The Priory of the Orange Tree

A world divided. A queendom without an heir. An ancient enemy awakens.

The House of Berethnet has ruled Inys for a thousand years. Still unwed, Queen Sabran
the Ninth must conceive a daughter to protect her realm from destruction—but

assassins are getting closer to her door.

Ead Duryan is an outsider at court. Though she has risen to the position of lady-in-
waiting, she is loyal to a hidden society of mages. Ead keeps a watchful eye on Sabran,

secretly protecting her with forbidden magic.

Across the dark sea, Tané has trained all her life to be a dragonrider, but is forced to

make a choice that could see her life unravel.

Meanwhile, the divided East and West refuse to make peace—and forces of chaos are

rising from their slumber.

One

A mysterious stranger emerges from the sea onto the shores of Seiiki, described as a
"water ghost" in local folklore. Tané, a young woman on the eve of her Choosing
Day—a pivotal moment in her life—confronts the outsider with a dagger, torn between
fear and curiosity. The moonlight reveals him as a sunburned foreigner, likely
abandoned by smugglers, who pleads for help to see the Warlord. Tané realizes her
predicament: aiding him would expose her violation of seclusion, a sacred pre-
Choosing Day ritual, while abandoning him could spread the feared "red sickness"

across the island. Her life’s fortune now feels like a cruel punishment.



Tané's dilemma intensifies as she weighs her options. Reporting the outsider would
reveal her broken seclusion, jeopardizing her chance to become a rider and
dishonoring her family. Yet, letting him roam unchecked risks an epidemic. With no
good choices, she improvises, covering his face with cloth to prevent contagion and
escorting him through Cape Hisan’s bustling night markets. Her blade pressed to his
back, she navigates the lantern-lit streets, determined to isolate him without drawing

attention. The weight of her decision hangs heavily, each step fraught with peril.

She resolves to take the outsider to Orisima, an artificial island housing foreign
traders. Barred from entering herself, Tané recalls a contact—a woman who can
smuggle him in. Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to Niclays Roos, a reclusive Mentish
scholar rationing wine in his Orisima quarters. Annoyed by a knock, he opens the door
to find Tané, drenched and urgent, with the outsider in tow. She reveals the man is
Niclays’ countryman, delivered by smugglers, and insists he shelter the stranger until
she can present him to the Governor. Niclays, skeptical and irritable, faces an

unwelcome disruption to his solitary life.

The chapter culminates in a tense exchange between Tané and Niclays, underscoring
the clash of cultures and personal stakes. Tané’s desperation to conceal her
transgression and protect her future contrasts with Niclays’ reluctance to[I]T] . The
outsider’s presence becomes a catalyst for both characters, exposing their
vulnerabilities and the fragile balance of Seiiki’'s isolationist society. The stage is set for
a collision of fates, with the outsider’s identity and the red sickness looming as

unresolved threats.



Two

The chapter opens with a masked intruder stealthily entering the Queen Tower, intent
on assassinating Queen Sabran of Inys as she sleeps. Unbeknownst to him, Ead
Duryan, hidden in the rafters, observes his every move. The assassin uses a stolen key
to access the Great Bedchamber, where Sabran and her companion, Roslain Crest,
remain unaware of the danger. The scene is tense as the intruder unsheathes his
dagger, only for Ead to intervene at the last moment, killing him swiftly and silently to

protect the queen.

After disposing of the assassin, Ead reflects on her daily routine, which includes
checking for letters, observing the city of Ascalon, and breakfasting with her friend
Margret. Her predictable habits mask her true role as a protector of the queen. Later,
she confronts the Royal Laundress, who has neglected her duties, and manipulates her
into greater diligence by invoking religious fear. The laundress’s mention of a
wyverling—a Draconic creature—stealing livestock hints at growing threats to the

kingdom, foreshadowing larger dangers ahead.

The narrative shifts to describe Ascalon Palace, a grand and ancient structure that has
been restored since the Grief of Ages, a war against the Draconic Army. The palace’s
beauty contrasts with the underlying tension of Loth’s mysterious disappearance,
which weighs heavily on both Sabran and Ead. Ead’s quiet grief over Loth’s absence
reveals her personal stakes in the court’s intrigues, adding depth to her character

beyond her role as a protector.

The chapter concludes with Ead’s unease about the increasing boldness of Draconic
creatures, suggesting a looming threat to the queendom. Her observations and actions
underscore her dual role as both a subtle manipulator and a vigilant guardian. The
blend of political intrigue, personal loyalty, and supernatural danger sets the stage for

future conflicts, leaving the reader anticipating the next developments in the story.



Three

The chapter opens with Tané, a young apprentice in Seiiki, awakening on Choosing
Day—the pivotal moment that will determine her future in the High Sea Guard.
Restless and anxious, she reflects on her reckless decision to hide an outsider in
Orisima, a act that could jeopardize her and her friend Susa’s lives. As she prepares for
the ceremony, the weight of her choices and the day’s significance weigh heavily on
her. The vivid descriptions of the South House and its surroundings underscore the

gravity of leaving behind the only home she’s known since childhood.

Tané and her fellow apprentices embark on a procession through Cape Hisan, greeted
by townspeople who honor their potential to become "god-chosen." Her thoughts,
however, remain consumed by the outsider she and Susa smuggled into Orisima,
fearing the consequences if their actions are discovered. The plan to report the
trespasser anonymously after the ceremony reveals Tané’s internal conflict between
self-preservation and guilt. The threat of the red sickness and its repercussions loom

large, adding tension to her already fraught state of mind.

Upon arriving at the Grand Temple of the Cape, Tané confronts her rival, Turosa,
whose taunts highlight the competitive nature of their training. The temple’s grandeur,
with its dragon statues and blue-glass lanterns, symbolizes the sacredness of the
Choosing Day ritual. Tané’s interactions with Ishari, her longtime roommate, reveal a
bittersweet awareness that their paths may diverge forever after the ceremony. The
ritual ablutions at the fountain of Kwiriki, the first dragon rider, emphasize the spiritual

and cultural significance of the event.

The chapter closes with Tané’s lingering unease, compounded by Ishari’s questioning
about noises in their room the previous night—a subtle hint that Tané’s secret actions
may not remain hidden. The tension between her aspirations, loyalty to Susa, and fear

of exposure creates a compelling emotional undercurrent. The stage is set for the



ceremony, where Tané’s fate—and the consequences of her choices—will be decided.



Four

The chapter opens in Ascalon Palace, where Queen Sabran the Ninth of Inys receives a
delegation from Mentendon in the sweltering Presence Chamber. The scene is richly
detailed, with the heat and opulence of the court setting the stage. Ead, a Lady of the
Privy Chamber, observes the proceedings with a critical eye, noting the Westerners'
impractical attire and the queen's regal demeanor. Sabran, embodying the wealth and
tradition of her queendom, sits atop her marble throne, her presence both
commanding and detached. The arrival of the Mentish party, led by Lord Oscarde,

Duke of Zeedeur, signals the beginning of a significant diplomatic encounter.

The dialogue between Sabran and Lord Oscarde reveals the purpose of the visit: a
marriage proposal from the High Prince of Mentendon. The duke recounts a perilous
journey marked by a wyvern attack, heightening the tension in the chamber. Sabran
responds with measured concern, offering protection for their return. The interaction
underscores the political stakes, as the queen’s marriage is not merely a personal
matter but a crucial alliance for the stability of Inys. The chapter highlights the weight
of tradition, as Sabran’s lineage is believed to protect the world from the awakening of

the Nameless One, a mythical threat tied to her bloodline.

Amid the formalities, the reunion between Lord Oscarde and his daughter, Truyde,
provides a moment of warmth. Truyde’s witty humility endears her to the court, while
Sabran’s praise hints at her strategic role in future alliances. The queen’s sharp humor
surfaces when she jests about the duke’s marital status, lightening the mood before
the serious proposal is unveiled. The chapter masterfully balances personal
interactions with the broader political narrative, illustrating the intricate dance of

power and diplomacy in the royal court.

The chapter culminates with the revelation of the marriage proposal, a moment that

sends ripples through the court. Sabran’s reaction remains enigmatic, her face



betraying no emotion as she considers the offer. The proposal is laden with
implications, as her refusal to marry thus far has left her queendom in a fragile state.
The narrative underscores the tension between personal autonomy and royal duty, as
Sabran’s decision will shape not only her future but the fate of her realm. The chapter
leaves readers anticipating her response, set against the backdrop of a world where

myth and politics are inextricably linked.



Five

The chapter opens with Tané, a newly chosen soldier of the High Sea Guard, preparing
to leave Cape Hisan, her lifelong home. As the city buzzes with celebrations for
Choosing Day, she reflects on her separation from Ishari, a close friend who failed to
become a dragon rider due to inadequate training. Tané navigates the vibrant streets,
absorbing the sights and sounds one last time, aware of the city’'s temptations and
dangers, including brothels and piracy recruiters. Her thoughts shift to Susa, another

dear friend, whom she seeks out at an inn to discuss a pressing matter.

Tané's past is revealed through her memories of Ampiki, her impoverished village
destroyed by fire, and her miraculous survival, which led to her training as a dragon
rider. Her humble origins contrast with her current status, as evidenced by the
reverence shown to her by a child at the inn. Susa arrives, and their conversation turns
to a mysterious outsider who has disappeared from Orisima, a trading post. The two
women grapple with whether to report him to the authorities, fearing the

consequences of their earlier involvement but also reluctant to condemn him to death.

Susa and Tané debate the risks of the outsider’s escape, questioning if he could evade
capture and return to his homeland. Tané rationalizes that his isolation in Orisima
limits the threat of disease and that further association with him is too dangerous.
Their dialogue reveals their compassion and moral conflict, as well as their pragmatic
understanding of the political realities they face. The tension between duty and mercy

underscores their friendship and shared history of defiance.

The chapter concludes with Susa encouraging Tané to pursue her dream of becoming
a dragon rider, despite her fears and the challenges ahead. Their bond is reaffirmed as
they exchange heartfelt promises of enduring friendship. The interruption by the inn’s
young servant signals the end of their clandestine meeting, leaving Tané to face her

uncertain future with determination and the support of those who believe in her.



Six

The chapter opens with Queen Sabran of Inys hosting an intimate supper in her Privy
Chamber, attended by her ladies-in-waiting, including Ead Duryan and Linora. Ead, an
outsider with hidden allegiances to the Priory, feels uneasy, as if her secrets are
palpable to the court. The conversation centers on a miniature portrait of Prince
Aubrecht Lievelyn, a potential suitor for Sabran. The queen and her ladies critique his
appearance, with Roslain Crest, the Chief Gentlewoman, advocating for giving the
prince a chance despite her grandmother’s reservations about his political and

economic ties.

Ead is unexpectedly drawn into the discussion when Sabran asks for her opinion on the
prince’s looks. Her measured response—calling him "comely enough"—stands in
contrast to the flattery of the other ladies. This leads to a tense exchange where
Sabran probes Ead’s background and faith, subtly challenging her loyalty. Ead
navigates the conversation carefully, concealing her true beliefs while outwardly
praising the Six Virtues and Sabran’s lineage. The queen’s pointed questions hint at

her suspicion of Ead’s origins and motives.

The tension escalates when Roslain pressures Ead to recount the Inysh tale of the
Saint and the Damsel from her Southern perspective. Ead recognizes this as a test,
knowing the Inysh are protective of their sacred narratives. Sabran insists, framing the
request as a comfort amid rising threats from wyrms. Ead reluctantly agrees, taking
the storyteller’'s seat by the hearth, poised to navigate the delicate task of retelling a

foundational myth without revealing her true faith or offending the court.

The chapter underscores the political and personal undercurrents of the Inysh court,
where alliances and loyalties are constantly scrutinized. Ead’s internal
conflict—balancing her secret mission with the need to survive in a hostile

environment—adds depth to the narrative. Sabran’s probing demeanor and Roslain’s



calculated challenges highlight the precariousness of Ead’s position, setting the stage

for further intrigue as the story of the Nameless One looms.



Seven

The chapter opens with Ead Duryan entering the grand Council Chamber in Ascalon
Palace, dressed formally for an audience with the Virtues Council. The chamber is
adorned with a portrait of Sir Galian Berethnet, the revered ancestor of Queen Sabran,
though Ead privately dismisses him as a "dolt." The council is composed of three
hierarchical groups: the powerful Dukes Spiritual, the Earls Provincial, and the
commoner-born Knights Bachelor. Only four members are present today, including the
formidable Lord Seyton Combe, the Principal Secretary known for his ruthless

efficiency in rooting out conspiracies against the queen.

Ead is introduced as an Ordinary Servant of the Privy Chamber, and the queen,
Sabran, greets her with a scrutinizing gaze. The tension is palpable as Combe
questions Ead about her health, hinting at his suspicion. The conversation quickly
shifts to the recent murder of a would-be assassin found outside the queen'’s
bedchamber, holding an Yscali dagger. Lady Nelda Stillwater reveals that this is the
ninth such attempt in the past year, with five assassins mysteriously killed before they
could strike. The council is determined to uncover the identity of the unseen protector

who has been eliminating these threats.

Lady Igrain Crest, the Duchess of Justice, argues that the protector’s actions, while
seemingly noble, are still unlawful and must be investigated. She emphasizes the need
for transparency, fearing the unknown intentions of this shadowy figure. Combe
presses Ead for information, warning that silence equates to treason. Ead maintains
her composure, denying any knowledge of the assassin or sympathizers to the
Draconic Kingdom of Yscalin. Throughout the interrogation, Queen Sabran watches Ead

intently, adding to the atmosphere of unease.

The chapter highlights the political intrigue and danger surrounding Queen Sabran’s

court, with Ead caught in the middle. The council’s suspicion of her, coupled with the



queen’s enigmatic gaze, suggests deeper layers of mystery and potential conflict.
Ead’s calm demeanor under pressure hints at her hidden resilience, while the
unresolved question of the protector’s identity leaves the reader anticipating further

revelations. The scene sets the stage for future tensions between loyalty, secrecy, and

the pursuit of justice in the royal court.



Eight

The chapter opens with Niclays Roos enduring a stormy night alongside his unwelcome
guest, Sulyard, who remains oblivious to the tempest. Despite his dislike for Sulyard,
Niclays feels obligated to protect him for the sake of Truyde and his late lover, Jannart.
As the storm rages outside, Niclays is consumed by memories of his past with Jannart,
recalling their first meeting in a rose garden and the deep connection they shared.
These bittersweet reflections highlight Niclays' lingering grief and loneliness in his

exile.

Niclays reminisces about Jannart's striking appearance and their shared passion for art
and history, which forged an unbreakable bond between them. He recalls how Jannart,
a nobleman, saw and valued him despite his humble origins, making their relationship
all the more poignant. The memories are vivid and tender, contrasting sharply with
Niclays' present isolation. His longing for the past is palpable as he whispers Jannart's

name, questioning how time has aged them both.

The narrative shifts abruptly when Niclays is violently apprehended by sentinels in the
dead of night. Despite his attempts to defend himself, he is brutally beaten and
dragged from his home. His precious work equipment is destroyed, and his pleas for
mercy go unheard. The scene is chaotic and brutal, emphasizing Niclays' vulnerability
and the harsh reality of his exile. The arrival of Panaya, who bravely confronts the

sentinels, offers a glimmer of hope amid the violence.

Panaya's defiance against the Chief Officer underscores the tension between authority
and justice in Niclays' world. Her intervention momentarily stalls the sentinels, but the
chapter ends on an unresolved note, leaving Niclays' fate uncertain. The juxtaposition
of his tender memories with the brutality of his arrest highlights the stark contrast
between his past happiness and his current suffering, reinforcing the themes of loss

and resilience.



Nine

The chapter opens with Ead and Queen Sabran strolling through the Privy Garden, a
space typically reserved for the queen’s inner circle. Their conversation reveals
cultural differences, as Sabran inquires about life in the Ersyr, where Ead claims to
have lived. Ead describes the Ersyr’s climate and customs, though she secretly admits
to fabricating parts of her backstory. The queen’s limited understanding of the world
beyond Inys becomes apparent, as her knowledge is confined to courtly education and
diplomatic correspondence. Meanwhile, court intrigue simmers as Lady Arbella Glenn’s

illness sparks competition among the Ladies of the Privy Chamber for her position.

Sabran’s curiosity about the South contrasts with her adherence to Inysh orthodoxy,
particularly the Six Virtues. Ead, who secretly follows the Priory’s creed, reflects on her
performative conversion to the Inysh faith upon arriving at court. The queen’s
ignorance of Lasia’s role in Inysh founding mythology highlights the hypocrisy of Inysh
attitudes toward foreign cultures. Their conversation turns personal when Sabran asks
about Ead’s mother, Zala, revealing a shared experience of maternal loss. The
moment fosters a fleeting connection between them, though their worldviews remain

fundamentally at odds.

The chapter delves into the political and religious tensions of the Inysh court. Sabran
shows Ead a lovejay, a bird symbolizing fidelity in Inysh culture, though Ead knows it
by a different name in the South. The queen’s discomfort with discussions of the East
underscores her insular perspective. Later, Sabran mentions the execution of
doomsingers—heretics who prophesy the return of the Nameless One—justifying their
burning as a defense of the faith. Ead subtly challenges this brutality, questioning the
inconsistency of Inysh policies, such as accepting gifts from Mentendon, which trades

with the East.



The chapter concludes with a tense exchange as Ead’s pointed remarks about
Mentendon’s heresy provoke Sabran’s ire. The queen dismisses Ead’s questioning,
asserting her authority and reinforcing the rigid orthodoxy of the court. This
confrontation underscores the growing tension between Ead’s hidden beliefs and the
oppressive religious dogma of Inys. The chapter paints a vivid picture of court life,
blending personal dynamics with broader themes of cultural clash, religious

intolerance, and the consequences of insular worldviews.



Ten

The chapter follows Tané as she arrives in Ginura, the capital city she had long
dreamed of visiting. The city exceeds her childhood fantasies with its grand shrines,
bustling streets, and vibrant canals, though the noise and crowds overwhelm her. As
she travels deeper into the city in a palanquin, she marvels at the vivid season trees,
street performers, and the imposing Ginura Castle, designed to resemble the
legendary Palace of Many Pearls. The castle serves as a bridge between the sea and

the celestial plane, a reminder of the dragons' former glory.

Tané's journey culminates at the Ginura School of War, where she and other
apprentices will undergo trials to prove their worthiness to join Clan Miduchi, the elite
dragonriders. Despite her exhaustion, she is determined to showcase the skills she has
honed since childhood. The school’s grandeur, with its silver-leaf gateways and
carvings of historical warriors, fills her with awe. A stern woman greets them, outlining
the rigorous schedule ahead, including water trials observed by the Sea General and

potential future kin.

As Tané settles into her quarters, she reflects on her past, particularly her friendship
with Susa, an orphan she rescued as a child. Memories of their bond and shared
laughter contrast with her current hardened demeanor, shaped by her ambition to
become a dragonrider. She recalls how she once risked her reputation to help Susa, a
act she might not repeat now. The chapter highlights Tané’s internal conflict between

her disciplined present and the compassion of her youth.

The chapter closes with Tané preparing for the challenges ahead. She bathes, dresses,
and rests, determined to prove herself in the trials. Her thoughts linger on Susa and
the man she hid from the beach, hinting at unresolved tensions. The narrative
underscores Tané’s transformation and the sacrifices she has made for her dreams,

leaving the reader curious about her future in the Ginura School of War and her



potential reunion with her past.



Eleven

The chapter opens with the characters aboard the *Rose Eternal*, approaching the
draconic-infested land of Yscalin. Estina Melaugo and Kit exchange grim remarks about
their impending danger, while Loth observes the distant lights of Perunta through a
spyglass, his hands still unsteady from encountering Fyredel, a High Western dragon.
The narrative reveals the significance of these dragons as commanders of the
Draconic Army, whose awakening signals a resurgence of their destructive power.
Though the Nameless One remains imprisoned, his servants pose a grave threat,
recalling the devastation of the Grief of Ages. The group’s tension is palpable as they

confront the reality of their mission.

Loth’s thoughts delve into the history of the Draconic plague, a deadly disease
originating from the Nameless One and spread by High Westerns and their wyverns.
The plague’s symptoms—reddened hands, scaly rashes, fever, and visions—are
described in horrifying detail, culminating in the fatal bloodblaze phase. With no known
cure or protection, the disease looms as a silent killer. Melaugo attempts to reassure
Loth, suggesting the palace may be safe, but her detached tone underscores the peril
they face. The scene shifts as Captain Harlowe and Plume approach, signaling the end

of the characters’ time aboard the ship.

Kit, desperate to avoid their fate, attempts to bargain with Harlowe, offering land and
claiming sailing experience to join the crew. Loth, however, remains resolute,
emphasizing their duty to uncover the truth behind Prince Wilstan’s disappearance.
Kit's frustration peaks as he privately confronts Loth, accusing Combe of sending them
to their deaths. Despite Kit's pleas, Loth refuses to abandon his mission, driven by a
sense of justice. Harlowe, unimpressed by their indecision, ultimately orders them off

the ship, leaving the pair to face Yscalin’s dangers alone.



As they prepare to disembark, Kit chooses to stand by Loth, citing loyalty and
fellowship. The two descend via a rope ladder into a rowing boat, accompanied by
Melaugo, who bids a playful farewell to the crew. The pirates’ mocking laughter echoes
as they row away, underscoring the isolation and uncertainty of their journey. The
chapter closes with a mix of camaraderie and foreboding, as Loth and Kit brace

themselves for the challenges ahead in the plague-ridden land of Yscalin.



Twelve

The chapter opens with the sea guardians of Seiiki enduring rigorous water trials
during a fierce storm. The Sea General motivates the apprentices, emphasizing
resilience by declaring, "Rain is water, and so are we." Tané, one of the apprentices,
remains composed despite the harsh conditions. The trials include archery, firearms,
and mounted archery, where Tané excels but is narrowly outperformed by Turosa due
to her horse stumbling. Turosa mocks her humble origins, hinting at the societal divide

between descendants of dragonriders and commoners like Tané.

Tané’s interactions with fellow apprentices reveal underlying tensions and
camaraderie. Dumusa, a skilled archer from a privileged background, offers her
support, while Onren struggles with mounted archery and vents her frustration. The
group dynamic shifts as Dumusa suggests visiting a tavern to bond, though Tané
declines, prioritizing practice. Onren’s jest about needing a drink highlights the
pressure they face, while Tané’s refusal underscores her disciplined and solitary

nature.

The chapter delves into Tané’s internal conflict as she questions whether Turosa
sabotaged her horse. Her suspicion reflects the competitive and sometimes hostile
environment among the apprentices. Despite reassurances from the farrier, Tané’s
doubt lingers, revealing her vulnerability beneath her stoic exterior. Her dedication to
training contrasts with the others’ desire for respite, emphasizing her determination to

prove herself despite her lower status.

The chapter closes with Tané retreating to her room to practice alone, haunted by

uncertainty and the weight of expectations. Her isolation and relentless focus highlight
the sacrifices required to become a sea guardian. The narrative underscores themes of
perseverance, rivalry, and the struggle to overcome societal barriers, setting the stage

for Tané’s continued journey toward proving her worth in a world that often judges her



by her lineage.



Thirteen

The chapter opens with Tané undergoing a rigorous trial involving knife-throwing,
observed by the Sea General and members of Clan Miduchi. Despite her nervousness,
she performs well, though not as flawlessly as Turosa, a skilled apprentice from the
North House. Onren, another competitor, arrives late but impresses everyone by
achieving a perfect score. The trial highlights the intense competition among the
apprentices and the high expectations placed on them to prove their worthiness to join

the elite High Sea Guard.

Later that night, the apprentices are abruptly awakened and taken to a forest lake for
another challenge: retrieving eight dancing pearls hidden in the water. The Sea
General explains that this test mirrors the unpredictability of real missions. Tané,
though anxious, strategizes and eventually finds a pearl. Onren excels again, while
Turosa mocks Tané’s humble origins, foreshadowing a potential confrontation in the
final trial. The scene underscores the tension between the apprentices and the

pressure Tané feels to prove herself.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to Niclays, a restless guest at the Governor’s mansion,
who is tormented by memories of his past. He reflects on his relationship with Jannart,
a nobleman whose marriage to Aleidine was arranged, leaving Niclays heartbroken.
Haunted by guilt over his treatment of a musician and Jannart’s lies, Niclays struggles
with insomnia and the humid heat. His introspection reveals his deep regrets and the

emotional scars he carries, adding a layer of personal conflict to the story.

By morning, Niclays is granted permission to visit Triam Sulyard, a prisoner, to extract
information. The storm continues, mirroring his inner turmoil. As he prepares for the
meeting, the chapter juxtaposes his emotional struggles with Tané’s physical and
social challenges, weaving together two distinct yet thematically linked narratives of

perseverance and redemption. The chapter ends with a sense of impending



confrontation for both characters.



Fourteen

The chapter opens with a flurry of preparations in Ascalon Palace as Queen Sabran
prepares to welcome Aubrecht Lievelyn and his retinue, signaling her serious
consideration of his marriage proposal. The palace buzzes with activity, from food
deliveries to new gowns being crafted, while Ead, still recovering from iliness,
struggles to keep up with her duties. Amid the excitement, she remains vigilant for the
arrival of her mentor, Chassar ug-Ispad, and notes the absence of further rumors about

sorcery involving Truyde utt Zeedeur.

Ead observes the influx of courtiers, including Earls Provincial and their families, and
overhears a revealing conversation between Lord Ranulf Heath and Lady Igrain Crest.
Their discussion centers on the political implications of Sabran's betrothal and the
urgency of producing an heir. Crest expresses concern over Sabran's independence,
hinting at her diminishing influence over the queen. The exchange underscores the
court's preoccupation with securing the Berethnet lineage, with little regard for the

personal dynamics between Sabran and Lievelyn.

As Ead reflects on the conversation, her suspicions about the court's spymaster,
Seyton Combe, deepen. She theorizes that the recent failed assassination attempts on
Sabran may have been orchestrated by Combe himself—not to kill her, but to
manipulate her into accepting the marriage. The staged nature of the attacks and
Combe's control over the court's secrets align with his calculated methods. Ead
realizes her interventions may have disrupted his plans, explaining his efforts to

uncover her identity.

The chapter concludes with Ead resolving to gather evidence against Combe, confident
in her intuition but aware of the risks. She recognizes the need for caution, as Combe's
influence looms large over the throne. Her determination to protect Sabran and expose

the spymaster's machinations sets the stage for a covert battle of wits, with the



stability of the queendom hanging in the balance.



Fifteen

The chapter opens with Loth arriving at Carscaro, the mountainous capital of Yscalin, a
kingdom that once belonged to Virtudom but has since pledged allegiance to the
Nameless One. As his coach approaches the city, Loth reflects on Yscalin's storied

past, once known for its beauty and culture, now reduced to a charred wasteland. The
landscape is desolate, a stark contrast to the lavender fields that once perfumed the
air. Loth's unease grows as he prepares to enter the city, sensing the weight of its dark

transformation and the mysteries he hopes to uncover about Yscalin's fall from grace.

Upon entering Carscaro, Loth is immediately confronted with the kingdom's brutal
reality. He spots a cockatrice in the sky, a draconic creature that preys on the living,
and learns from Lady Priessa that the city feeds these beasts with criminals and
traitors chained to the Gate of Niunda. The horrific sight of bloodied prisoners shocks
Loth, revealing the depths of Yscalin's cruelty. The city itself is a nightmarish vision,
with wyverns guarding the gates and a river of lava flowing through its streets,

symbolizing the kingdom's fiery descent into darkness under its new rulers.

The Palace of Salvation, a towering structure of volcanic rock and glass, serves as the
heart of Yscalin's draconic rule. Loth and his companion Kit are led through eerie,
deserted corridors, their journey marked by unsettling artwork and hidden passages.
The palace's oppressive atmosphere, combined with the red-flamed chandeliers and
growling jaculi, heightens the sense of dread. Loth's attempts to maintain composure
are tested as he grapples with the reality of his surroundings, realizing he is now at the

mercy of a kingdom that has embraced monstrous forces.

As the chapter concludes, Loth and Kit are left in the ambassadorial gallery, awaiting
an audience with the enigmatic "Her Radiance." The tension is palpable, with both men
aware of the danger they face in this hostile environment. Loth's initial curiosity about

Yscalin has turned to horror, and the chapter ends on a foreboding note, setting the



stage for the challenges and revelations that lie ahead in this draconic stronghold.



Sixteen

The chapter opens with Tané preparing for her final water trial, a sword duel that will
determine her future as a dragon rider. Exhausted and anxious, she obsessively
sharpens her blade, her reflection in it revealing her bloodshot eyes. A chance
encounter with her peers, Onren and Kanperu, highlights their ease and camaraderie,
contrasting with Tané’s solitary intensity. Dumusa, a senior rider, offers wisdom,
cautioning Tané against letting her skill consume her entirely, urging her to find

balance and trust in her abilities.

On the day of the trial, Tané is paired against Turosa, her rival from the North House,
in a high-stakes duel where first blood decides the winner. Turosa’s disdain for Tané’s
humble origins is evident as he taunts her, attempting to provoke her with insults
about her village. Despite her fatigue, Tané engages fiercely, but Turosa gains the
upper hand with a brutal kick that sends her sprawling. The Sea General watches
impassively as Turosa gloats, reinforcing his belief that she is unworthy of becoming a

rider.

In @ moment of defiance, Tané rallies, using her agility to regain her footing and
surprise Turosa with a swift counterattack. The duel becomes a whirlwind of rain and
steel, with Tané channeling her frustration and determination into every strike. Though
Turosa initially underestimates her, Tané’s resilience and skill begin to unsettle him,
revealing cracks in his confidence. The chapter builds toward a climactic clash, leaving
the outcome of their confrontation unresolved but hinting at Tané’s potential to

overcome adversity.

The chapter explores themes of perseverance, identity, and the pressure to prove
oneself. Tané’s struggle with self-doubt and her rivalry with Turosa underscore the
societal tensions within the rider community. Dumusa’s advice serves as a poignant

reminder that mastery requires both discipline and self-compassion. The rain-soaked



duel symbolizes Tané's internal battle, as she fights not just for her future but for her

sense of belonging in a world that often judges her by her past.



Seventeen

After days of quarantine, Loth and Kit are finally granted an audience with the
Donmata Marosa, crown princess of Yscalin. The throne room is filled with courtiers,
but Prince Wilstan is conspicuously absent. The Donmata sits beneath a canopy
bearing the broken sword of Ascalon, a symbol of Virtudom, while wearing an iron
mask shaped like a dragon’s head. The tension is palpable as the two Inysh
ambassadors are announced, and the court reacts with hostility, hissing at their
presence. Loth maintains composure, bowing respectfully, while the Donmata offers a

formal but thinly veiled welcome.

The Donmata’s dialogue quickly turns provocative as she mentions Queen Sabran’s
impending marriage to Aubrecht Lievelyn, her former betrothed. Her tone is mocking,
and she openly questions Sabran’s ability to secure the Berethnet bloodline, a direct
challenge to Inysh beliefs. Loth struggles to contain his anger, defending Sabran’s
privacy and the sacredness of her role. The Donmata’s laughter and the guards’ drawn
swords heighten the tension, underscoring the ideological rift between Yscalin’s
draconic allegiance and Inys’s devotion to Virtudom. The exchange reveals the deep-

seated animosity and political maneuvering beneath the surface of diplomatic niceties.

The confrontation escalates as the Donmata taunts Loth about his rumored past with
Sabran, implying his inadequacy as a potential consort. She then commands him to
dance with Lady Priessa, turning the tense atmosphere into a performative spectacle.
The dance of thirty turns, once banned in Inys for its perceived indecency, becomes a
test of Loth’s endurance and composure. Despite his discomfort, he participates
gracefully, lifting Lady Priessa repeatedly as the music swells. The physical exertion
mirrors the emotional strain of the encounter, with both characters locked in a silent

struggle of wills.



The chapter culminates in a blend of courtly ritual and underlying hostility, highlighting
the cultural and religious divides between Yscalin and Inys. Loth’s resilience in the face
of provocation demonstrates his loyalty to Sabran and Virtudom, while the Donmata’s
masked authority and mocking tone reinforce Yscalin’s defiance. The dance serves as
a metaphor for the precarious balance of power, with every step and gesture laden
with political significance. The scene leaves the reader anticipating further clashes as

Loth and Kit navigate the treacherous waters of Yscalin’s court.



Eighteen

Niclays endures a grueling journey to Ginura, confined to a stifling palanquin with little
comfort. The trade road winds through the foothills of the Bear’s Jaw mountain range,
a path he once dreamed of traveling during his exile in Seiiki. His initial excitement is
tempered by memories of his forced expulsion from Virtudom, a punishment he
naively believed would be brief. As the years passed, he resigned himself to a life of
isolation, but now, glimpses of the landscape rekindle his curiosity and a fleeting sense

of freedom.

The journey is fraught with discomfort and hostility. After a brief respite at an inn,
where Niclays bathes in a hot spring and gazes at distant lights, the chair-carriers grow
resentful, mocking him with songs and making the trip increasingly unbearable.
Niclays retaliates with sharp words, but their laughter only deepens his frustration.
Mechanical failures and delays further sour the experience, leaving him exhausted and
irritable. A haunting lullaby from the chair-carriers stirs memories of his troubled
childhood, marked by his father’s violence and his mother’s misplaced hopes for his

redemption.

Niclays reflects on his strained relationship with his mother, Helchen Roos, who
despised his scientific pursuits and hedonistic lifestyle. Despite her disapproval, she
eagerly sought to benefit from his connections to nobility, a hypocrisy he and his friend
Jannart mocked. These memories briefly amuse him, offering a rare moment of levity
before the journey’s hardships resume. The relentless heat and confinement push him
to his limits, and when the palanquin finally stops, he is unceremoniously dumped into

a puddle, left to navigate Ginura alone.

Entering the ancient capital, Niclays is struck by Ginura’s opulence. The city’s vibrant
markets and fashionable citizens, adorned in sea-inspired attire, contrast sharply with

his disheveled state. Ginura Castle looms imposingly, its grandeur a testament to the



city’s wealth and culture. As Niclays trudges through Seabed Town, the dazzling
displays of wealth and artistry remind him of the stark divide between his exile and the

world he now re-enters, a world that both fascinates and alienates him.



Nineteen

Loth follows the Donmata Marosa through a labyrinth of torchlit tunnels beneath the
palace, their walls slick with condensation. She leads him to a hidden chamber where
they encounter a chained, emaciated figure—King Sigoso Ill of Yscalin, now a hollow
shell of his former self. The Donmata reveals that her father is afflicted with a rare
form of the Draconic plague, allowing the wyrm Fyredel to commune through him. Loth
is stunned by the king’s grotesque transformation and the revelation that Sigoso was

the mastermind behind Queen Rosarian’s murder.

The Donmata explains that Sigoso’s condition has lasted two years, coinciding with
Yscalin’s betrayal of Virtudom. She administers a sedative to temporarily sever
Fyredel’'s control, enabling Sigoso to speak. Loth learns that the king poisoned
Rosarian out of spite after she rejected his marriage proposal. Sigoso recounts how he
commissioned a venom-laced gown, which was smuggled into the queen’s wardrobe
by an accomplice in the palace. The Donmata acts as an intermediary, translating

Loth’s questions to her father, who responds with venomous glee.

Sigoso’s hatred for Rosarian is palpable as he describes her as a “venereal slut” who
preferred pirates and minor nobles over a union with his royal bloodline. He takes
perverse pride in the brutality of her death, claiming the basilisk venom dissolved even
her bones. Loth, horrified, demands to know the identity of the accomplice who
planted the gown. Sigoso cryptically names “the cupbearer,” a defunct position,

leaving Loth baffled and suspicious of deeper treachery within the palace.

The chapter culminates in Loth drawing his baselard, his shock giving way to rage. The
Donmata remains eerily composed, her loyalty to her father ambiguous. The encounter
exposes the depths of Sigoso’s depravity and the wyrm Fyredel’s insidious influence

over Yscalin. Loth is left grappling with the implications of the conspiracy, realizing the

queen’s murder was not just a political act but a personal vendetta orchestrated by a



mad king. The chapter ends with tension unresolved, setting the stage for further

revelations.



Twenty

The chapter opens with Tané recovering from her exhausting fight with Turosa during
the sea guardians' trials. Isolated in her quarters, she nurses a painful shoulder wound
while anxiously awaiting the next day's announcement about who will become dragon
riders. To distract herself, she revisits *Recollections of the Great Sorrow*, a book filled
with haunting illustrations of past battles and the red sickness that once plagued
Seiiki. The vivid imagery of dragons and demons stirs her memories and fears, setting

a contemplative tone for the chapter.

Onren, Tané's fellow trainee, arrives with food and wine, offering comfort and
companionship. Their conversation begins cordially, with Onren expressing concern for
Tané's well-being and praising her performance against Turosa. However, tensions
simmer beneath the surface as Onren voices her frustrations about the perceived
favoritism toward high-born candidates like Turosa, who has a history of cruelty yet
faces no consequences. Tané defends their teachers' fairness, but Onren remains

skeptical, hinting at the systemic biases that may influence the selection process.

The dialogue takes a sharp turn when Tané, overwhelmed by exhaustion and pent-up
emotions, accuses Onren of disrespect and laziness. She criticizes Onren for
frequenting taverns instead of training, implying that her lack of dedication—not her
social status—may cost her the rider position. Onren retaliates by pointing out Tané's
resentment and obsessive work ethic, arguing that balance, not just relentless
practice, is key to success. The exchange exposes their contrasting philosophies and

deepens the rift between them.

As Onren prepares to leave, the chapter closes with Tané regretting her outburst, the
anger dissipating as quickly as it flared. The unresolved tension between the two
trainees mirrors the broader uncertainties surrounding the riders' selection,

highlighting themes of meritocracy, privilege, and personal sacrifice. The emotional



confrontation leaves both characters—and readers—pondering the true meaning of

worthiness and the sacrifices demanded by their ambitions.



Twenty-One

Loth prepares to leave the Palace of Salvation under the cover of night, aware that he
is infected with the Draconic plague after touching the Flesh King. Carrying supplies
and weapons, he is accompanied by his friend Kit, who reluctantly joins him despite
the dangers. They descend into the hidden depths of Carscaro, following directions
from the Donmata Marosa, who awaits them at the base of a secret stair. She reveals a
forgotten escape route through the mountains, warning them of the Draconic
creatures lurking outside, and equips them with ice staves for their treacherous

journey.

The Donmata entrusts Loth with an iron box, urging him to complete his mission for
the sake of Virtudom. Loth promises to send help back to Carscaro and assures her she
won’t be left to die alone. After a poignant farewell, Loth and Kit step into the dark
passageway, surrounded by volcanic glass and pumice. The eerie environment
reminds Loth of childhood tales about the Nameless One, heightening the tension as
they navigate the uncertain path. Kit attempts to lighten the mood with humor, but the

gravity of their situation weighs heavily on both.

As they press forward, the ground suddenly rumbles, signaling an earthquake.
Panicked, Loth shouts for Kit to run, but the chaos separates them. The tunnel
collapses around them, trapping Loth in darkness as debris rains down. Fear overtakes
him, and he braces for death, coughing on dust and shattered glass. The violent
tremors eventually cease, leaving him disoriented and alone, uncertain of Kit’s fate or

whether the passage ahead remains intact.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Loth surviving the quake but facing an
uncertain path forward. The emotional stakes are high, as his promise to the Donmata
and his loyalty to Kit hang in the balance. The physical and psychological toll of the

journey is palpable, emphasizing the dire circumstances of their mission. The narrative



leaves readers questioning whether Loth will reunite with Kit and whether they can

escape the treacherous mountains alive.



Twenty-Two

The chapter depicts the somber yet opulent marriage ceremony of Queen Sabran the
Ninth of Inys and Aubrecht Lievelyn, High Prince of Mentendon, held at midnight in the
Great Sanctuary of Briar House. The setting is rich with symbolism: red stained-glass
windows memorialize past bloodshed, and scoundrel trees with golden leaves frame
the space. Sabran, adorned in a crimson gown and gold crown, hesitates momentarily
at the entrance, observed by her confidante Ead and the calculating Seyton Combe.
The ceremony unfolds under a gilded baldachin, with 600 witnesses, including the

Sanctarian Order, in attendance.

Sabran's emotional turmoil is palpable as she proceeds without her close friend Loth,
who was sent away by Combe. The political undertones are evident—Igrain Crest, a
key advisor, views the union as both a necessity and a compromise. Lievelyn enters in
regal attire, his crimson cloak mirroring Sabran's gown, and the two meet at the
center. The Arch Sanctarian officiates, invoking the union's sacred purpose to uphold
Virtudom, though his reference to Cleolind as a "heretic" draws subtle disapproval

from Ead and Chassar.

The ritual proceeds with the exchange of vows and rings, a moment charged with
tension as Sabran's hand trembles. Lievelyn offers a tentative smile, while Roslain,
Sabran's giver, watches anxiously. Sabran's vow—to love, defend, and remain
faithful—is delivered with measured resolve, though her pause hints at inner conflict.
The ceremony's gravity is underscored by its historical context: a marriage following

closely after a burial, a first in Berethnet history.

As the chapter concludes, the focus shifts to the unspoken dynamics between the
characters. Ead's vigilant gaze captures Sabran's vulnerability and the political
machinations surrounding the union. The marriage, while a strategic alliance, is

fraught with personal and political stakes, leaving Sabran at a crossroads between



duty and desire. The scene closes with the couple's hands joined, their futures

irrevocably intertwined beneath the candlelit baldachin.



Twenty-Three

Lord Arteloth Beck endures a grueling journey through the icy Spindles, battling
extreme cold and physical exhaustion. Haunted by grief for his lost companion Kit, he
focuses on survival, skinning a mountain ewe and building a fire in a cave. Despite his
fear of attracting wyrms, he finds solace in the routine of sustenance and shelter. His
hands, raw and red, serve as a grim reminder of his deteriorating condition, while an

unexplained rash fuels his anxiety about an uncertain fate.

Loth follows the Donmata Marosa’s instructions to travel southeast toward the desert,
aiming to reach Rauca and eventually find Ead’s guardian, Chassar ug-lspad. His pack
contains no map but holds coins bearing the image of King Jantar, offering a glimmer
of hope. Feverish and plagued by nightmares of Kit, Sabran, and the Donmata, Loth
struggles to maintain his resolve. The chapter underscores his isolation and the
psychological toll of his journey, as he grapples with both physical pain and haunting

visions.

His precarious respite is shattered when a grotesque cockatrice invades the cave. The
creature’s mangled appearance and predatory instincts send Loth into a panic. After a
frantic escape attempt, the cockatrice captures him, carrying him to a mountain
summit. In a desperate struggle, Loth loses his weapon and nearly his life, but a
sudden interruption spares him from certain death. The encounter highlights his

vulnerability and the ever-present danger of the wilderness.

As the cockatrice attacks, Loth clings to fleeting memories of joy—his sister Margret,
dances with Ead, and hunts with Sabran—to steel himself against impending doom.
The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with the beast momentarily distracted, leaving
Loth’s fate uncertain. This moment encapsulates the themes of resilience and
mortality, as Loth confronts the possibility of death while drawing strength from

cherished moments of his past.



Twenty-Four

The chapter opens with Ead awaiting word from Chassar about her extended stay in
Inys, while the court grows fond of Prince Aubrecht Lievelyn. Sabran, the queen,
begins attending masques and plays with her consort, displaying rare moments of joy
and affection. However, her frustration mounts when she fails to conceive an heir,
leading to volatile outbursts. Ead remains a constant presence, observing Sabran's
struggles with both the pressures of motherhood and the financial burdens of

defending Mentendon from wyrms, which strain the royal coffers.

Sabran's impatience and despair become more pronounced as she distances herself
from Lievelyn, staying up late with her ladies instead. Ead, privy to the queen's
intimate fears and secrets, notes her conflicting desires for pregnancy and dread of its
consequences. The atmosphere in Briar House grows tense with rumors, including
speculation about Ead's sudden rise to favor as a Lady of the Bedchamber. Despite the
court's gossip, Ead remains focused on her duties, though she cherishes her rare

moments of solitude.

During one such morning walk, Ead reflects on the legacy of past queens like Glorian
Shieldheart, who defied adversity to protect Inys. Her thoughts are interrupted by an
encounter with Lievelyn in the hothouse, where she discreetly gathers saffron for
Sabran. The prince, curious and kind, joins her in searching for lavender to aid the
queen's sleep. Their conversation hints at the shared burden of court life, though Ead

remains guarded despite Lievelyn's apparent sincerity.

The chapter closes with Ead and Lievelyn walking together at dawn, their interaction
underscoring the quiet tensions and unspoken alliances within the court. Ead's loyalty
to Sabran is evident, but her actions—such as collecting medicinal herbs—reveal a
deeper, more personal commitment to the queen's well-being. The juxtaposition of

Sabran's public struggles and Ead's private resolve highlights the complex dynamics of



power, duty, and personal connection in the royal household.



Twenty-Five

Niclays Roos, an exiled scholar, finds temporary solace in Ginura as a guest of the
Moyaka household. During the vibrant Summerfall festival, he immerses himself in
Seiikinese culture, savoring local delicacies and marveling at the golden leaves
transforming into red buds. Accompanied by his chaperons, Eizaru and Purumé, he
explores the coastal landscape, including the striking Grieving Orphan volcanic stack.
Despite his exile, Niclays begins to envision a future in Ginura, clinging to the fragile

hope that he might escape the confines of Orisima permanently.

The arrival of letters from Mentendon disrupts Niclays' fragile peace. The first, from
High Prince Aubrecht Il, denies his petition for clemency, citing political tensions with
Queen Sabran of Inys. Though disheartened, Niclays notes the prince’s willingness to
reconsider if he can appease the queen. The second letter, from his niece Truyde,
arrives over a year late, revealing her continued fascination with the Tablet of
Rumelabar’s riddle. Niclays is moved by her words but frustrated by the delayed

communication, which could have warned him of Sulyard’s arrival.

Truyde’s letter reignites Niclays’ curiosity about the ancient riddle, which speaks of
cosmic balance and the peril of imbalance. He transcribes the riddle, pondering its
meaning and the implications of the Tablet of Rumelabar. Memories of his academic
studies resurface, particularly the discovery of a subterranean temple in the Sarras
Mountains. The riddle’s enigmatic nature haunts him, intertwining with his guilt over

Sulyard’s imprisonment and his own unfulfilled quest for knowledge.

As Niclays grapples with these thoughts, his companions take him to observe night-
flying herons, offering a brief respite. Yet, his mind remains preoccupied with the
riddle and his unresolved past. The chapter closes with Niclays caught between the
allure of newfound freedom in Ginura and the weight of his exile, his intellectual

passions, and the consequences of his actions. The tension between hope and despair



underscores his precarious existence in the East.



Twenty-Six

The chapter opens with Queen Sabran preparing for her first public appearance in
fourteen years, a royal progress to Ascalon that has stirred excitement across Inys.
Ead Duryan, one of her ladies-in-waiting, discreetly arms herself with hidden blades,
hinting at underlying tensions. The queen’s attire—midnight velvet and a sword-
shaped brooch—is carefully chosen to evoke her late mother, Queen Rosarian, and to
project regal divinity. Sabran’s sleeplessness and quiet demeanor reveal her anxiety
about facing the public after years of seclusion, while Ead’s gentle combing of her hair

offers a rare moment of solace.

As Sabran’s ladies-in-waiting adorn her with jewels and a silver crown, the queen’s
emotional vulnerability surfaces. She confides in Ead about her wish to announce her
pregnancy but hesitates due to medical advice. Their intimate exchange, culminating
in Sabran grasping Ead’s hand, underscores their deepening bond. The queen’s
nostalgia is further evoked when Roslain gifts her a sapphire-and-pearl necklace from
her mother, symbolizing the weight of legacy. Sabran’s final question—“How do |

look?”—reflects her need for reassurance before stepping into the public eye.

The procession departs under a clear blue sky, with Sabran escorted by her husband,
Aubrecht Lievelyn, and the Dukes Spiritual. Ead remains vigilant, suspecting that the
unresolved threat of assassins could strike during the event. Lord Eller's unease
contrasts with Seyton Combe’s confidence, highlighting political tensions within the
court. Ead’s frustration over her inability to investigate the cutthroats adds urgency to

the scene, as the royal party ventures into Ascalon’s bustling streets.

The chapter concludes with a glimpse of Ascalon’s history, once a paradise founded by
Galian the Saint but now marred by crime and decay. The city’s stone architecture, a
legacy of fire-prevention laws, stands as a metaphor for Inys’s resilience and decline.

Ead’s observations as she rides through the capital underscore the contrast between



its idealized past and gritty reality, setting the stage for the queen’s encounter with

her people—a moment fraught with both hope and danger.



Twenty-Seven

In this chapter of *The Priory of the Orange Tree*, Niclays Roos devises a perilous plan
to secure his return to the West by creating an elixir from dragon blood, a substance
forbidden by Eastern law. Despite his usual cowardice, Niclays resolves to take the
risk, driven by desperation and ambition. He sends a secret letter to Lady Tané
Miduchi, a dragonrider, requesting a meeting, ensuring the message is delivered
discreetly. As he waits for her response, Niclays reflects on his past and the mysterious
silk fragment left to him by his deceased mentor, Jannart, which holds an

undeciphered secret tied to Jannart’'s death.

Niclays’s encounter with Tané on a secluded beach is tense and fraught with danger.
He blackmails her by threatening to expose her role in the arrest of two individuals,
including her friend, unless she provides him with dragon blood and scales. Tanég,
initially hostile and threatening, is visibly shaken by Niclays’s revelation about her
friend’s fate. The confrontation escalates as she presses a blade to his throat,
outraged by his demand to defile a dragon, which she reveres as a god. Niclays

remains steadfast, leveraging her fear of exposure to secure his demands.

The chapter delves into Niclays’s complex motivations, revealing his obsession with
the silk fragment and his unresolved grief over Jannart’s death. The fragment, a legacy
from Jannart’s widow and granddaughter, symbolizes both a personal mystery and a
professional challenge. Niclays’s determination to unlock its secrets mirrors his
broader quest for redemption and scientific discovery. His actions underscore his
moral ambiguity, as he manipulates Tané while grappling with his own guilt and

ambition.

The confrontation between Niclays and Tané highlights the clash between Western
alchemical pursuits and Eastern spiritual reverence for dragons. Tané’s internal

conflict—between her duty as a dragonrider and her fear of exposure—adds depth to



her character. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Tané’s blade at Niclays’s throat,
leaving their negotiation unresolved. This moment encapsulates the high stakes of
Niclays’s plan and the precarious balance of power between the two characters,

setting the stage for further conflict.



Twenty-Eight

Loth arrives in Rauca, the vibrant capital of the Ersyr, overwhelmed by its sensory
richness—colorful spices, fragrant gardens, and towering windcatchers adorned with
blueglass. Accompanied by a silent ichneumon, he navigates the bustling streets,
feeling out of place yet intrigued by the unfamiliar culture. The grandeur of the lvory
Palace, home to the House of Taumargam, dominates the cityscape, its gleaming
domes and pristine walls a stark contrast to the chaotic markets below. Loth seeks
Chassar ug-Ispad, an ambassador, but the ichneumon diverts him into a covered

market, delaying his mission.

Exhausted and parched, Loth attempts to bargain for water but struggles with the
language and local customs. A kind merchant gifts him a *pargh*, a face cloth, and
directs him to Chassar’s estate in Rumelabar. Loth’s discomfort with haggling and his
fear of the plague highlight his vulnerability in this foreign land. The merchant’s
generosity and the ichneumon’s stubbornness underscore the chapter’'s themes of
cultural dissonance and unexpected kindness. Loth’s determination to send a letter to

Margret reveals his lingering ties to home and his resourcefulness in adversity.

The Place of Doves, a striking square adorned with pink tiles and towering dovecotes,
becomes Loth’s next destination. He entrusts a letter to a bird-keeper, hoping to
bypass Combe’s scrutiny. The ichneumon leads him to an inn, where a masked
woman’s unsettling presence adds an air of mystery. Loth’s physical and emotional
exhaustion culminates in a private moment of grief for Kitston Glade, revealing the

depth of his sorrow and the weight of his journey.

As night falls, Loth’s grief overwhelms him, and he weeps uncontrollably before
collapsing into a fitful sleep. The chapter closes with his fragmented thoughts,
emphasizing his isolation and the emotional toll of his quest. The juxtaposition of

Rauca’s beauty and Loth’s inner turmoil creates a poignant contrast, underscoring the



challenges of navigating both an unfamiliar world and personal loss. The masked
woman'’s reappearance hints at impending intrigue, leaving the reader eager for the

next chapter’s developments.



Twenty-Nine

The chapter opens with Tané, a dragonrider, confined to her luxurious quarters at Salt
Flower Castle after confessing to her dragon, Nayimathun. Despite the opulence of her
surroundings, she is consumed by anxiety, unable to eat or sleep. Nayimathun has left
to retrieve Sulyard, a foreigner under divine protection, and secure the release of Susa
from jail. Meanwhile, the coastal settlement of Sidupi is under attack by pirates,
diverting most dragonriders to assist the High Sea Guard. Tané’s isolation and dread
are palpable as she awaits Nayimathun’s return, her physical discomfort mirroring her

emotional turmoil.

A sudden earthquake disrupts the night, injuring Tané’s ankle and aggravating old
wounds. Her attendants rush to aid her, but the disturbance heightens her unease. The
guake, a rare occurrence in Seiiki, adds to the sense of impending chaos. As Tané
attempts to rest, she is abruptly awakened by six masked soldiers from the land army,
who demand she accompany them to meet the Governor of Ginura. The governor’s
unexpected summons, typically reserved for high-ranking individuals, fills Tané with
suspicion and fear, though she resolves to cooperate, trusting Nayimathun will

intervene if necessary.

Tané's apprehension grows as she prepares to leave, secretly arming herself with a
hidden blade. The soldiers’ insistence and the late-hour summons suggest grave
consequences, possibly linked to her earlier actions or the foreigner Roos. As she is
escorted through the castle, fellow dragonriders Onren and Kanperu intervene,
questioning the soldiers’ authority. Their presence briefly bolsters Tané’s confidence,
but the soldiers claim the Sea General has been informed, a statement met with
skepticism. The tension underscores the power dynamics between the dragonriders

and the land army.



The chapter closes with Tané’s quiet plea to Onren to alert Nayimathun if she does not
return promptly. Despite Onren’s reassurances that the summons is likely trivial,
Tané’s physical pain and mental distress hint at deeper trouble. The unresolved
confrontation leaves the reader anticipating the governor’'s motives and Tané’s fate,
while the underlying themes of loyalty, authority, and impending conflict loom large.
The chapter masterfully blends personal struggle with broader political intrigue,

setting the stage for further upheaval.



Thirty

The chapter opens with Truyde utt Zeedeur imprisoned in the Dearn Tower, having
confessed to orchestrating a staged attack during the royal visit. Her plan was to
convince Queen Sabran of imminent danger from Yscalin and the Nameless One,
hoping to push her toward negotiations with the East. However, the scheme backfired
when genuine enemies of the House of Berethnet infiltrated the performance, resulting
in the murder of Lievelyn and several others. Truyde’s intentions, though well-

meaning, led to unintended bloodshed and chaos.

Meanwhile, Ead reflects on the aftermath of the ambush, particularly her own
involvement in the violence. Tharian Lintley, who witnessed her combat skills, has kept
silent, but Ead remains wary. The court is in mourning, with Lievelyn lying in state and
Sabran secluded in grief. The tension escalates when Margret delivers a cryptic letter
from Loth, revealing Kit's death and warning of danger to Sabran from an unknown
"Cupbearer." The message hints at a deeper conspiracy linked to Queen Rosarian’s

death.

Ead and Margret grapple with whether to inform Sabran about Loth’s survival, fearing
Combe’s interference. Margret also shares concerns about her father’s deteriorating
mental state, adding another layer of personal turmoil. Ead resolves to investigate the
Cupbearer threat herself, determined to protect Sabran from further harm. The
chapter underscores the pervasive atmosphere of distrust and the weight of hidden

agendas within the court.

The final section shifts to Sabran’s fragile condition, suffering from pregnancy-related
illness and profound grief. Her emotional state is fragile, and her interactions are
strained. When she unexpectedly requests Ead as her bedfellow, it signals a rare
moment of vulnerability. Roslain advises Ead on how to care for Sabran during the

night, emphasizing the need for constant light. The chapter closes with Ead joining



Sabran in the Royal Bedchamber, hinting at the deepening bond between them amid

the surrounding dangers.



Thirty-One

The chapter opens with Tané reflecting on her past triumph—scaling Mount Tego, a
grueling trial that proved her worthiness to the spirit Kwiriki. Now, however, she feels
broken and hollow, imprisoned for an undisclosed crime. Dragged before the Governor
of Ginura, she is confronted with her betrayal: aiding a foreigner in violation of Seiiki’s
strict laws. The Governor reveals that Tané’s actions were exposed by the executed
prisoner, who described her scar. Tané’s once-promising future as a dragon rider lies
in ruins, and her shame is palpable as she admits her selfish motives—fear of losing

her chance to ride a dragon.

Tané’s confession exposes her desperation and flawed judgment. She believed the
outsider was a divine test, yet her decision to hide him was driven by cowardice and
ambition. The Governor condemns her for endangering Seiiki, emphasizing how
Kwiriki’s favor has now vanished. Tané’s friend Susa, implicated in the crime, was
executed despite Nayimathun’s plea for clemency. The revelation of Susa’s loyalty to
Tané over the state deepens her guilt, leaving her emotionally shattered. The sorrower

bird’s cries outside mirror her unraveling psyche.

The chapter takes a darker turn as the Governor discloses Nayimathun’s capture by
the Fleet of the Tiger Eye, a group of dragon hunters. Tané is devastated, imagining
the torture her dragon endures. With nothing left to lose, she accuses Roos, a corrupt
surgeon, of aiding the hunters. However, the Governor reveals Roos has fled, likely
joining the hunters—a small, bitter consolation. Tané’s despair peaks as she realizes

her mistakes have cost her everything: her dragon, her friend, and her destiny.

In the final confrontation, the Governor coldly informs Tané that execution is justified,
given the gravity of her crimes. Tané accepts her fate, acknowledging her catastrophic
errors. The chapter ends with a heavy silence, underscoring the irreversible

consequences of her actions. Tané’s journey from revered apprentice to disgraced



prisoner is complete, leaving her utterly alone and consumed by regret.



Thirty-Two

The chapter opens with Lord Arteloth Beck, known as Loth, awakening in an unfamiliar
underground chamber, naked and disoriented. He soon experiences the terrifying
onset of the bloodblaze, a plague that feels like his blood is boiling, causing
unbearable pain. In his agony, he recalls stories of the Grief of Ages, understanding
why the East sealed its borders. As he struggles toward a pool for relief, a mysterious
figure with a calming voice intervenes, questioning his identity and the origin of an
iron box he carried. Loth, fearing he will infect others, warns them away before losing

consciousness again.

When Loth next wakes, he finds himself healed and in a bed within the same chamber.
Weak but free of pain, he reflects on his survival as a merciful act of the Saint. After
cleansing himself in a pool, he notices a woman in a green cloak, who leads him
through stone passages adorned with bronze statuettes. The woman, speaking with a
Lasian accent, directs him to a curtained archway, where he is to meet Chassar ug-
Ispad, the Ersyri ambassador. The setting is starkly different from the open-air estates

Loth expected, adding to his growing confusion.

Loth is greeted by Chassar, who reveals they are in the Priory of the Orange Tree in
Lasia—a shocking revelation, as Loth last remembers being in Rauca. Chassar explains
that an ichneumon named Aralaq rescued him and brought him to the Priory, a place
few outsiders survive to see. Loth struggles to comprehend the situation, especially
when Chassar dismisses the foundational myth of the Damsel and the Saint as false.
The ambassador’s calm demeanor and cryptic remarks unsettle Loth, who remains

devoutly loyal to his faith and troubled by the blasphemy.

The chapter ends with Chassar preparing to unravel a tale that contradicts everything
Loth believes, setting the stage for a confrontation between faith and hidden truths.

The sand eagle’s presence and Chassar’s enigmatic smile underscore the tension,



leaving Loth—and the reader—eager yet apprehensive about the revelations to come.
The Priory’s secrecy, the ichneumon’s role, and the challenge to Inysh orthodoxy hint

at a larger conflict brewing beneath the surface.



Thirty-Three

The chapter opens with Niclays and Jannart in Brygstad Palace, stealing moments of
intimacy in a room reserved for royal births. Their relationship is clandestine, as
Jannart is bound by an arranged marriage, and their love violates the laws of Virtudom.
The narrative hints at the tension between their private lives and public duties,
especially as Jannart is a close friend of High Prince Edvart, who may turn a blind eye
to their affair. The setting is rich with symbolism, from the star-painted ceiling to the

tapestries, reflecting the duality of their existence—both opulent and constrained.

Jannart is depicted as a man of intellectual passion, having shifted from art to
historical research to fill gaps left by the Grief of Ages, a cataclysmic event that
destroyed much of the world’s knowledge. Niclays, meanwhile, lounges in bed, his
thoughts drifting to recent events—a wyvern’s awakening near the capital due to
reckless hunters. This incident underscores the theme of human arrogance disrupting
natural order, a recurring concern in their world. Their conversation reveals Niclays’
cynicism and Jannart’s optimism, as well as their deep emotional connection despite

their differences.

The dialogue between the two lovers reveals layers of their relationship. Niclays’
dependence on wine to numb his pain—both from societal rejection and personal
guilt—is a point of contention, though Jannart avoids confrontation. Their banter about
the mythical Milk Lagoon, a haven for lovers, reflects their shared longing for escape
and a life free from constraints. Jannart’s belief in the Lagoon’s existence contrasts
with Niclays’ self-deprecating doubt, yet their affection remains palpable, even as they

grapple with the realities of aging and mortality.

The chapter closes with a tender moment between the two, as Jannart reassures
Niclays of their future together, whether or not they find the Milk Lagoon. Their

physical and emotional intimacy is juxtaposed with the broader societal pressures they



face, highlighting the fragility of their happiness. The narrative leaves readers with a
sense of bittersweet hope, as the couple clings to their love in a world that threatens

to tear them apart.



Thirty-Four

The chapter opens with Queen Sabran’s pregnancy bringing joy to Inys, as the people
celebrate the promise of a new heir despite the recent death of Prince Aubrecht.
Sabran decides to return to Ascalon Palace to avoid the painful memories of Briar
House, and the court prepares for the arrival of the child with new gowns and a
refurbished lying-in chamber. However, beneath the surface of celebration, Sabran
struggles with physical sickness and emotional turmoil, her condition carefully
monitored by her Ladies of the Bedchamber, who prioritize the unborn child’s safety

above all else.

Amidst the personal challenges,