Assassin's Revenge--A David Slaton

Novel

In Assassin's Revenge, David Slaton—former Mossad assassin turned reluctant family
man—is thrust back into the lethal world of espionage when his past comes crashing
into his present. After a brutal attack leaves his wife gravely injured, Slaton abandons

his quiet life to hunt down those responsible.

Armed with razor-sharp instincts and an arsenal of tradecraft, Slaton follows a trail of
betrayal from the sun-drenched streets of Tel Aviv to the shadowy corridors of
Washington, D.C. But as he closes in on his quarry, he uncovers a conspiracy that
threatens global stability—forcing him to choose between personal vengeance and

preventing a catastrophic war.

Larsen delivers a high-octane thriller packed with authentic tradecraft, heart-
stopping action, and a protagonist who's equal parts Jason Bourne and Jack

Reacher—but with a Mossad edge.

Chapter 1: One

Commander Dan "Gonno" Rhea pilots an F/A-18F Super Hornet through North Korean
airspace under the cover of darkness, flying dangerously low at 300 feet to avoid
detection. Using advanced thermographic displays, he navigates the rugged terrain
while avoiding afterburners and supersonic speeds to remain undetected. His
mysterious backseater, a non-aviator with an unsettling calmness, remains focused on

their mission. Rhea, though experienced, is unnerved by the man’s composure and the



high-stakes nature of their unauthorized operation, which could end his career—or

worse.

The backseater, later revealed as David Slaton, holds significant authority, as Rhea
was ordered to accommodate his every demand. Slaton’s unflappable demeanor and
sharp attention to detail suggest a background in special operations or intelligence.
Rhea, a seasoned Navy pilot with combat experience, finds himself in uncharted
territory, questioning the sanity of their mission. Despite his attempts to dissuade
Slaton, the decision is final, leaving Rhea to focus on executing the maneuver with

precision, even as his damaged compass serves as a stark reminder of the risks.

As they approach the target, Rhea initiates a steep climb and deceleration, preparing
for an unconventional maneuver akin to a weapons delivery. Slaton’s silence during
the final moments underscores the gravity of their task. Rhea reflects on Slaton’s
enigmatic presence—nhis accent, intense gaze, and meticulous memory—concluding he
must be a highly trained operative. The parallels to a precision strike highlight the
mission’s clandestine nature, though Rhea remains in the dark about its ultimate

purpose.

In the final seconds, Rhea counts down, and Slaton activates an ejection mechanism,
launching himself into the unknown. The chapter ends with Slaton’s dramatic exit,
leaving Rhea to ponder the consequences of their audacious mission. The tension and
mystery surrounding Slaton’s identity and objectives set the stage for the unfolding
narrative, blending high-stakes aviation with covert operations in a gripping opening

sequence.



Chapter 2: Two

Captain Jung Dong-hwan, a dedicated officer in the Korean People’s Army, stands
uneasy before an open bunker door in the dead of night. The usually dimly lit
underground facility is even darker due to the actions of mysterious visitors in workers’
coveralls, who have cut the lighting near the entrance. Jung and his senior NCO,
Sergeant Kim, are abruptly ordered outside by their rarely seen colonel, adding to the
unusual circumstances. The bunker, designated as Bunker 814, is part of a vast,
secretive network of military installations, its true scale a subject of speculation even

among those tasked with guarding it.

The bunker’s massive steel doors, wide enough to accommodate missile transporters,
hint at its strategic importance. However, the regular shipments of Rodong missiles
have ceased, replaced by an enigmatic delivery six months prior—a heavy, oddly
shaped container transported deep into a restricted shaft. Jung and Kim speculate
about the bunker’s future, wondering if it might be decommissioned. The colonel’s
unexpected presence and the absence of their unit further fuel their confusion. Jung,
though proud of his role in safeguarding North Korea’s nuclear capabilities, feels
unsettled by the secrecy and the stark contrast between the regime’s military

priorities and the suffering of its people.

Sergeant Kim, a technically savvy soldier with experience near the DMZ, questions
whether the bunker’s camouflage can truly deceive American satellites. His subtle
skepticism reflects a broader curiosity about the outside world, a rarity in a country
where access to information is tightly controlled. Jung, meanwhile, clings to state
propaganda, dismissing South Korea’s purported achievements as fabrications. The
tension between their perspectives underscores the isolation and indoctrination

pervasive in North Korea’s military ranks.



As they wait outside, Jung and Kim grapple with unanswered questions about the
bunker’s sudden changes and the whereabouts of their unit. The delivery of the
mysterious container to Shaft 3, a previously dormant and off-limits passage, suggests
a shift in the bunker’s purpose. Jung’s unease grows, yet he suppresses his doubts,
adhering to the chain of command. The chapter paints a picture of a rigid, secretive
military apparatus, where loyalty and obedience are paramount, even in the face of

unsettling and unexplained developments.



Chapter 3: Three

David Slaton returns to the marina in Gibraltar to find his boat, Sirius, and his family
missing. The neighboring Scotsman recalls seeing the boat depart but cannot confirm
its destination. Slaton’s initial concern grows as his calls to his wife, Christine, go
unanswered. The absence of any communication violates their strict security protocols,
heightening his unease. The Scotsman suggests they might have gone to test the
reefing gear, but Slaton dismisses the idea, knowing Christine would not take such a

risk without him.

Slaton’s training as a former Mossad assassin kicks in as he assesses the marina for
threats. He notes security cameras and scans the area for suspicious activity,
regretting his lack of prior reconnaissance. The boat’s frequent name changes and
forged passports reflect their life on the run, a necessity to evade past enemies.
Slaton’s mind races with possibilities—could old adversaries have resurfaced? The lack

of physical evidence at the slip offers no clues, deepening his frustration and fear.

A storm approaches, but Slaton dismisses the weather as irrelevant to his search.
Calculating Sirius’ possible range, he considers two options: scaling the Rock of
Gibraltar for a vantage point or borrowing the Scotsman'’s inflatable dinghy to search
the bay. Choosing the latter, he sets off into choppy waters, determined to find his
family. The rough conditions drench him, but he presses on, scanning the horizon for

any sign of the catamaran.

Slaton methodically eliminates search areas, first heading south toward open water,
then east and west. Despite the turbulent seas and limited visibility, he remains
focused, driven by urgency. The chapter ends with Slaton’s relentless pursuit, his
professional instincts clashing with personal dread as he navigates the bay, hoping to

reunite with his family before it’s too late.



Chapter 4: Four

As Slaton approaches his catamaran, *Sirius*, from a mile away, he immediately
senses something is amiss. The dinghy is missing, sails are poorly secured, and the
boat drifts anchorless—uncharacteristic oversights for his wife, Christine. Most
alarming is the absence of Christine and their son, Davy, on deck. The isolated vessel,
adrift near Gibraltar, seems ignored by the bustling city nearby. Slaton opts for a swift,
noisy approach rather than stealth, prioritizing speed over caution as his unease

grows.

Upon boarding *Sirius*, Slaton’s apprehension deepens. He grabs a makeshift weapon,
a small anchor, and scans the deck for signs of life. The boat is eerily silent except for
the rain and wind. Ignoring his usual discipline, he charges into the cabin, searching
frantically for his family. Each empty room and unanswered call amplifies his dread.
Christine’s phone and the onboard Beretta are missing, leaving him torn between hope

and despair.

Slaton struggles to rationalize the scene. He dismisses theories of theft or mechanical
failure—valuables remain untouched, and the engine starts effortlessly. Christine, an
experienced sailor, wouldn’t abandon the boat without cause. The unbroken rule of
their burner phones going unanswered confirms his worst fears: something sinister has
happened. His logical mind clashes with rising panic as he confronts the

unthinkable—his family has vanished without a trace.

The chapter closes with Slaton standing helplessly on deck, engulfed by rain and
isolation. Gibraltar’s indifferent hum contrasts sharply with his personal catastrophe.
The mundane routines of the city—coffee on a rainy day—highlight the brutality of his
reality. For Slaton, this is the day his world collapses, marked by the disappearance of

his wife and son, leaving him adrift in a storm of grief and unanswered questions.



Chapter 5: Five

The chapter opens with five men escaping the Suruc refugee camp in central Turkey
under the cover of predawn darkness. The camp’s lax security, a result of the waning
Syrian conflict, allows their unnoticed departure. The group’s leader, meticulous in
planning, had bribed guards to ensure a smooth exit. After meeting in a nearby
derelict building, they shaved, changed their appearances, and convened for tea to
review their travel plans. Their goal was to blend in with the flow of migrants while

avoiding police and militia checkpoints, which often targeted refugees for extortion.

The men then visited a bustling souk near the camp to acquire Western-style clothing,
transforming themselves to resemble typical migrants. Despite their outward
appearance, they carried legitimate passports—either taken from deceased foreign
ISIS fighters or confiscated from locals during the caliphate’s rule. These documents
were carefully selected to avoid suspicion, matching their physical traits and avoiding
biometric markers. Each man also carried a strategic amount of cash, enough for
bribes or travel adjustments, but not so much as to draw attention. Their true
destination, however, set them apart: they were headed toward the North Korean

border.

The group split into three teams. Two designated martyrs traveled north, planning to
reach Istanbul before flying separately to Beijing via Doha and Frankfurt. Two
technicians, vital to the mission, were given EU passports and a more secure route
involving a fishing boat to Ukraine, followed by a flight to China. Both teams began
their journeys successfully. The fifth man, Kasim Boutros, the mission’s commander,
took a different path due to his high profile on EU watchlists. He headed east into Iraq,
relying on old Baathist connections, including an uncle who drove him south toward

Ramadi and Fallujah.



The chapter highlights the meticulous planning and adaptability of the five men as
they navigate the complexities of migration routes, security checkpoints, and
geopolitical tensions. Their transformation from refugees to covert operatives
underscores the darker undercurrents of conflict zones, where desperation and
exploitation coexist. The narrative builds tension as each team embarks on its journey,
hinting at a larger, high-stakes mission tied to North Korea, while emphasizing the

calculated precision of their escape and travel arrangements.



Chapter 6: Six

After returning to the harbor amid the storm’s abrupt end, Slaton secures his boat,
Sirius, and scans the piers for any sign of his missing wife and son. The ordinary
activities of tourists and workers contrast sharply with his growing dread. He resists
questioning bystanders, fearing it would waste time or draw suspicion. A search of the
boat reveals subtle clues—unwashed dishes, scattered toys—hinting at an unplanned
departure. Slaton’s anguish deepens as he recalls his last glimpse of his family, now a

haunting memory.

Slaton shifts focus to the boat’s electronics, hoping for leads. The navigation system
and satellite phone yield nothing, but the laptop remains untouched. Before he can
act, his phone vibrates with a chilling text from his wife’s number. The word
“kidon”—Mossad’s term for assassins—sends a jolt of terror through him. The message
demands he carry out an assassination in Vienna, with the promise of his family’s safe
return upon completion. The cold, impersonal instructions confirm his worst fear:

Christine and Davy have been taken to force him back into his lethal past.

The abduction’s precision suggests a state-sponsored operation, with Israel or the U.S.
as likely culprits. Slaton analyzes the lack of evidence, recognizing the hallmarks of a
professional job. His family could be anywhere, leaving him with no immediate
recourse. The message’s demand—to “do what you do best”—implies his unique skills
as a former assassin are being exploited. Slaton grapples with the realization that his
lack of ties makes him both a perfect tool and expendable. The target’s identity,

hidden in an attached photo, could reveal who is pulling the strings.

Slaton memorizes the instructions, knowing compliance offers the only chance to see
his family again. Yet he also considers defying the rules, leveraging his expertise to
turn the tables. The Vienna location and timing provide scant clues, but the target’s

identity may hold the key. As he prepares to open the photo, an old adage echoes in



his mind: tracking the prey may lead him to the hunter. The chapter ends with Slaton
poised to uncover the face of the person he must kill—and the shadowy forces behind

his family’s abduction.



Chapter 7: Seven

In Chapter Seven, Slaton examines a photograph of a man in his thirties with unkempt
hair and a melancholic expression, sensing a vague familiarity he can’t quite place.
Frustrated by the lack of advanced facial recognition tools, he avoids seeking help
from intelligence agencies like the CIA or Mossad, wary of their potential involvement
in the situation. His thoughts shift to his family—his son Davy and wife Christine—and
their disrupted travel plans, symbolized by a Lego boat they built together. The
mundane act of reattaching a fallen block underscores his need for control amid

growing uncertainty.

Slaton reflects on his traumatic past, recalling how Mossad exploited his grief after
losing his first wife and daughter to mold him into a lethal operative. The pain of that
loss resurfaces as he grapples with the fear of losing Christine and Davy, threatening
to plunge him back into darkness. He struggles to maintain composure, recognizing
that rationality is his only hope of saving them. Small details, like new curtains and
dishes, remind him of domestic stability, contrasting sharply with the chaos of his

current predicament.

Determined to act, Slaton retrieves a hidden stash of emergency supplies, including
cash, passports, and a spare phone, noting that some items are missing. He deduces
Christine may have accessed them voluntarily, though paranoia creeps in—could this
be a trap? The old habits of suspicion and circular logic return as he prepares to travel
under a false identity, aware that time is critical. He secures the boat, masking his
urgency with a casual demeanor when speaking to a neighboring sailor, who agrees to

keep an eye on it.

The chapter closes with Slaton’s pensive acknowledgment of the sailor's remark about
karma, hinting at his internal turmoil and the cyclical nature of his struggles. His blank

expression belies the storm of emotions and calculations beneath the surface, setting



the stage for his next moves. The chapter masterfully intertwines personal history,
tension, and tactical precision, painting a portrait of a man balancing past trauma with

present danger.



Chapter 8: Eight

The chapter opens with Slaton arriving in Vienna after a flight from Gibraltar via
Madrid. Braving the cold Austrian winter, he takes a taxi to a restaurant near the
Donaustadt district, a destination chosen to mislead rather than dine. Slaton employs
careful tradecraft, using a reserve smartphone and providing the driver with a false
endpoint to avoid leaving traces. His true destination is Danube Island, a location
referenced in a cryptic message, though he worries its ordinary description might

make it hard to identify.

As the taxi navigates Vienna’s bustling streets, Slaton observes the city’s vibrant
energy and familiar landmarks, including the Vienna International Centre, a hub for
U.N. and NGO activity. He recalls a past Mossad operation in the area, contrasting it
with his current mission. The driver’'s family photo prompts Slaton to reflect on the
absence of such personal mementos in his own life, hinting at his isolated existence as
an operative. The mundane details of civilian life starkly contrast with his shadowy

profession.

After exiting the taxi near the restaurant, Slaton deliberately changes course, heading
toward the Danube instead. He avoids the suggested hotel and taxi service,
maintaining his cautious approach. Crossing the Reichsbricke Bridge, he descends to
Danube Island, scanning for surveillance but finding none. Despite the risk of walking
into a potential trap, he accepts the danger, reasoning that the urgency of the
summons leaves him little choice. His movements are deliberate, blending in while

remaining alert to threats.

The chapter closes with Slaton walking along the island’s snowy paths, noting its
seasonal quiet and the frozen riverbanks. The contrast between the dormant winter
landscape and the island’s usual summer vibrancy mirrors his own tension—calm on

the surface but poised for action. The chapter underscores Slaton’s professionalism



and the perpetual risks of his trade, as he moves toward an uncertain rendezvous with

unseen forces.



Chapter 9: Nine

The chapter "Nine" opens with a stark portrayal of North Korea's historical and
geopolitical struggles. Described as a nation steeped in repression, its agrarian roots
contrast sharply with the modernization of neighboring countries. The text highlights
North Korea's precarious position, wedged between powerful nations like China,
Russia, and South Korea, which exacerbates its isolation. The chapter underscores how
historical invasions, annexations, and colonial rule have shaped its current state,

leaving its people with no memory of freedom under the long-standing Kwon dynasty.

The narrative shifts to depict the brutal realities of life under the Kwon regime, marked
by systemic oppression, forced labor, and widespread famine. The ruling elite, though
spared hunger, endure internal strife, purges, and executions. The chapter emphasizes
the dynasty's legacy: seven decades of rule have erased any firsthand experience of
liberty among North Koreans. This section paints a grim picture of a nation trapped in
a cycle of suffering, with Pyongyang as the only area with basic services while the rest

of the country languishes in deprivation.

The focus then turns to Boutros, a Middle Eastern man leading a team on a mission to
North Korea. As his plane descends, he reflects on the icy landscape of the Sea of
Japan, a stark contrast to his homeland. Despite the absence of one team member,
Adnan, who was detained in Germany, Boutros remains confident in his squad's
capabilities. The arrival of the technicians is seen as a divine blessing, reinforcing his
resolve. The team is met by Park, a high-ranking North Korean intelligence officer, who
expedites their passage through Beijing with surprising ease, showcasing the close ties

between China and North Korea.

The chapter concludes with the team's arrival at a desolate military airfield in North
Korea, where they are greeted by harsh winter conditions. The description of the

outdated aircraft and the bleak surroundings underscores the country's isolation and



stagnation. Park ushers them into a sedan, and as they drive along the coast, the team
waits for the heater to warm them, symbolizing the cold reception awaiting them in
this enigmatic and oppressive nation. The scene sets the stage for the challenges they

will face in their mission.



Chapter 10: Ten

The chapter follows Boutros, an ISIS commander, and his team as they traverse a
desolate region near the Sea of Japan, navigating through impoverished villages and
military checkpoints. The landscape is bleak, with weary civilians and sparse
infrastructure, contrasting sharply with their Middle Eastern origins. The group
observes a towering communist monument, sparking a discussion about martyrdom
and legacy, revealing their ideological fervor. Despite the harsh environment, the men
maintain a tentative camaraderie, though the tension of their clandestine mission

lingers beneath the surface.

Boutros’s team includes diverse personalities, such as the youthful and optimistic
Sami, who seeks revenge for personal loss, and the grim, explosives-savvy Saleem,
driven by religious outrage. Their backgrounds highlight the varied motivations behind
their radicalization, yet all share a unwavering commitment to their cause. The chapter
delves into their individual histories, illustrating how personal trauma and ideological
indoctrination have shaped their paths. Despite their differences, Boutros recognizes

their collective readiness for sacrifice, underscoring the group’s unity in purpose.

As the journey progresses, the harsh weather and unfamiliar terrain test their
resilience. The men grapple with the cold, their inadequate clothing a stark reminder
of their displacement. Boutros attempts to lighten the mood with humor, but the
gravity of their mission looms large. The chapter captures the precarious alliance
between ISIS and North Korea, two marginalized entities united by their defiance of the
global order. Boutros reflects on the irony of their partnership, acknowledging the

shared desperation that binds them.

The chapter culminates with their arrival at a military roadblock, where Park, their
guide, negotiates passage. Boutros finally reveals details of their mission: they are to

receive components for a lethal weapon in a remote fishing village, with timing



dependent on weather conditions. Saleem expresses skepticism about finding such
resources in the barren landscape, but Boutros insists the location’s isolation makes it
ideal. The chapter closes with a reaffirmation of their faith and purpose, as Boutros
assures his men there will always be time for prayer, reinforcing their spiritual and

ideological resolve.



Chapter 11: Eleven

Slaton, the protagonist, wakes in a modest rooming house near the river, preparing for
an uncertain day ahead. After a brief breakfast, he secures his room for another night,
creating a temporary safe house. Venturing into the city, he observes its unpretentious
charm but quickly notices he is being followed. Two men, one in a black jacket and
another in a blue ski parka, tail him with amateurish coordination, their movements
betraying their intent. Slaton remains cautious, assuming there may be more
operatives unseen, and resists the urge to confront them, knowing impulsive actions

could backfire.

As Slaton navigates the city, he refines his plans for an impending assassination,
adapting to the presence of his pursuers. Their presence suggests a connection to the
disappearance of his family, Christine and Davy, heightening his urgency. Despite his
anger, he maintains discipline, recognizing that strategic thinking is paramount. He
devises a plan to exploit the situation, using his pursuers’ predictability to his
advantage. His destination becomes clear: a gun shop in Vienna, where he hopes to

acquire specialized equipment for his mission.

At the gun shop, Slaton carefully assesses the environment and the staff, identifying
the owner as his best point of contact. He engages the man in conversation, feigning
casual interest in firearms while subtly probing for a specific weapon. The owner,
initially guarded, warms to Slaton’s knowledge of high-end optics, particularly the
Schmidt & Bender T96 scope. This exchange builds rapport, allowing Slaton to broach
his true need—a specialized firearm. The owner’s hesitant but intrigued response hints
at the possibility of fulfilling Slaton’s request, setting the stage for a critical

transaction.

The chapter underscores Slaton’s calculated approach to danger and his ability to

adapt under pressure. His restraint in dealing with the surveillance team contrasts with



his lethal intent, highlighting his professionalism. The interaction at the gun shop
reveals his skill in manipulation and tradecraft, as he navigates the delicate process of
securing weapons without arousing undue suspicion. The chapter builds tension,

leaving the reader anticipating the next steps in Slaton’s high-stakes mission.



Chapter 12: Twelve

The chapter opens with Slaton, the protagonist, being led by a gun shop proprietor to a
backroom filled with firearms and ammunition. The storeroom transitions into a
cluttered office adorned with gun-related memorabilia. The owner presents Slaton with
an M16 rifle, hinting at its dubious origins through a trade with retired army reservists.
Slaton inspects the weapon, noting its condition, and engages in negotiations,
ultimately purchasing it along with a scope and a combat knife, paying in cash to avoid

scrutiny.

As Slaton leaves the shop, he becomes aware of being followed by unidentified men in
a blue ski parka. He reflects on their motives, concluding they pose a threat to his
family. His primary objectives are to locate and secure his wife and son, followed by a
decisive retaliation to prevent future threats. Despite the surveillance, Slaton remains
composed, methodically planning his next moves while maintaining a cautious

awareness of his surroundings.

Slaton returns to his rooming house, retrieves a smartphone, and arranges for a rental
car online. He then collects the vehicle, demonstrating efficiency and foresight.
Meanwhile, the pursuers—an Uzbek, a Tunisian, and a Somali—convene nearby,
communicating in broken Arabic and German. They discuss Slaton’s movements,
revealing their lack of coordination and growing tension. Their dialogue hints at a

broader, ideologically driven mission, though their exact motives remain unclear.

The chapter builds tension as Slaton’s calculated actions contrast with the pursuers’
disorganized efforts. His focus on protecting his family and preparing for confrontation
underscores his resolve. The pursuers, though determined, appear outmatched by
Slaton’s experience and resourcefulness. The stage is set for an impending clash, with
Slaton’s strategic advantage and the pursuers’ erratic behavior foreshadowing a high-

stakes confrontation.



Chapter 13: Thirteen

In Chapter Thirteen, Slaton, the protagonist, meticulously prepares for an undisclosed
mission while ensuring he evades surveillance. Driving a rented Renault through
Austria’s Weinviertel region, he carefully monitors his surroundings, confirming he’s no
longer being followed. He exits the autobahn, navigating remote forest roads to scout
potential landmarks before returning to Vienna. His actions reflect a calculated
approach, blending into the environment while laying the groundwork for his plans.
The historical backdrop of the region, including references to WWII, adds depth to the

setting, underscoring the tension of his covert activities.

Slaton makes strategic stops to gather supplies, including wire cutters, duct tape, and
Zip ties, which he stores in the car’s trunk. He disables the emergency trunk-release
handle and retrieves the lug wrench, hinting at preparations for a confrontation or
escape. His attention to detail is evident as he chooses isolated parking spots and
avoids drawing attention. These steps reveal his expertise in tradecraft, ensuring he
remains undetected and ready for any contingencies. The narrative builds suspense as

Slaton’s actions suggest an impending high-stakes operation.

Returning to Vienna, Slaton surveys the park near the Reichsbricke Bridge, noting key
locations like a stand of trees where he’d previously observed suspicious activity. His
casual demeanor contrasts with his heightened awareness, emphasizing his dual role
as both hunter and prey. He visits a sundry shop and a sporting goods store,
purchasing items like a prepaid phone, golf clubs, and bocce balls, which he
repurposes for his mission. These acquisitions, along with the earlier supplies, hint at a
multifaceted plan involving deception or combat, though the exact nature remains

unclear.

Back in his room, Slaton organizes his gear, including a gun store box, and prepares

for potential threats by barricading the door and identifying an escape route through



the window. His thoughts drift to past experiences at sea, reflecting a longing for
safety and resolution. The chapter closes with Slaton on the brink of action, his
preparations complete but the outcome uncertain. The tension is palpable as he

balances vigilance with exhaustion, poised for the next phase of his mission.



Chapter 14: Fourteen

Boutros and his team are taken to a dilapidated weatherboard cottage in North Korea,
situated on a hill overlooking the sea. The house, once a retreat for a Central
Committee member, shows signs of neglect but provides basic shelter from the harsh
winter. Their host, Choe, is a taciturn and wary local fisherman who offers minimal
assistance. The team, exhausted from travel, settles in, though the lack of modern
amenities—like electricity—highlights the stark conditions of the country. Boutros is
left with a satchel containing mission details, signaling the beginning of their covert

operation.

Boutros begins reviewing the mission files by candlelight, as the cottage lacks
electricity. The sparse lighting and Choe’s indifferent attitude underscore the
challenges of operating in such a remote and underdeveloped region. Boutros, a
former Iraqi naval officer, reflects on his unexpected role leading this mission due to
his rare maritime expertise. His past experiences, including sectarian conflicts and
joining the Islamic State, have led him to this pivotal moment. The mission’s success
hinges on navigating unfamiliar waters, and Boutros worries about the state of their

equipment given the primitive conditions.

Choe’s wife prepares meager and unappetizing meals, causing discomfort among the
team. Despite this, Boutros focuses on the task at hand, studying maps and files that
outline their target and route. The maps reveal a daunting journey across vast, open
waters, far from Boutros’s coastal piloting experience. Rafig, one of his men, joins him
and expresses surprise at their distant and symbolic target. Boutros reassures him,
emphasizing teamwork, but the complexity of the mission is evident. The engineering

diagrams in the files hint at the technical challenges ahead.

The chapter underscores the isolation and adversity faced by Boutros and his team as

they prepare for a high-stakes maritime mission. The primitive living conditions,



distrustful locals, and lack of resources amplify the tension. Boutros’s leadership and
naval background are critical, yet the unfamiliarity of the terrain and the team’s
physical discomfort pose significant risks. The chapter sets the stage for a perilous
journey, blending logistical hurdles with the psychological weight of their clandestine

objective.



Chapter 15: Fifteen

The chapter opens with Slaton, a meticulous and weary operative, preparing for a
critical mission in Vienna. He carefully wraps a weapon in festive gift paper, disguising
it as an innocuous package, and departs his gasthaus by taxi to avoid drawing
attention. His destination is the Donauturm, a towering landmark near the Danube,
where he plans to execute a covert operation. As he navigates the city’'s dimly lit parks
and bridges, Slaton remains hyperaware of his surroundings, noting the sparse
nighttime activity and distant sounds of a concert, which could either complicate or aid

his mission.

Upon arriving at the Donauturm, Slaton maintains his disciplined approach, timing his
movements precisely. He interacts casually with a ticket counter attendant, using
charm to deflect suspicion while subtly confirming his exit strategy. Meanwhile, an
Uzbek-led team of assassins lies in wait, positioned to ambush Slaton after his
presumed sniper attack. The team monitors his every move via text updates, growing
increasingly uneasy as Slaton deviates from their expectations by not ascending the
tower. Their confidence wavers as the clock ticks closer to the anticipated moment of

action.

Slaton’s calculated deception becomes apparent as he abruptly exits the tower, still
carrying the wrapped weapon, and heads toward an alternate route. His diversion
catches the Uzbek team off guard, forcing them to reconsider their plan. The tension
escalates as the assassins, armed and ready, realize their target may have
outmaneuvered them. The chapter underscores Slaton’s expertise in improvisation

and the Uzbek team’s growing suspicion that their carefully laid trap is unraveling.

The chapter concludes with a cliffhanger, leaving Slaton’s next move uncertain. The
Uzbek team, now anxious and confused, must decide whether to pursue him

immediately or wait for further instructions. The interplay of surveillance, misdirection,



and timing highlights the high-stakes cat-and-mouse game between Slaton and his

adversaries, setting the stage for an inevitable confrontation in the next chapter.



Chapter 16: Sixteen

The chapter opens with a tense scene in a cold Viennese park, where a thin,
bespectacled man with unkempt hair waits anxiously for a clandestine meeting. He
checks his phone repeatedly, unsure if his contact will arrive, and reflects on his lack of
training for such encounters. The atmosphere is fraught with uncertainty as he
questions how long to wait and whether he's being watched. His discomfort is
palpable, heightened by the isolation and the unfamiliarity of field operations, despite

his theoretical knowledge of how such meetings should unfold.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to an Uzbek operative tracking an assassin near a
stand of trees. The Uzbek and his team—a Somali and a Tunisian—coordinate via text
messages to encircle their target. The assassin’s failure to act on schedule raises
doubts, prompting the Uzbek to investigate. As he cautiously approaches the trees, he
spots a rifle propped on makeshift tripods but finds no sign of the assassin. The
tension builds as he realizes the setup is a decoy, leaving him vulnerable in the

darkness.

In a sudden and brutal turn, the Uzbek is ambushed from the shadows. Before he can
react, an unseen assailant seizes him, silencing him with a lethal blade to the throat.
The scene is visceral and swift, emphasizing the ruthless efficiency of the killer. The
Uzbek’s death underscores the high stakes and danger of the operation, leaving the

reader to wonder about the identity and motives of his attacker.

The chapter concludes by returning to the waiting man in the park, who remains
oblivious to the violence across the estuary. His patience wears thin as he debates
whether to leave, highlighting his inexperience and the precariousness of his mission.
The parallel narratives—of the failed ambush and the uncertain meeting—create a
sense of impending collision, leaving the reader anticipating the consequences of

these intertwined events.



Chapter 17: Seventeen

The chapter "Seventeen" depicts a tense and brutal confrontation between Slaton and
three adversaries. The third opponent proves the most challenging, engaging Slaton in
a fierce hand-to-hand struggle after Slaton neutralizes the first two. Despite the
darkness and the wrestler's skill, Slaton eventually overpowers him by using a rock to
deliver fatal blows. The fight leaves Slaton exhausted but victorious, though he reflects
on the narrow margin of success and vows to avoid such close calls in the future. His

anger and determination prove decisive in breaking the deadlock.

After the fight, Slaton methodically disposes of the bodies and cleans the scene to
avoid detection. He hides the corpses under brush and disassembles his makeshift
shooting stand, which included a convincing fake M16 rifle used as a decoy. The
facsimile weapon, unregulated and easily obtainable, had lured his pursuers into the
open. Slaton leaves behind golf clubs and other items to confuse investigators but
ensures the fake gun is removed to prevent tracing it back to him. He also collects a

Glock from one of the bodies, adding to his arsenal.

Slaton checks on his primary target across the water, confirming the person remains in
place. He then searches the bodies for clues, photographing their IDs and accessing a
locked phone using a dead man's fingerprint. However, the phone yields little useful
information, so he leaves it behind to avoid potential tracking. His meticulous cleanup
underscores his professionalism, though he acknowledges the bodies will eventually be
discovered, likely the next day. The scene is gruesome, but Slaton's priority is

eliminating traces that could lead back to him.

The chapter highlights Slaton's resourcefulness and tactical precision under pressure.
His ability to improvise—using a rock as a weapon and a fake gun as
bait—demonstrates his adaptability. Despite the violence, he remains focused on his

mission, ensuring his target is still within reach. The narrative builds tension as Slaton



balances urgency with caution, aware that any misstep could jeopardize his objective.
His internal reflections reveal a disciplined operative who learns from near-failures,

driven by a higher purpose beyond mere survival.



Chapter 18: Eighteen

The chapter opens with Boutros waking before dawn in a cold, spartan cottage in North
Korea, longing for the modest comforts of his past in war-torn Syria. He and his team,
including Rafig and a local fisherman named Choe, have spent the night reviewing
mission details, facing challenges like language barriers with Korean nautical charts
and technical diagrams. Boutros is impatient to move forward, and after a tense
interaction with Choe, the group prepares for their mission, relying on the fisherman'’s
assessment of the weather and the arrival of their minder, Park, who confirms their

departure.

As the team gathers, Choe’s wife serves a meager meal, highlighting the harsh living
conditions and Boutros’s nostalgia for Syrian cuisine. Park’s arrival with a rare
electronic device underscores the isolated and controlled environment of North Korea.
The team’s departure is approved, and Choe announces they will leave immediately,
framing their mission as a fishing trip. Boutros reflects on the uneasy alliance between
ISIS and North Korea, recognizing it as a pragmatic but temporary collaboration driven

by mutual goals rather than shared ideology.

The narrative shifts to Slaton, who is tracking a target in a riverside setting. The man,
initially hesitant, suddenly accelerates, forcing Slaton to adjust his approach. After a
brief moment of panic when he loses sight of the target, Slaton spots him again and
maneuvers to intercept him. He carefully plans his approach, considering visibility,
li