy, and personal insight that define her character. The chapter
culminates in a burst of activity, signaling that the anticipated confrontation is

imminent.



30. Mother of Lies

The chapter opens with a reflection on vulnerability and the willingness to expose
oneself to danger, exemplified by Shallan’s readiness to confront a malevolent entity.
Her openness allows the spren Re-Shephir to sense her presence, revealing its own
confused fascination with humanity. The creature is depicted as an ancient, chaotic
being born from a shattered soul, created to sow destruction and confusion. Its nature
is instinctual and alien, driven by curiosity and a compulsive attraction to violence,
with no capacity for love or attachment. This sets the tone for the intense, dangerous
confrontation that follows, highlighting the complex relationship between humans and

spren.

As Shallan engages with Re-Shephir, she perceives its terror and desperation,
understanding that it is a creature long imprisoned and terrified of being trapped
again. The spren’s history is marked by its origins as a fragment of a greater, terrible
entity, and its current state is one of fear of recurrence. It had been subdued by a
Lightweaver—Shallan—who recognized its true nature, which makes it fear her as a
formidable and understanding foe. This revelation adds depth to her role as a
Lightweaver, emphasizing her unique ability to connect with and manipulate these

ancient, chaotic spirits.

During the confrontation, Shallan taps into her darker, more ferocious instincts,
drawing strength from her past trauma and anger. She pushes herself physically and
mentally into Re-Shephir’s essence, battling not only the creature but also her own
fears and secrets. Her attack is fueled by a mixture of hatred for her perceived
weakness and a desire to break free from the constraints of her previous self. The act
of confronting Re-Shephir becomes a symbolic struggle for her identity and power,

with her determination wavering as she faces the creature’s primal, terrified response.



In the aftermath, the creature’s scream of pain and fear signals its retreat, and the
scene shifts to the physical aftermath of the battle. Shallan, weakened and exhausted,
is helped by Adolin and others, while her mind races with the implications of what
transpired. She recognizes that the entity fled into a deeper part of the mountain, but
chooses not to pursue it, wary of further danger. The chapter concludes with a focus
on the mysterious pillar of gemstones in the room, symbolizing wealth and power, and
hinting at the ongoing significance of this confrontation within the larger narrative. The
chapter underscores themes of fear, identity, and the complex interplay between

chaos and control.



31. Demands of the Storm

The chapter begins with a reflection on hope and foolishness, quoting from
*Qathbringer*, setting a tone of resilience amidst chaos. It then follows Kaladin’s
journey from his childhood dreams of joining the military to his current reality, where
he observes the stark differences between his expectations and the actual state of the
world. His experiences in various warcamps and the city of Revolar reveal a landscape
that is chaotic and unorganized, contrasting sharply with his idealized notions of cities.
The city’s sprawling, haphazard layout underscores the unpredictability and disorder
that define the current environment, emphasizing the contrast between perception

and reality.

As Kaladin and his team of parshmen enter Revolar, he notes the stark differences in
their appearance and equipment compared to the city’s other inhabitants. Kaladin’s
pride in teaching the parshmen survival skills highlights his sense of purpose and hope
amid turmoil. The city teems with life—markets, workers, and various crowds—yet
beneath this vibrancy, signs of violence and looting suggest recent conflict and
instability. Kaladin’s observations hint at the aftermath of a battle or invasion, with
broken windows and signs of forced entry, indicating that the city has recently been

conquered or ravaged.

The narrative then shifts to the deeper political and moral questions surrounding the
city’s occupation. Kaladin’s concern about the fate of the humans and the parshmen
grows as he witnesses the aftermath of violence. Dialogue with Sah reveals differing
perspectives on the conflict—Sah’s desire to prevent further oppression and Kaladin’s
moral dilemma about the true nature of justice. Syl’s presence and her observations
about the highstorm approaching add a sense of urgency, emphasizing the impending
natural danger that could further complicate the situation. The chapter explores

themes of oppression, justice, and the possibility of unity beyond racial divides.



Finally, the chapter depicts the process of integration and the complex interactions
between parshmen and humans. Kaladin’s group encounters a processing station
where parshmen are being sorted and assigned roles, illustrating the ongoing efforts
to organize the displaced and newly freed. The dialogue about the parshman who
wishes to fight alongside humans underscores the nuanced relationships forming amid
chaos. The mention of Fused and the need for permission to declare someone free
introduces the layered political structure and the uncertain future for both races.
Overall, the chapter captures a moment of transition, tension, and the search for hope

amid destruction.



32. Company

The chapter opens with Shallan settled in Sebarial’s lavish sitting room, a space
marked by its unusual architecture and opulent furnishings. Despite the grandeur, the
room features a hole covered with splintery boards, hinting at ongoing construction or
hazards. Shallan’s physical state is fragile, still chilled from her recent encounter with
Re-Shephir, a formidable spren linked to the Voidbringers. She finds comfort in
Palona’s company and a warm cup of citrus tea, reflecting her desire for normalcy
amid the chaos of her recent experiences. Her discomfort underscores the emotional
and physical toll of her journey, emphasizing her vulnerability despite her outward

composure.

Shallan’s conversation with Palona shifts to her recent, harrowing encounter with Re-
Shephir, a being of ancient lore and one of the Unmade. She describes Re-Shephir as a
beautiful yet terrifying spren, driven by a desperate desire to understand humans,
which manifests in violence. Shallan’s insights reveal that Re-Shephir is more than a
myth; she is a creature seeking something lost, perhaps her own humanity. This
interaction reveals the deep mystery surrounding the Unmade, whose true nature and
origins remain elusive. Shallan’s reflections highlight how little is understood about
these entities, even by scholars, emphasizing the enduring enigma that surrounds

them.

The narrative delves into the history of Re-Shephir, revealing she was once captive
and has been waiting in hiding for centuries. Shallan ponders the possibility that she
and others like her might still be present, lurking undetected. Her concern about the
whereabouts of other captives and the potential danger they pose adds a layer of
tension, hinting at larger threats looming beneath the surface. Despite her fears,
Shallan’s thoughts also reveal her hope that these entities might be indistinguishable

from ordinary people—an unsettling idea that complicates her understanding of the



world. Her exhaustion and emotional strain are palpable as she grapples with these

revelations.

The chapter concludes with a sense of impending change as Adolin announces the
arrival of someone significant at the tower—Jasnah Kholin. The atmosphere shifts from
introspection to anticipation, signaling the end of Part One. Shallan’s internal struggle
with her fears and her emerging sense of stability are contrasted by the external
events unfolding. Her realization that she is beginning to feel like an adult, capable of
handling her circumstances, marks a pivotal moment of personal growth. The chapter
ends with a mix of relief and anticipation, setting the stage for new developments and

challenges as the story moves forward.



33. A Lecture

The chapter begins with an exchange of correspondence, revealing that Jasnah Kholin
is alive, a fact that profoundly impacts Shallan. This news shifts her emotional state,
bringing a mix of relief and urgency. Despite her recent trauma and the chaos
surrounding her, she is consumed with questions about Jasnah’s survival and her
mysterious absence. Shallan reflects on her own ordeal with the Unmade, noting her
attempt to understand and analyze her experiences through her sketches. The chapter
emphasizes the importance of Jasnah’s return, which signifies a turning point, altering

the course of her investigations and her understanding of the unfolding events.

As Shallan seeks out Jasnah in Urithiru, her feelings are conflicted—she is both eager
and anxious to see her. The narrative details her journey through the tower, describing
the atmosphere and her internal struggles. She notices the change in her own
emotional state, feeling a sense of liberation from fear and wrongness that had
haunted her. Her cautious approach underscores her admiration and insecurity toward
Jasnah, highlighting the complex dynamics of their relationship. The chapter also hints
at the tower’s mysterious and oppressive aura, which dissipates once the source of

darkness is confronted, symbolizing her growing confidence.

Upon finding Jasnah, Shallan observes her in her element—confident, composed, and
strikingly beautiful. The scene captures Jasnah’s physical and intellectual strength,
emphasizing her resilience after her apparent ordeal. Their interaction reveals Jasnah’s
scientific curiosity about the unusual phenomena and her interest in the ancient
technology behind the magical artifacts, such as fabrials and Shardblades. Jasnah’s
explanations about spren and fabrial creation deepen the reader’s understanding of
the lore, and her pragmatic, yet somewhat dramatic, manner of discourse underscores
her character’s brilliance and flair. This moment also underscores the contrast

between Jasnah’s composed exterior and the dangerous situations she endures.



The chapter concludes with Jasnah’s instructive attitude toward Shallan, urging her to
document her observations and sketches accurately. Their exchange reveals
underlying tensions—Shallan’s initial sense of subservience clashes with her desire for
independence. Jasnah's apology for past mistakes and her recognition of Shallan’s
progress serve as a catalyst for the younger woman’s growth. The narrative ends on a
note of mutual respect, with Jasnah’s leadership and wisdom inspiring Shallan. The
chapter portrays a pivotal moment of revelation, intellectual curiosity, and the

strengthening of their bond amid the larger mysteries of their world.



34. Resistance

The chapter opens with Dalinar recognizing the presence of an intruder and the
Stormfather indicating that it is time for a significant event. Dalinar finds himself
transported into a surreal, liminal space characterized by a black sky and an endless,
bone-white rocky landscape. Here, shapes of smoke and familiar objects appear and
dissolve, emphasizing the ethereal and intangible nature of the vision. The
Stormfather’s voice reveals a focus on a crucial figure—Her—and hints at a tumultuous
event unfolding in her city. Dalinar’s role is to observe and facilitate a vision that will
reveal the past and the true nature of the Knights Radiant, emphasizing their

righteousness and protective purpose.

Dalinar’s interaction with the Stormfather reveals a layered understanding of visions
and the metaphysical realm. The Stormfather explains that the visions are not places
but manifestations of the soul of everything—objects and beings alike—capable of a
form of remembrance after death. Dalinar learns that all things, even broken vases,
possess a soul that can remember their original form, which is a profound
philosophical insight into the nature of existence and memory. This explanation
surprises Dalinar, as it suggests that even the most mundane objects have a form of
consciousness that persists beyond their physical destruction. The Stormfather’s
musings deepen the mystical tone of the vision, blending philosophy with the

supernatural.

The scene shifts to Dalinar flying through a vivid vision, initially experiencing panic and
disorientation. He is immersed in a Skyward flight, glowing with Stormlight, and
observes a radiant Windrunner leading a rescue mission. Dalinar recognizes the
Windrunner as a fellow Radiant, flying to save a village from a monstrous threat. The
vision emphasizes the protective role of the Knights Radiant, showcasing their valor

and the use of Lashings to maneuver in the sky. Dalinar’s confusion about his own



appearance and equipment highlights his unfamiliarity with the ancient radiant armor
and the differences from modern Shardplate, prompting questions about the evolution

of their technology and the nature of the radiant powers.

In the final segment, Dalinar’s practical concerns emerge as he interacts with his
environment within the vision. He notices anomalies in his armor and equipment,
questioning why his helm won't retract and why he lacks the glowing amber armor
seen in the past. His questions reveal a curiosity about the differences between the
ancient and current Radiant gear, hinting at deeper mysteries about their origins.
Dalinar also contemplates the limitations of these visions, understanding that they are
re-creations without true memories of the past, created by Honor’s will. He considers
involving scholars like Navani and Jasnah to analyze these visions further, aiming to

uncover truths that may lie hidden within these crafted realities.



35. First into the Sky

The chapter opens with Sigzil reflecting on his dreams and past ambitions, contrasting
his current life with his aspirations of passing government service exams in Azish. His
memories evoke a sense of longing and disappointment, emphasizing how far he has
strayed from his original goals. Despite the hardships and his mod